
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AT JERUSALEM. Acts 9:26-29 
Gal. 1:15-19 

INTRODUCTION J ff-*^ ¿¿f-OL >U lc¿4 r j « ^ ^ ^ . l ' f W ^ 
I t was in b l i ndness t h a t Paul had en te red Damascus and 

i t was under t h e f r i e n d l y cover of darkness t h a t he wa.s 
forced t o f l e e Damascua. This must have made a very g r e a t 
impress ion on P a u l ' s mind for 14 yea r s a f t e rwards he 
r e f e r r e d t o t h i s e scape . 2 Cor. 1 1 : 3 2 , 3 3 : Acts 9 : 2 5 . 

WHEN SAUL WAS CCME TO JERUSALEM. Acts 9:26 .c What happen 
ed when Saul was come t o Jerusalem? ^m 4i*f**^*-d- OjotA 
1 . He assayed t o j o i n himself t o t h e d i s c i p l e s . Who were 

t h e d i s c i p l e s ? : ^ ÜJ &+*&J- , £ * ydt-ul A t ü — r v v 
1 . They were a handful of weak men and women, d e s t i t u t 

of r e sou rce s and sometime desc r ibed as " ignoran t & 
un lea rned . " * * ' SUAt+pJj Û >U*r\ ¿*A¿m ¡k* ¿ W $ f 

2 . They were t h o s e who had been converted t o t h e Lord 
and the reby made up t h e membership a t J e r u s a l e m . 

3 . They hid t o contend with many i n t e r e s t s : tt £L*QZ 
(1) Almost impregnable p re jud ices as t o d a y . 
(2) With wor ld ly wisdom a s t o d a y . 
(3) With powerful m a t e r i a l i n t e r e s t s as t o d a y . 

WHAT PAUL MIGHT HAVE DONE 
1 . He could have become an i t i n e r a n t e v a n g e l i s t , s e l f -

appo in t ed , s e l f - a d v e r t i s e d , s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t , " a n s w e r -
a b l e only t o t h e Lord," 

2 . He could have gathered MafiátíM a conclave of s p i r i t u a l 
c r o n i e s and formed some new " c e l l " o r s o c i e t y . MAYBE: 
THE EXCLUSIVE BRETHREN. PAUL WOULD HAVE NONE OF IT: 

WHY PAUL WOULD JOIN WITH THE DISCIPLES AT JERUSALEM! We 
suggest four r e a s o n s : 
1 . He r e a l i z e d h i s own b i b l i c a l t e a c h i n g that ,"Vie a r e 

members one of a n o t h e r , " and t h a t a member separa ted 
from t h e body i s of no use t o t h e body. Rom. 12:4*5 

l . C o r . l 2 : 1 5 f f 
2. Paul knew that one private-enterprise isolationist in 

field could not make much impact on a lost world. He 
knew that we must be workers together. 2 Cor. 6:1 

3. Paul knew that he should be under the guidance and 
oversight of the elders. Heb. 13:17 

4. Finally: He vrauld count for Christ. He wanted the goo( 
Christians around him in times of adversity 

and stress, anxiety and disappointment, temptation and 
danger, in labour and sorrow. 
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