EZRA PREACIING TO THE PEOPLE

Nehemizbh Chapter 8

INTRODUCTION: In this chapter 8 of Nehemiah we have
a very refreshing change in the pro-’
gram. The change comas in the form of: ~ ° ;

1. An urgent appeal to the Word of the Lord as re-

" yealed In "the book 56f Moses." '

9. There is somethine like the breath of a revival
in it, in that it is the people themselves who

cry out for 'it. Verse 1
1. The sword and the trowel were both needed but

in addition they need the word of edification.

The whole scene is very impre=sive as well as

3
'sgggestlve.AFrom the story let us look at:

A 1

PL{A-‘.'*. il J:.{
"They spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the
Bonk" verse 1., Not just any book! What book?
1. "The hook of the law os Moses, which the

" Lord had commanded to Israel" Verse Le
Ezra- the preacher came and he '"stood upon a
pulpit of wood.™ Neh, 8:4
~ 1, Aipulpit built in the public square for

L.~THE

le

o)

2.. ¥he secret closet, or the market square,

- or the Christ-possessed hoat of Peter on the

i lake was a holier place than the God =
forsaken temple at Jerusalem,

2. LHE HEARERS)..THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES
1, The crowd made up of "both men and women: all
that could hear with understanding?’V=>:

2. They hungered for the word of God., Matt. 5:6

Vo
¢

1. They were attentive,
1. W"From the morning until the midday...the |
ears of the neopl¥j®ttentive unto the
book of the law., Verse 3
2. They were more interested in the book
than in the preacher,
3. They sought not the man, but the message..
3. They were raverent,

1. When Ezra opened the book to read, "all
the people stood up". Verse 5

4, They were responsive.
1. *And all the people answered,

with lifting up their hands: and they
howed their heads, %nﬂ;ﬂ°¥§§£”€%dtﬁg”g%%ﬁﬂdYLE?s

open-air work...so all the peonple could see,|.

EZRA PREACHING TO THE PEOPLE, Nehemtiah Chéptﬁr 8

3.

TEEZ PREACHER'S MANNER

1. He began by blessing the Lord.

1. "And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God.V-6
2. Be was conscious of at least four things: -
1. He wag aware of the greatness of God. =
2 He was aware of the greatness of the messages
3. He knew somethinz about the great need of e
the people, ; q
4, He was conscious of the great responsibllityi
resting upon him in teaching the people 3
God's word, v
3. In view of these responsibilites Ezra:
1. He stuck to the book: "He read in the boaok

the law of God." V-8
"So they read in the 2
hook of the law ~f God |
g : distinctly," Verse 8 '
3. He ®xplained the text: "So they read in the

: book of the law of God

distinetly and gave

: the sense," Verse 8

L. Likely there_wonrld.not. be so many sense=-
less hearers, if all preachers were as
ready as Ezra, to stick to the book: To
speak distinctly: and explain the text in |
light of God's word’bearing upon it.

« Hm spoke distinctly:

1.

13.

|

Amen, Amen,

of

:THE EFFECT PRODUCED BY SUCH PREACHING AND HEARING )

NTHEY WEPT: "For 211 the people wept, when they

L heard the words of the l;w." Verse 9

Lo It was such reading as hroaught conviction to tha
ﬁuﬁhenrt and melted down the stubborn will; :

[HZY REJOICED: MALl the people went -their WaY. .0 §
make great mirth...because they hadj

i

u?ﬁerstﬂod the words that were de-
o clared unto them."” Verse 12
THEY MINISTERED: "They wera to eat the fat and dri
the sweet, and send portions un
nnto
. (v-10) them for whom nothing k8 prenared,!
« Jesus said, "Freely ys have recelved, freely |
give " Matt, 10:8 A

1. Give to the neady: The love of God, the stors

Jesus and his shed blood for remission Of sins, '
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