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I S SURELY INAPPROPRIATE FOR DISCUSSION I N CONGREGATIONS OF T H E CHURCHES OF C H R I S T FOR WE HAVE 

PREACHED SO VERY MUCH ON T H E SUBJECT OF OBEDIENCE. INDEED. I T MAY EVEN BE SUGGESTED THAT SUCH 

SERMONS ARE OUR "LONG S U I T , R B U T YET THERE I S ALWAYS T H E D..NGER THAT THROUGH MISUNDERSTANDING 

OUR "LONGEST S U I T " MAY BECOME OUR GREATEST SHORTCOMING. AND I A M RATHER CONSTRAINED TO BELIEVE 

THAT IN MANY INSTANCES WE DO MISUNDERSTAND TKAT WHICH CONSTITUTES TRUE OBEDIENCE I N T H E SIGHT OF 

G O D . M A N Y S E R M O N S H A V E B E E N P R E A C H E D O N T H E S U B J E C T A N D T H E G E N E R A L C O N C L U S I O N I S T H A T A C C E P -

T A B L E OBEDIENCE TO GOD IS DOING WHAT GOD SAYS IN THE WAY TKAT H E SAYS I T . MOT ADDING ANYTHING 

NOD TAKING ANYTHING AWAY 1 CERTAINLY BELIEVE THAT WE SHALL SEE IN THE COURSE OF THE LESSON 

THAT T H I S IS A PART OF OBEDIENCE TO GOD . Y E T . A PARTIAL DEFINITION IS S O M E T I M E S A MISLEADING 

DEFINITION, AND I BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ONE ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT THAT IS M I S S I N G FROM THE D E F I -

NITION I GAVE YOU. 

CERTAINLY THERE I S MO DISAGREEMENT AS TO T H E IMPORTANCE OF OBEDIENCE F O R INSTANCE I N l JOHN 

5 : 2 . 3 WE READ, " B Y T H I S WE KNOW THAT WE LOVE THE CHILDREN OF G O D . WHEN WE LOVE GOD . AND KEEP 

HIS COMMANDMENTS. FOR T H I S I S THE LOVE OF GOD . THAT WE KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS AND HIS COMMAND-

MENTS ARE NOT GRIEVOUS. ' A N D THEN AGAIN IN HEBREWS 5 : 8 , 9 , "THOUGH HE WERE A S O N . YET LEARNED 

HE OBEDIENCE BY THE THINGS WHICH HE SUFFERED: A N D BEING MADE PERFECT, HE BECAME THE AUTHOR OF 

ETERNAL SALVATION UNTO ALL THEM THAT OBEY H I M . " W E COULD READ MANY VERSES BESIDES THESE TWO 

PASSAGES BUT THEY V/OULD MERELY EMPHASIZE THE TRUTHS TKAT THESE HAVE SET FORTH. OBEDIENCE IS 

AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN MAN'S RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD . 

В и т A G A I N W E A S K T H E Q U E S T I O N . " W H A T I S O B E D I E N C E ? " I F Y O U W E R E T O T U R N T O O U R E N G L I S H D I C -

T I O N A R Y YOU WOULD FIND THAT WEBSTER DEFINES THE TERM "OBEY" A S "TO BE OBEDIENT. EXECUTE THE 

COMMANDS OF . A L S O TO EXECUTE AS AN ORDER . " T H E OXFORD UNIVERSAL E N G L I S H DICTIONARY DEFINES 

"OBEY" A S "TO COMPLY W I T H , PERFORM A COMMAND, E T C . " T H E S E D E F I N I T I O N S ARE OUR USUAL CONCEPT 

OF OBEDIENCE AND W H I L E T H I S I S CERTAINLY AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF T H E B I B L I C A L DEFINIT ION OF OBEDI-

ENCE, THERE I S ANOTHER PORTION OF T H E B I B L E ' S DEFINITION OF OBEDIENCE T H A T . I F I T I S M I S S I N G , R E A L L V 

