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F O R S O M E I I W E E K S P R I O R T O T H I S O N E , W E H A V E B E E N S T U D Y I N G T H E D O C T R I N E O F S I N . T O -

N I G H T WE ARE STUDYING THE FINAL LESSON DEALING W I T H T H I S PARTICULAR SUBJECT . WHEN YOU COME 

TO THE CONCLUSION OF A DISCUSSION OF A SUBJECT WHICH IS SO V I T A L TO T H E UNDERSTANDING OF THE 

CHILD OF G O D . I T IS QUITE D I F F I C U L T TO KNOW JUST EXACTLY HOW YOU OUGHT TO PROCEED "O SUMMAR-

I Z E . P E R H A P S T H E V E R Y B E S T T H I N G T H A T W E C O U L D D O I N S U M M A R I Z I N G I S T C A T L E A S T I M P R E S S U P O I 

THOSE PRESENT WHAT I T MEANS TO BE SAVED FROM S I N . Q U I T E OFTEN WE CONCENTRATE UPON T H E PRI. 

S E N C E O F S I N A N D T H E R E A L I T Y O F S I N A N D T H E C O N D E M N A T I O N W H I C H C O M E S T O T H E S I N N E . ì . WI_ CO:, 

C E N T R A T E U P O N T H E S E T O E I T H E R T H E P A R T I A L O R T H E C O M P L E T E E X C L U S I O N O F T H E W O N D E R F U L B L E S S -

I N G S E N J O Y E D B Y T H O S E F O R W H O M C H R I S T H A S D I E D , A N D W H O H A V E R E C E I V E D T H E B E N E F I T S O F T H A T 

ATONING DEATH. S O I TRUST THAT IN THE COURSE OF T H I S LESSON I SHALL BE ABLE TO HELP YOU TO 
A P P R E C I A T E T H O S E T H I N G S T H A T A R E YOURS BY V I R T U E OF T H E F A C T T H A T YOU A R E . A N D W E A S S U M E т н і 

WORD " F A I T H F U L , " A CHBLD OF G O D . I WANT TO READ TWO PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. T H E FIRST IS 

FROM T H E 3 Z N D P S A L M A N D T H E F I R S T TWO VERSES. " B L E S S E D I S HE WHOSE TRANSGRESSION I S FOR-

G I V E N , WHOSE S I N I S COVERED. B L E S S E D I S T H E MAN UNTO WHOM T H E LO'*D IMPUTETH NOT INIQUITY 

A N D I N W H O S E S P I R I T T H E R E I S N O G U I L E . " A N D T H E N T U R N I N G T O I C O R I N T H I A H S 3 � _ , I � 2 3 , " т н е л е �

F O R E L E T N O M A N G L O R Y I N M E N : F O R A L L T H I N G S A R E Y O U R S ; W H E T H E R P A ú L , O R A P O L L O S , с п 

C E P H A S , OR T H E WORLD, OR L I F E , OR DEATH, OR THINGS PRESENT, OR THINGS TO C O M E ; A L L ARE 

YOURS; A N D YE ARE C H R I S T ' S : A N D C H R I S T I S G O D ' S . " 

I N T H E 32ND P S A L M D A V I D STATED A UNIVERSAL T R U T H . B U T YET EVEN UNIVERSAL TRUTHS MUST 

BE DEMONSTRATED, I T H I N K D A V I D MUST HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY AWARE OF T H I S UNIVERSAL TR;;TH 

F O R I T F O U N D G R E A T D E M O N S T R A T I O N I N H I S O W N L I F E . D A V I D . A S M U C H A S A N Y M A N , A N C P E R U A " . . 

MORE THAN A N Y M A N . KNEW WHAT I T MEANT TO HAVE HIS SINS FORGIVEN, D A V I D A S MUST AS ANY MAN 

I T H I N K . KNEW T H E SLESSIMGS WHICH FLOWED FROM A SENSE OF RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH G O D . SO , 

I T H I N K . I T I S VERY STRIKING WHEN D A V I D . T H I S GREAT MAN OF S I N OR A MAN OF GREAT S I N WE MIGHT 

SAY, YET SPOKE OF THESE BLESSINGS AS A GREAT MAN OF G C O . SURELY HE KNEW WHEREO� HE S.V.KE 

WHEN HE SAID THAT T H E FORGIVEN SOUL ENJOYS T H E BLESSINGS OF DELIVERANCE. L E T YOUR M I N D GO 

BACK TO THOSE DAYS WHICH IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED THAT S I N W H I C H , IN CUR SIGHT I S MO_T HEINOUS 

I N T H E L I F E O F D A V I D , H I S A D U L T E R Y W I T H в а т н 5 н е б а A N D H I S C O M P L I C A T I O N I N T H E M U R D E R O F 

