
NOTES ON REVELATION CHAPTER 20 

SOME MISTAKES OF PREMILLENIALISTS 

it They separate the church and the kingdom. Matthew 16:18, 19 "And I say unto thee, That 
thou art Peter, and upon 

this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
19-And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven." 
1. Church and kingdom the same thing here, 
2. Premillenialists say that Christ came to established a kingdom on earth, saw that the 

time wos not right, established the church and will come another time to establish a 
literal kingdom on earth. 

2, They confuse the coming of an angel with the return of Christ. Rev. 20:1, " And I saw an 
angel come down 

from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand." 

3« They literalize Bible symbols and thus destroy symbolic beauty and significance. EXAMPLES: 
1. The dragon: He had a tail that could sweep a third of the stars out of he aven .Rev. 12:IT" 

1. What a tail he must have had. 
2. Chain: What a great chain would be required to bind a dragon so great. Rev. 20:1 
3. BOTTOMLESS PIT: A "bottomless" pit turns out to be no pit at all. 
5. The First Resurrection: They make this a literal resurrection when it is a figurative or 

" spiritual resurrection. Some one asked, "Who ever;* heard of a 
figurative resurrection."! will let you in on one: 

1. Ezekiel 37sl-lUj Verse 12 says, "I will open your graves and bring you up out of your 
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel." 

2. Rev. 2:11; "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death." Rev. 20:6; 
"He that hath part 

in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no,power." 
1. OVERCOMING and the FIRST RESURRECTION both equal exemptation from the second death. 

3. A contrast of two groups: 
1. Those who over-come and have part in the first resurrection will not be hurt of the 

second death, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
him a thousand years. Rev. 2:11 and Rev. 20:li, 6 

2. THE REST OF THE DEAD (Rev. 20:£) are those whose lives have been out of harmony 
o with the rule and will of God. So, the two groups 

and the resurrectiont 
1. Those faithful martyrs of Rev. 20:U described as the "souls of them that were 

beheaded for the witness 
of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands: 
and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years." 
1. Their faith and good influence lingers on among us even today, 

2. The rest of the dead of Rev. 20:5 would be made up of that group of men, wicked 
and less noble, who sleep in silence, unseen and unknown. 
1. They have been forgot. 

3. For these two groups there will just be one resurrection. John 5s28-29 
1. Nowhere in the Bible do we read of a resurrection of the bodies of believers, 

to be followed after a thousand years by a resurrection of the bodies of the 
unbelievers. THE BIBLE TEACHES BUT ONE RESURRECTION: John 5:28,29; 6Q9-UU; 
Acts 2lt:l5, 21. See also Matthew 22:23-33 

H, They set their affection on things of earth instead of heaven. Col. 3 »1-3 
1. In this Scripture we have four exhortations side by side. They are: 

1. "Seek those things which are above..." 
2. "Where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God." 
3. "Set your affection on things above..." 
U. »Not on things of the earth." 
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NOTES ON REVELATION CHAPTER 20 

(PÂGE~TWO) 

A GREAT WHITE THRONE...A GREAT JUDGMENT (Revelation 20:11-15) 

1 . THE GREAT WHITE THRONE 
1 , The white throne "indicates pur i ty and glory .White a l s o shows the equi ty and j u s t i c e of i t s 

judgment. 
2 . THE GREAT THRONE 

i. The great throne indicates the extent of its judgment. 

3. THE JUDGE ON THE THRONE 
1. The Son of man: Jesus the Christ. Matthew 25:31-33 

II. THE SUBJECTS BEFORE THE THRONE 
i» The old earth and the old heaven will be gone: "From whose fame the earth and the heaven 

fled away, and there was found no place 
for them." Rev. 20:11. There will be a new heaven and a new earth. 

2. The dead, 3mall and great, stand before God. 
1. The dead, small and great, from out of every place. 
2, No exceptions. No free passes will be given out. They all will be judged. 

5. THE GROUND OF THE JUDGMENT 
1, The dead were judged according to their works. 2 Cor. 5 t l 0 j "For we must a l l appear before 

the judgment seat of Christ; 
that every man may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether i t be good or bad. See Romans 2:11 

6 . THE EVIDENCE, 
1. The books were opened. Rev. 20:12. No doubt these books are: 

it THE OLD TESTAMENT 
1. People who lived under the Old Testament will be judged by it, 

2. THE NEW TESTAMENT 
2. People who live under the New Testament will be judged by it, 

3. THE BOOK OF LIFE "Another book was opened which is the book of life." 
1, The dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books. HOW? Accord-

to their works. 
2* Rev» 20:15; »And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into 

the lake of fire." 
3. There will be no errors, no appeals, no "look who I ams" in this court« 

LESSONS TO LEARN 

1. There is not a single attribute of character that death can change. 
1. Death has no power over the mind, only over the perishable body does its sway extend, 
2. If we are selfish, cold, and unloving here, we will be the very same in the judgment. 

it Daily and even by the hour we are writing ourselves down. 
2, We are writing dowaeverything we do, say and think, the way we meet every circumstance 

of life. 
it Are we writing on the WHITE PAGE of life, or the BLACK PAGE of death? 
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