RENDERS WHAT A MAN MAY DO I N FOLLOWING TO T H E LETTER T H E DIRECTIONS AND T H E COMMANDS OF GOD , 

DISOBEDIENCE. S O OUR QUESTION THEM I S , " W H A T I S I T THAT MAKES OBEDIENCE ACCEPTABLE WITH G O O ? " 

INDEED, WHAT I S T H I S FACTOR THAT IS ESSENTIAL TO CONSTITUTE WHAT MAN DOES OBEDIENCE I N T H E SIGHT OF 

Goo, 
I 3ELIEVE THAT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR MAN TO DO JUST EXACTLY WHAT GOD COMMANDS AS FAR A 5 THE ACT 

IS CONCERNED AND YET BE D I S 0 3 E D I EMT . T A K E FOR ILLUSTRATION THE PARABLE TKAT JESUS TOLD AT THE 

CONCLUSION OF THE SERMON ON THE MOU MT . Л/Е REFER TO IT AS THE PARABLE OF THE TWO B U I L D E R S — 

THE WISE BUILDER AND TME FOOLISH BUILDER, IN READING THIS PAPABLE WE REMEMBER VERY CLEARLY THE 

LANGUAGE OF JESUS WHEN H z SAID TKAT THE WISE BUILDER IS T H E MAN THAT HEARETH THESE THINGS OF MINS 

AND DOETH T H E M . ON THE OTHER HAND THE FOOLISH BUILDER IS THAT MAN TKAT HEARETH THESE SAYINGS OF 

M I N E ANC DCETH THEM NOT, NOW I DON'T KNOW HOW MANY T I M E S WE ."�AVE READ AND STUDIED AND DISCUS5EO 

THIS PARTICULAR PARAELE AND WE HAVE _A1D V '' NOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THESE TWO BUILDERS !S 

THAT ONE DID AND ONE DIDN'T OO ANYTHING . " BUT IF YCU W I L L LOOK AT THE PARABLE YCU W I L L SEE TOT 

THAT IS NOT SO. IN FACT. WE'VE PREACHED A NUMBER OF OTHER SERMONS THAT TOLD US THAT THAT WAS 

HOT SO. FOR WE HAVE POINTED OUT HOVJ EACH OF THESE MEN EUILT A BUILDING. �VE HAVE POINTED OUT 

HOW EACH OF THESE MEN DID APPARENTLY THE VERY SAME THING AS FAR AS COULD BE DISCERNED BY THE 
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HUMAN EYE. WHAT THEN WAS T H E DIFFERENCE? T H E DIFFERENCE WAS NOT I N THAT ONE D I D SOMETHING 

AND ONE D I D NOTHING, T H E DIFFERENCE WAS THAT THOUGH THEY BOTH D I D SOMETHING THEY D I D THEIR 

SOMETHING UPON DIFFERENT FOUNDATIONS. T H E Y BEGAN FROM DIFFERENT P L A C E S , WHAT WAS I T THEM 

THAT MADE THE WIS E BUILDER A W I SE MAN AND T H E FOOLISH BUILDER A FOOLISH M A N ? T H E DIFFERENCE 

WAS THAT T H E W I S E MAN D I D WHAT HE D I D IN RELATIONSHIP TO JESUS C H R I S T AND T H E FOOLISH MAN DID 

WHAT HE DID BELIEVING TKAT HE WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE W I T H GOD I F HE JUST PERFORMED A PERFUNCTORY, 

MECHANICAL DOING OF WHAT GOD HAD SAID TO DO. I T H I N K I F YOU W I L L LOOK A T T H E SERMON ON THE 

MOUNT WHICH I S CONCLUDED BY T H I S PARABLE YOU W I L L SEE THAT T H I S I S T H E M A I N DIFFERENCE. A L L 

THROUGH T H I S SERMON WAS NOT JESUS T A L K I N G TO T H E PHARISEES WHO WERE DOING T H E W I L L OF GOD 

BUT WHO WERE DOING I T TO BE SEEN OF MEN? T H E Y WERE BUILDING ON T H E WRONG FOUNDATION. THEY 

W E R E M E N W H O W E R E D O I N G W H A T G O D H A D S A I D T O D O . B U T M E N W H O W E R E D O I N G S O T H I N K I N G т і � а т I N 