U R I A H . A S WE SEE D A V I D I M M E D I A T E LY FOLLOWING T H E COMMISSION OF T H E S E E V I L DEEDS WE SEE 

A MAN WHO WAS SORE TROUBLED AND DISTRESSED, WE SEE A MAN WHO KNEW THAT T H E WITHERING 

HAWD OF T H E CONDEMNATION OF GOD LAY UPON H I M . WE SEE A MAN WHO KNEW THAT HIS GOD HAD 

NOT FORGIVEN H I M AMD WHO WAS CONSCIOUS AT A L L T I M E S OF T H I S BROKEN RELATIONSHIP W I T H GOD 

В и т A G A I N , W H E N D A V I D H A D R E A C H E D T H A T P O I N T I N H I S E X P E R I E N C E н е г і е H E W A S H U M B L E E N O U G H 

TO SAY, " I HAVE S I N N E D , 1 ' WE SEE A TRANSFORMATION. WE SEE A MAN WHO IS NO LONGER CHARAC-

TERIZED BY GUILT AND FEAR, BUT WE SEE A MAN WHO IS CHARACTERIZED BY JOV I N MIS GOD . DAVID 

CCULD SAY BECAUSE DAVID KNEW THAT THE FORGIVEN SOUL IS BLESSED ВЕС .USE THE WHOLE CHARACTER 

OF THE INDIVIDUAL IS L I F T E D T O A HIGHER P L A I N . DAVID COULD SAY, " H A P P Y IS HE WHOSE SINS ARE 

FORGIVEN. " B E C A U S E D A V I D K N E W T H A T N E W R E L A T I O N S H I P S W E R E T H E R E B Y E S T A B L I S H E D B E T W E E N 

MAN AND GOD, AND I F T H I S IS TRUE IN THE CASE OF DAVID WHO LIVED AND D I E r UNDER A SACRIFICIAL 

SYSTEM CENTERED IN A N I M A L S , HOW MUUH MORE IS IT TRUE FOR THOSE OF US WHO L I V E IN A SYSTEM 

WHICH IS CENTERED IN THE SACRIFICE OF GOD'S OWN DEAR SON. HOW TRUE IS IT FOR THOSE OF Ufi 
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w / H o P . E C C I V E T H E F O R G I V E N E S S O F G O D N O T I N T H E S E N S E O F A M E R E L E G A L A C Q U I T A L B U T W H O , W � T H 

THAT FORGIVENESS. RECEIVE AN OUTFLOWING OF PATERNAL L O V E . PATERNAL FORGIVENESS, PATERNAL 

GRACE. AND PATERNAL TENDERNESS, 

WHAT WE ARESATING I S S I M P L Y T H I S , THAT WHEN WE ARE FORGIVEN OF G O D . WE ARE FORGIVEN AS 

SONS OF G O D . T H I S RELATIONSHIP OF SONSHIP TO GOD IS SO VERY IMPORTANT AND T H E BLELSINGS WHICH 

F L O W T O T H O S E W H O A R E I N T H I S R E L A T I O N S H I P A F I E S O G R E A T , T H A T W H E N T H E A P O S T L E P A U L с а м . £ B Y U 

SPIHATICN TO DESCRIBE I T . HE COULD THINK OF NO GREATER EXPRESS.ON THAN TO SAY AS HE SAID IN R O -
MANS EL 1 7 THAT WE ARE "JOINT-HEIRS WITH C H R I S T . " 

BUT SINCE WE ARE HUMAN, WE SOMEHOW HAVE AN ADVEF.SE REACTION AGAINST LEAVING THINGS UP 
ABOVE !N SOME KIND OF NEBULOUS SPHERE WHERE WE CANNOT READILY GRASP OR UNDERSTAND. WHEN WE 
ARE TOLD THAT WE ARE T H E RECIPIENTS OR GREAT BLESSINGS. WE IMMEDIATEL Y WANT THESE 3LESS-! ! «SS 
TO BE PARTICULARIZED, AND T H I S , I B E L I E V E , I S WHAT THE APOSTLE P A U L D ID WHEN HE WROTE THOSE 
WORDS WE READ A MOMENT AGO FROM I CORINTHIANS 3 . L I S T E N , AS WE READ THOSE WORDS AGAIN 
" T H E R E F O R E L E T N O M A N G L O R Y I N M E N : F O R A L L T H I N G S A R E Y O U R S : » V H E T H E R P A U L , O R / - . P O L L O : - . 