T H E DOING THEREOF. AND S I M P LY BECAUSE OF T H E DOING THEREOF, THEY WOULD BE J U S T I F I E D WITH GOD , 

I THINK T H I S I S FURTHER INDICATED AY T H E LANGUAGE WHICH J E S U S USED I M M E D I A T E L Y PRIOR TO T H I S 

PARABLE OF T H E TWO BUILDERS, WHEN , BEGINNING I N T H E 2 1 ST VERSE HE S A I D , " N O T EVERYONE THAT 

SAITH UNTO M E L O R D , L O R D , SHALL ENTER INTO T H E KINGDOM OF GOD„ BUT H E THAT DOETH T H E W I L L OF 

M Y F A T H E R W H I C H I S I N H E A V E N M A N Y W I L L SAY U N T O M E I N T H A T D A Y , L O R D , L O R D H A V E W E NOT P R O -

P H E S I E D . HAVE WE NOT CAST OUT DEMONS. HAVE Wt. NOT DONE MANY WONDERFUL WORKS IN THY NAME? 

Y E T W I L L I SAY UNTO T H E M . DEPART FROM M E YE THAT DO INIQUITY. I NEVER KNEW YOU . " Now WE HAVE 

SAID THAT THESE MEN TO WHOM J E S U S WAS SPEAKING THERE NEVER DID ANYTHING A T A L L . B U T I F YOU 

W I L L READ T H E LANGUAGE CAREFULLY. YOU W I L L SEE TKAT TKAT I S NOT SO FOR THEY KAD DONE MANY 

THINGS. WHERE THEN V/AS THEIR INSUFFICIENCY? T H E I R INSUFFICIENCY'V/AS I N THAT THEY D I D NOT DO 

THEM I N RELATIONSHIP TO T H E W I L L OF T H E F A T H E R I N HEAVEN. J E S U S WAS TRYING TO TEACH MEN THAT 

SIMPLY DOING T H E ACT WAS NOT NECESSARILY DOING T H E W I L L CF G O D . I BELIEVE T H I S I S A LESSON 

THAT 1 NEED TO LEARN AND NEED TO QE CONSTANTLY REMINDED OF AND I BELIEVE MANY OF MY BRETHREN 

NEED TO BE REMINDED OF I T , DOING THE ACT DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN THAT ONE HAS DONE T H E 

W I L L OF G O D . 

WHAT THEN I S T H E ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT TKAT CAN TAKE T H E DOING OF T H E ACT THAT GOD HAS C O M -

MANDED AND TAKE I T FROM AN AREA OF DISOBEDIENCE. AN AREA V/HERE I T I S UNACCEPTABLE, AND MOVE 

I T OVER INTO AN AREA WHERE GOD W I L L ACCEPT I T . I SUBMI T TO YOU THAT T H I S INGREDIENT HAS SEEN 

T H E SAME IN GOD'S DEALING WITH MAN FROM T H E VERY BEGINNING UNT8L T H I S DAY. L E T U S GO BACK INTO 

T H E PATRIARCHAL A G E . W H I L E T H E PASSAGE WE ARE READING WAS NOT WRITTEN I N T H E P A T R I A R C I A L AGE, 

I T REFERS BACK TO A B R A H A M . L E T US READ FROM NEHEMIAH 9 : 7 . 8 . " T H O U ARE T H E LORD T H E GOO, 

WHO DIDST CHOOSE ABRAM. AND BROUGHTEST HIM FORTH OUT OF UR OF THE C K A L D E E S . AND GAVEST HIM 

T H E N A M E O F A B R A H A M : A N D F O U N D E S T H I S H E A R T F A I T H F U L B E F O R E T H E E . " T H I S W A S T H E D I S T I N G U I S H -