OR CEPHAS, OR THE WORLD, OR L I F E , OK DEATH, OR THINGS PRESENT, OR THINGS TO COME; A L L ARE 
YOURS, A N D YE ARE C H R I S T - S : AND CHRIST I S G O D ' S . '• P A U L SAID TO T H E CORINTHIANS THAT AS COR-
INTHIANS THAT AS CHRISTIANS EVERYTHIMG BELONGED TO T H E M . I F YOU ARE FAMIL IAR W I T H - H E STATE 
OF THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH, T H I S SOUNDS L IKE A RATHER S I L L Y STATEMENT. I HAVE AN IDEA I F YCU 

HAD GONE DOWN TO THE MERCHANTS OF THAT DAY TO RUN A CREDIT CHECK UPCN THE CORINTHIAN BRE-
THREN TO Ol SCOVER WHETHER OR NOT THEY WOULD BE GOOD RISKS AS FAR AS THE BANKERS WErtE СОЫ�

CERNEO, AND YOU INQUIRED OF THE PdERCKANTS, "WHAT IS THE STANDING OF THESE M E N ? " T H E REPLY 

WOULD HAVE 3 E E N , " T H E Y HAVE NO S T A N D I N G . " APPARENTLY, THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH WAS NOT MADE 

UP OF MANY WELL�TO�DO INDIVIDUALS, ÎN I CORINTHIANS 1 126 PAUL SAID "YOU KNOW (AND APPARENTLY 
HE V/AS BASING IT UPON THEIR EXPERIENCE) THAT NOT MANY WISE MEN AFTER THE F L E S H , NOT MANY MIGHT 
NOT MANY NOBLE, ARE CALLED. " THEREFORE, WE MIGHT CONCLUDE THAT THERE WERE NOT MANY OF THE 
SO-CALLED " E L I T E " IN THE MIDST OF THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH. Y E T IT WAS TO THIS GROUP OF IND: , ' ID -
UALS AND THIS KIND OF PERSONS THAT P A U L , LOOKING AT THEM A 3 C H R I S T I A N S . NOT CONSIDERING THEIR 
LACK OF MATERIAL THINGS, BUT RATHER CONSIDERING THEIR WEALTH OF SPIRITUAL TH.NGS SP ID , " l i MTO 
YOU ALL THINGS BELONG. THEY ARE YOURS. " 

BUT AS I SUGGESTED A MOMENT AGO. WE L I K E AN ENUMERATION, AND P A U L WAS APPARENTLY AFRAID 
THAT THESE BRETHREN WOULD NOT UT-DERSTAND I F HE S IMPLY CONCLUDED HERE. H E WANTED TO ENUME-
RATE THE THINGS THAT BELONGED TO THEM AS CHRIST IANS. I N JUST A MOMENT V/E WANT TO LOOK AT 
THAT L I S T , BUT LET M E SUGGEST TV/O OR THREE THINGS HERE BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION TO T H I S L IST 
AND WHAT P A U L MEANS WHEN HE SAYS " A L L THINGS ARE YOURS. " BEFORE WE LOOK AT WHAT I T DOLS 
M E A N . I T H I N K V / E N E E D T O L O O K A T T H E T H I N G T K A T I T D O E S N O T M E A N . / ¡ / H E N P A U L S A I D T O т н е 5 і 

CORINTHIAN BRETHREN THAT A L L THINGS WERE T H E I R S , HE WAS NOT SAYING TO T H E M THAT TH_Y HAL 

T H E F I E B Y L I C E N S E T O D O A S T H E Y W I L L E D . H E W A S N O T G R A N T I N G T H E M L I C E N S E W H I C H I S T H E р а і ч . 

DY. WHICH I S T H E L I B L E OF TRUE LIBERTY I N JESUS C H R I S T . H E WAS NOT SAYING TO T H E M HAT 

WERE FREE TO DO A S THEY W I L L E D A N D L I V E AS THEY PLEASED. A N D THAT ü O D WOULD NOT TAKE COG-
NIZANCE OF THEIR SINS BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST HAD DIED FOR T H E M . H E WASN'T RELAXING HERE THE 
DIVINE RULE OF S E L F - S A C R I F I C E . H E WAS NOT RELAXING HERE T H E DIV INE INJUNCTION TO SERVE THE 
L O R D J E S U S C H R I S T A N D T O B E A R T H E C R O S S . H E W A S N O T S A Y I N G T H A T W H I L E V / E M I N î M I Z E T H E N E -

C E S S I T Y OF SERVICE, WE MAY THEN IN TURN MAGNIFY THE EXCUSES WHEREBY WE JUSTIFY OUR INDULG-
ING OURSELVES IN OUR OWN PLEASURES AMD OUR OWN DESiRES AND PARTICIPATE IN THINGS WHICH HAVE 
NO HIGHER TERMINATION THAN THEMSELVES. 

BUT IF IT DOESN'T MEAN T H I S , IF HE WASN'T GIVING US L ICENSE, IF HE WASN'T EXCUSING US Fl 
SERVICE, IF HE WASN'T EXCUSING US FROM SELF-SACRIFICE , WHEN HE S A I D . ' A L L THINGS ARE YOU; 
THEN WHAT DID HE MEAN? WE MIGHT SIMPLY SAY THAT THIS LANGUAGE OF TNE APOSTLE PAUL IS MEANT 
TO CARRY TO THE SONS OF GOD A MAGNIFICENT MESSAGE, AND THAT MESSAGE IS SIMPLY THIS THAT NOV 
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A S T H E N . NOW A S F O R E V E R , T H E M A M W H O B E L O N G S T O G O D I S I N D E E D A SOM O F G O D . A N D T H A T A S A 

SON O F G O D . T H E E N T I R E S T O R E H O U S E O F A L L T H E W E A L T H T H A T B E L O N G S T O G O D , E V E R Y T H I N G I N 

H E A V E N A N D U P O N E A R T H T H A T I S A T T H E D I S P O S A L O F G O D , I S , T H R O U G H G O D , A V A I L A B L E T O T H O S E 

v/MO A R E H i s S O N S . W H E N P A U L S A I D , " A L L T H I N G S A R E YOURS. " H E W A S S A T I N G T O T H O S E W H O а г . е 

SONS O F G O D T H A T N O T H I N G T H A T B E L O N G S T O G O D V / I L L B E W I T H H E L D F R O M T H O S E W H O A R E H I S C H I L -

D R E N . Now C E R T A I N L Y P A U L R E A L I Z E D T H A T L O V E W I L L S O R T A N D S I F T T H O S E T H I N G S W H I C H I T G I V E S 

A N D I N T H A T S E N S E P E R H A P S T H E R E I S . A N D C E R T A î N L Y T H E R E O U G H T T O 3 S , L I M I T A T I O N S C E R , . ' - . I N L Y 

I A S A F A T H E R A M C A R E F U L A B O U T W H A T I P U T I N T O M Y C H I L D R E N ' S HANDS í CAN SAY T O T H E M A S GOI . 

S A Y S T O M E T H A T E V E R Y T H I N G T H A T I H A V E BELONGS T O T H E M A N D E V - R Y T H I N G T H A T I P O S S E S S 1 5 A T 

T H E I R D I S P O S A L T O A C C O M P L I S H FOR T H E M T H O S E T H I N G S т н л т A R E GOOD Y E T I N L O V E I W I L L S I F T AF 

SOIRR T H O S E T H I N G S W H I C H I G I V E A N D I W I L L NOT G I V E T H E M T H O S E T H I N G S W H I C H ! I N , W E A S S U M E , 

G R E A T E R U N D E R S T A N D I N G A N D W I S D O M , D E T E R M I N E T O B E H U R T F U L U N T O T H E M , T H I S I S T H E WAY G O D 

T R E A T S U S . H L S C H I L D R E N . E V E R Y T H I N G H E HAS B E L O N G S T O M E , A L L T H I N G S A R E M I N E , B U T у е г GOR 

W I L L S I F T A N D SORT A N D NOT G I V E U N I о M E T H O S E T H I N G S V/HICH W O U L D е е H U R T F U L E V E N T H O U G H I 

MAY O E S I R E T H E M . T H E W H O L E W E A L T H O F T H E GREAT H E A V E N L Y H O M E B E L O N G S T O T H E S O N O F CîOD 

A N D I N T H A T S E N S E T H E O N E WHO I S G O D ' S C H I L D W I L L D I S C O V E R T H A T T H E R E I S N O T H I N G T O O GREAT 

FOR G O D T O G I V E UNTO H I M . 

B U T NOW W I T H T H I S U N D E R S T A N D I N G OF W H A T P A U L M E A N S W H E N H E S A Y S T H A T " T O T H O S E WHO 

A R E S O N S . A L L T H I N G S A R E Y O U R S , " L E T U S LOOK A T T H I S E N U M E R A T I O N V / H I C H P A U L M A D E . P A U L 

S A Y S F I R S T O F A L L T O T H O S E WHO A R E S O N S O F G O D , " T H E V /ORLD I S YOU.^S . " T H I S WORO " W O U L D " 

I S O N E O F T H E M O S T U N I V E R S A L O F T E R M S . A S P A U L U S E S T H E T E R M H E RE I T M A Y S E H E L D T O I N -

C L U D E A L L OF T H E A B I T A B L E E A R T H A N D A L L O F H U M A N H I S T O R Y . T H E E N T I R E H U M A N F A M I L Y , P A U L 

S A Y S T O T H O S E W H O A R E C H R I S T I A N S . " T H E S E T H I N G S A R E YOURS . " T H A T M A N W H O R E M A I NEO T H E 

M A S T E R OF T H E W O R L D I S T H E M A N WHO OWNS T H E W O R L D . P A U L I S NOT M A Y I N G T H E W O R L D I S Y O J R S 

I N T H A T YOU HAVE A L L O F T H E T H I N G S T H A T T H E W O R L D HAS T O O F F E R , FOR C E R T A I N L Y . A S W E HAVE 

A L R E A D Y P O I N T E D OUT C O N C E R N I N G T H E C O R I N T H I A N S , T H I S W O U L D NOT B E T R U E , I DO MOT T H I N K 

T H E Y UNDERSTOOD I T T O BE S U C H . C E R T A I N L Y T H E R E A R E T H O S E W H O S A Y W E P O S S E S S SO M A N Y D O L -

L A R S , B U T I T W O U L D P E R H A P S B E M O R E A C C U R A T E T O SAY T H A T SO M A N Y D O L L A R S P O S S E S S T H E M . 

P A U L I S NOT S A Y I N G YOU P O S S E S S T H E W O R L D I N T H I S S E N S E , B U T P A U L I S S A Y I N G T H A T YOU р о с 

S E S S T H E W O R L D I N T H E S E N S E T H A T T H E S E T H I N G S W H I C H A R E M A T E R I A L YOU H A V E S U B S E R V E D T O A 

HIGHER U S E . H E I S S A Y I N G T H A T YOU A R E NOT M A S T E R E D BY T H O S E T H I N G S W H I C H A R E M A T E R I A L H E 

I S S A Y I N G T H A T YCU DO MOT C O N S I D E R T H O S E T H I N G S W H I C H а я е M A T E R I A L T O B E T H A T W H I C H I S FV"OST 

ESR?ENTIAL T O L I F E , B U T YOU OWN T H E W O R L D I N T H A T YOU H A V E U S E D TH.CSE T H I N G S T O A H I G H E S U S E 

A N D T H A T H I G H E R U S E I S S P I R I T U A L N O U R I S H M E N T . T O T H O S E W H O A R E C H R I S T I A N S , I N T H ! 5 S E N S E T H I 

Y/ORLD DOE S I N D E E D B E L O N G . 

T H E W O R L D I S Y O U R S . L I F E I S Y O U R S , A N D A S W I T H T H E WORD ' W O R L D . " T H E WORD ' L I F E ' Is AN 

INCLUSIVE TERM, I THIMK WE MAKE A MISTAKE WHEN WE EQUATE THE WORD "LIFE" WITH THE W0.7_ 

" E X I S T E N C E . " L I F E I S M U C H M O R E T H A N E X I S T E N C E . L I F E I S N O T A O N E - D I M E M S í O N A L в и т л M U L T I -

D I M E N S I O N A L T H I N G . L I F E H A S H E I G H T , I T HA S D E P T H , I T K A S L E N G T H , A N D I T H A S BREADTH. I T MAY 

BE TRUE, AND I SUPPOSE IT IS TRUE, THAT THE DAYS OF OUR YEARS ARE A ON£-DI H ENSION/.L THING 
WHICH WE MEASURE FROM THE CRADLE TO THE GRAVE. BUT LIFE ITSELF IS MUCH MORE THAN THA" . 
HOW IS THIS ABUNDANT LIFE OURS? ІТ IS OURS IN THE SENSE THAT WE KNOW IT AMD WE LOVE IT. ІТ 

IS OUR'S IN THE SENSE THAT WE REALIZE THE TP.UE PURPOSES AMD THE TRUE EMC OF LIFE AND WE USE 

TKAT LIFE THAT GOD HAD GIVEN TO ACCOMPLISH THIS END. THE COMMON (DEA OF LIFE'S BELONGING 

TO AH INDIVIDUAL IS EQUATED WITH HOW MUCH POWER AND HOW MUCH MATERIAL WEALTH A MAN MAY 

AMASS IN A GIVEN PERIOD OF T I M E . SUT I THINK HUMAN HISTORY DECRIES THIS CONCEPT AND I BE 

LIEVE HUMAN EXPERIENCE SAYS THAT IT IS NOT SO. FOR WHEN WE LOOK BACK AT TriE HISTORY OF THE 

WORLD AND WE ASK THE QUESTION " T o WHOM DOES LIFE BELONG MORE THAN ANY OTHER PERSON?" 

THE ANSWER WHICH IS GIVEN IS NOT ALEXANDER THE GREAT WHO CONQUERED THE WORLD OF HIS DAY 



P A G E л 

THE ANSWER GIVEN IS NOT N A P O L E A N WHOSE ARMIES WERE THE SCOURGE OF LUROPE. BUT THE ANSWER 

GIVEN I S THAT L I F E BELONGS MOST OF A L L TO JESUS C H R I S T . L I F E BELONGS TO J E S U S C H R I S T NOT 

BECAUSE H E CONQUERED NATIONS, BUT L I F E BELONGS TO JESUS C H R I S T BECAUSE H E CONQUERED M E N , 

BECAUSE H E KNEW T H E TRUE PURPOSE OF L I F E A N D , KNOWING T H E TRU E PURPOSE OF L I F E , HE GAVE 

H I M S E L F I N LOVE FOR OTHERS. 

T H E WORLD BELONGS TO YOU, L I F E BELONGS TO YOU, DEATH BELONGS TC YOU. T H A T STATEMENT 

RUNS CONTRARY TO T H E ORDINARY CCMCEFT OF DEATH. SOMEHOW I T I S HARD FOR US TO BELIEVE THAT 

OEATH BELONGS TO U S . I T I S HUGH EASIER FOR US TO BELIEVE THAT WE BELONG TO DEATH, T H E REA-

SON I S THAT WE PERSIST I N WALKING BY SIGHT AND MOT EY F A I T H . T H E REASON I S THAT V/E PERSIST I N 

CONSIDERING T H I S EXISTENCE A S BEING L I F E AMD T H E END OF T H I S EXISTENCE A S BEING DEATH WHEPEAS , 

WHEN WE RIGHTLY VIEWED,, T H I S EXISTENCE I S BUT A STEP I N WHAT I S CALLE D MORTALITY A N D DEATH I S 

BUT A STEP INTO T H E FULLER L I F E OR I M M O R T A L I T Y . T H E TWO CONTRASTS HAVE V/ELL BEEN STATED I 

THINK BY A POET V/HO WROTE, " A T END OF L I F E , 

A T END OF H O P E , A T END OF .STRIFE, 

A T END OF A L L WE CLING TO S O — 

T H E SUN I S S E T T I N G — M U S T V/E GO? 

A T DAWN OF L O V E , AT DAWN OF L I F E . 

A T DAWN OF PEAC E THAT FOLLOWS S T R I F E . 

A T DAV/N OF A L L WE LONG FOR S O — T H E SUN I S R I S I N G — L E T US GO " 

T H I S L A T T E R I S T H E B E L I E V E R � S C O N C E P T . T O T H E B E L I E V E R D E A T H I S N O T A S T E P I N T O A R E G I O N OF 

DARKNESS, T O T�^E BELIEVER DEATH I S A STEP INTO A REGION WHICH I S L IGHTED BY J E S U S C H R I S T 

D E A T H , T O T H E BELIEVER, I S NOT AN ENEMY. DEATH TO T H E BELIEVER I S NOT A L O S S , I T I S NOT /. 

D E F E A T . I T I S N O T A C A L A M I T Y . T O T H E B E L I E V E R , D E A T H I S A P O S S E S S I O N , T O T H E B E L I E V E S D E A T H 

I S A W E A P O N I N H I S A R M O R Y . T O T H E B E L I E V E R D E A T H I S A N O P P O R T U N I T Y . T O T H E D E L I E V E R D E A T H I S 

A R E S O U R C E . T O T H E B E L I E V E R D E A T H I S NOT A P U T T I N G O F F , B U T A P U T T I N G O N „ I T H I N K T H I S A T T I -

T U D E HAS B E E N V I V I D L Y P O R T R A Y E D I N TWO E N G R A V I N G S . E N G R A V I N G S BY A R A T H E R U N K N O W N A R T I S T . BUT 

Y E T F R O M T H E I R E X P R E S S I O N , I T H I N K O N E W H O W A S W E L L A C Q U A I N T E D W I T H L I K E A N D W I T H O E A T H . 

T H E S E T W O C O M P A N I O N E N G R A V I N G S D E P I C T D E A T H I N T W O C I R C U M S T A N C E S . T H E F I R S T O F T H E S E E N -

G R A V I N G S DEPICTS DEATH AS IT COMES TO THE UNBELIEVER AND THE UNGODLY. ІТ PRESENTS A VERY 

HIDICUS SCENE. T H E R E ARE T H E FEASTERS , THERE ARE T H E BANQUETERS, THERE ARE T H E REVELER.; 

S O M E OF T H E CORPSES ARE LYING A T T H E FEET OF T H E COWLED SKELETON WHICH REPRESENTS DEATH, 

AND OTHERS OF T H E M A R E F L E E I N G , W I T H LOOKS OF TERROR AMD ANGUISH ON T H E I R F A C E S . FROM HI S 

OUTREACHING A R M S . T H E OTHER ENGRAVING I S THAT WHICH SHOWS T H E B E L I E V E R ' S — T H E CH:<ISTIAN_. 

CONCEPT AND A T T I T U D E TOV/ARD DEATH, HERE DEATH DOES MOT COME INTO T H E M I D S T OF BANQUETING 

AND REVELING AND FEASTING AND UNGODLINESS. RATHER DEATH COMES TO A BELFRY, AMD S I T T I N G 

THERE I S AN AGED S A I N T . HLS EYES ARE CLOSED. H I S ARMS ARE FOLDED, A N D A T HIS RIGHT I S AN 

OPEN B I B L E . THE: WINDOW I S OPEN TO L E T IN T H E SUNLIGHT AND A BIRD I S PERCHED THERE SINGING 

T H E WRINKLES OF AGE AND BURDENS UPON T H E FACE OF T H I S AGED SAINT ARE RELIEVED EY тнл COM L.�IS 

OF DEATH A N D A LOOK OF ENDLESS PEACE F A L L S UPON T H E WEAHIED F A C E . D E A T H TO H I M I S REST 

FOR THE WEARY. DEATH TO H I M I S T H E GLAD DAWNING OF NEW L I F E AMD T H E OPPORTUNITY TO LAY 

DOWN A S A FRIEND OF J E S U S . 

HOW TRUE T H I S I S AND HOW T H I S OUGHT TO AFFECT OUR CONCEPT OF D E A T H . I OFTEN WONDER 

HOW DIFFERENT T H E SCENE OF DEATH MUST BE A S I T I S SEEN UPON T H E EARTH A N D THEN A S I T I S SFEN 

I N H£AVEN. T H I N K OF AN AGED SAINT OF GOD ABOUT TO DIE AND LOOK AT THAT SCENE OF DEATH AS I T 
TRANSPIRES UPON T H E EARTH, T H E SHUTTERS ARE DRAWN . WE T A L K I N WHISPERS . WE WALK QUIETLY . 
H E R E I S A N A G E D S A I N T , A N I M M O R T A L S O U L F I X I N G T O P A S S I N T O E T E R N I T Y . H i s HAS B E E N A C O M M O N -
PLACE LIFE, BUT YET HE HAS BEEN A FAITHFUL SERVANT UNTO THE LORD. NOW THE SUNSET HAS COME, 
THE SHADOWS ARE LENGTHENING AND ТНЕПЕ STANDS A VEIL WHICH SEPERATES TIME FROM ETERNITY. ON 

/ 
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ON THE EARTHLY SIDE OF THAT V E I L THERE IS THE SHEDDING OF MANY T E A R S . ON THE EARTHLY SIDE 

OF THAT V E I L THERE ARE HEART BROKEN SOBS AND SAD GOOD�BYES. BUT HOW D I F F E R E N T . HOW D I F F E -

RENT IT MUST BE OM THE OTHER SIDE OF THAT VEIL V/HERE INSTEAD OF BEING AN HOUR OF SORROW I T 

IS AN HOUR OF CORONATION. I N THAT M O M E N T , I A M PERSUADED, THERE ARE NO T E A R S . T H E R E IS NO 

SOBBING G R I E F . T H E R E ARE NO HEART�BROKEN PRAYERS. INSTEAD THERE IS THE CHANT OF VICTORY 

AMD ALL OF THE POMP AND A L L OF THE CIRCUMSTANCE OF HEAVEN ARE CENTERED THERE BECAUSE A S O L -

DIER OF THE CROSS IS COMING HOME. HOW GREAT MUST ПЕ THE REJOICING OF GOD AND OF THE ANGELS 

AtlD YEA . OF THE REDEEMER. AS THEY STAND READY TO RECEIVE T H I S ONE AND TO PLACE THE CROWN OF 

VICTORY UPON HIS 3ROW . T H E APOSTLE PAUL SAID TO THESE CORINTHIAN BRETHREN, " Y O U D O N " NEED 

TO FEAR. BECAUSE AS A SON OF G O D . OEATH BELONGS TO YOU. YOU DO NOT BELONG TO DEATH. ІТ IS 

NOT YOUR MASTER. DEATH BELONGS TO YOU. І Т HAS BEEN MASTERED FOR YOU THROUGH THE RESURREC-

TION O F J E S U S C H R I S T . " 

T H E N , A S I S SO OFTEN T H E CASE WITH THE APOSTLE P A U L , HI S SOUL S W E L L S UP AND OVERFLOV/S 

'N MAGNIFICATION OF T H E THINGS TKAT BELONGED TO GOD'S CHILDREN A N D I N MAGNIFICATION OF T H E 

GREAT GOD WHO MAKES I T A L L P O S S I B L E . H E CAN NO LONGER CONFINE H I M S E L F TO JUST MENTIONING 

O M E I T E M A T A T I M E . H E S H O U T S F O R T H I N G R A N D L A N G U A G E , " T H I N G S P R E S E N T O R T H I N G S T O C O M E . " 

A L L THINGS THAT ARE PRESENT ARE YOURS. T H A T CERTAINLY INCLUDES EVERYTHING THAT HAS P R E -

CLUDED �OR THEY ARE THE PROPERTY OF THE PRESENT THROUGH THE FACULTY OF MEMORY. PAUL IS 
SAYING UNTO THOSE WHO ARE CHRISTIAN S THAT SINCE T H E PRESENT, INCLUDING THINGS P A S T , BELONGS 

TO YOU. YOU, A S A SON OF GOO, ARE NOT MASTERED BY CIRCUMSTANCES—YOU ARE T H E MASTER OF 

CIRCUMSTANCES. P A U L I S NOT SAYING THAT WE CAN ALWAYS CONTROL T H E CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH 

WE FIND OURSELVES. BUT P A U L I S SAYING THAT THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. WHATEVER THEY ARE EELONG 

UNTO US A N D THOUGH WE MAY NOT CONTROL T H E I R COMING, WE CAN CONTROL T H E D I S P O S I T I O N . ,VE 

CAN CONTROL T H E USE TO WHICH WE PUT THESE T H I N G S , T H E N FROM T H E PRESENT, P A U L LOOKS INTO 

T H E I L L I M I T A B L E FUTURE AND HE INCLUDES EVERYTHING THAT HOPE CAN A N T I C I P A T E A N D EVERYTHING 

THAT FEAR CAN APPREHEND A N D HE SAYS, " A L L THINGS THAT ARE YET TO COME BELONG UNTO YOU '" 

EVERYTHING BELONGS TO THAT ONE WHO I S A SON OF GOD AND WE CAN SAFELY LEAVE OURS AND OUR-
SELVES I N T H E HANDS OF T H I S G O D . P A U L DOES NOT DENY TKAT THERE ARE SOME TREASURES WHICH 

BELONG TO T H E CHRISTIAN HERE, BUT HE I S SAYING TO THAT ONE V/HO I S A SON OF G O D , HE I S SAYING 

TO THAT ONE WHO HAS BEEN CLEANSED BY T H E PRECIOUS BLOOD OF J E S U S , HE I S SAYING TO THAT ONE 

WHO HAS BEEN SAVED FROM SIN, THAT HE W I L L NEVER KNOW HOW REALLY RICH HE I S U N T I L HE I S A D -

M I T T E D INTO THE HOME OF THE FATHER AT LAST. 

T H E N . P A U L CANNOT BUT CONCLUDE WITH THAT WHICH HE BEGAN. H E S U M M A R I Z E S A N D SAYS, 

' A L L T H I N G S A R E YOURS • E V E R Y T H I N G B E L O N G S T O T H E C H I L D O F G O D , B U T W H Y ? W H Y ? " A L L 

T H I N G S A R E Y O U R S , Y E A : î E C H R I S T - S , " You S E E , P A U L HAS S A I O T H A T E V E R Y T H I N G B E L O N G S T O 

YOU BUT ONE T H I N G . P A U L S A I D E V E R Y T H I N G BELONGS T O YOU B U T Y O U R S E L F , " A L L T H I N G S A R E 

Y O U R S . E U T -'E л н е C H R I S T ' S . " S U R E L Y T H E C H R I S T I A N R E A L I Z E S T K A T I T I S I N B E L O N G I N G T O 

C H R I S T T H A T O N E C A N T R U L Y S E L O N G T O H I M S E L F , T H A T W E A R E T R U L Y O U R S W H E N W E A R E T R U L Y 

C H R I S T ' S . T H E R E ARE SO MANY THINGS THAT WE NEVER TRULY POSSESS U N T I L WE GIVE T H E M U P . 

IT IS ONLY WHEN WE REL'NQUISH T H E WORLD THAT WE POSSESS I T . I T I S ONLY WHEN WE L E T P L E A -

SURE GO THAT WE OBTAIN IT. ІТ IS ONLY WHEN WE GIVE MONEY THAT WE ENJOY IT, ІТ IS ONLY WHEN, 

!F WE »AY SUMMARIZE I N T H E LANGUAGE OF C H R I S T . THAT WE LOSE OUR L I F E THAT V/E MAY F IND I T 

T H E REASON THAT THESE THINGS ARE SO I S BECAUSE WE HAVE BECOME CHRIST�S THAT WE MIGHT B E -

COME OUR OWN. 

B U T Y E T T H E R E I S A B A S I S O F A S S U R A N C E E V E N B E Y O N D T H I S . P A U L S A I D , " C H R I S T I A N S , A L L 

. ; ; I N G S A R E YOURS, FOR YE ARE C H R I S T ' S AND CHRIST I S G O D � S . " I F JESUS C H R I S T , OUR CRUCIFIED, 

O U R E U R I E D . O U R R E S U R R E C T E D A N D O U R A S C E N D E D L O R D S I T S E V E N N O W A T T H E R I G H T H A N D O F G O D . 

THEN SURELY T H E WORLD BELONGS TO U S . AND T H I S WORLD WHICH BELONGS TO US I S TRANSFORMED 

FROM A PRISON INTO A HOME. T H I S L I F E OF WHICH WE SPEAK I S TRANSFORMED FROM A DREAM. INTO 

A REALITY. I T I S OURS BECAUSE WE ARE C H R I S T ' S , AND CHRIST I S GOD'S . T H I S I S WHAT I T MEANS TO BE 

SAVED FROM S I N , TO HAVE A L L OF THEASSURANCES. TO HA V E A T OUR DISPOSAL A L L OF T H E RICHES OF HEA-

V E N , AST I F YOU ARE MOT SAVED FROM S I N , I T MEANS THAT YOU ARE CUT AWAY FROM T H E RICHNESS OR T H I S 

LLT�EANDTHE STOREHOUSE O F T H E S E BLESSINGS, H O W F O O L I S H . HOW F O O L I S H , FOR ONE TO REMAIN I N S I N 

V.'HEN D W E L L I N G I M J E S U S C H R I S T A L L T H I N G S A R E H I S . W O U L D Y O U B E S A V E D F R O M S I N 7 W O U L D Y O U C O M E ? 