I N G F E A T U R E U N D E R T H E L A W . T U R N TC' E Z R A 7 : 1 0 , ' ' F O R E Z R A HAD P R E P A R E D H I S H E A R T T O S E E K T H E 

L A W OF T H E L O R D , A N D T O DO I T . A N D T O T E A C H I N I S R A E L S T A T U T E S A N D J U D G M E N T S . " I T W A S NOT S I M -

P L Y THE DOING OF IT BUT IT WAS THE DOING OF IT IN RELATIONSHIP TO A PARTICULAR ATTITUOE OF HEART 

T K A T M A D E E Z R A ' S A C T A C C E P T A B L E . I I C H R O N I C L E S 9 1 ; Z 0 . 2 I . ' 'A N D T H U S D I D H E Z E K I A H THROUGHOU T 

A L L J U D A H , A N D W R O U G H T T H A T W H I C H W A S GOOD A N D R I G H T A N D T R U T H , B E F O R E T H E L O R D H I S G O D . A N D 

I N EVERY WORK T H A T H E BEGAN I N T H E S E R V I C E O F T H E H O U S E O F G O D , A N D I N T H E L A W . A N D I N T H E C O M -

MANDMENTS, т о S E E K His G O D , JJE DID. i l WITH ___L HIS HEART, A N D P R O S F E R E O . " T H E S A M E P R I N C I P L E 

I S T R U E I N T H E C H R I S T I A N D I S P E N S A T I O N , R O M A N S . . i v . I G . ' B U T G O D B E T H A N K E D , T H A T YE W E R E 

THE SERVANTS OF SIN, BUT y_g J�:,WE OBEYED FROM THE. i____J_I THAT FORM OF D O C T R I N E W H I C H W A S D E -

L I V E R E D Y O U . B E I N G T H E N M A D E F R E E F R O M S I N , Y E B E C A M E T H E S E R V A N T S O F R I G H T E O U S N E S S " So 

OVER AND OVER AND OVER AGAIN, IM EVER4' DISPENSATION, IN EVERY AGE, UNDER EVERY LAW WHEREIN 

GOO HAS DEALT WITH MAN, TKAT WHICH HAS CONSTITUTED OBEDIENCE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD IS AN ACT 

IN RELATIONSHIP TO GOD WHICH IS PROMPTED BY THE FULLNESS OF THE HEART, ł THINK A GOOD SUMMARY 

MAY BE FOUND IN I SAMUEL 1 2 : 2 4 AND AGAIN IN I CHRONICLES 28 ; 9 . ONLY FEAR THE LORD. AND SERVE 

HIM Щ Х Ш Л І Б YA'IJH Ą L L __Э__Й Ü E & ß l : FOR CONSIDER HOW GREAT THINGS HE HATH DONE FOR YOU . " "AMD 
T H O U . S O L O M O N M Y S O N , KNOW T H O U T H E G O D OF T H Y F A T H E R , A N D P F R V E H I M W I T H A P E R F E C T K E A R T , 
AND i_LTH A Wjt t INrt M|MQ. FOR T H E L O R D S E A R C H Z T H A L L H E A R T S , A N D U N D E R S T A N D E T H A L L T H E I M A G I -
N A T I O N S O F T H E T H O U G H T S . " T H E R E A R E T W O E X P R E S S I O N S IM T H I S L A T T E R P A S S A G E W H I C H WE HAVE REA-. 
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F R O M I C H R O N I C L E S 2 0 : 9 W H I C H S B E L I E V E W I L L H E L P U S I N U N D E R S T A N D I N G W H A T T H E P E R F E C T HEART I S . 

T H A T YOU S E R V E H I M , D A V I D S P E A K I N G T O S O L O M O N , W I T H "A P E R F E C T H E A R T " A N D " W I T H A W I L L I N G M I N D " 

IN OTHER WORDS. THAT ATTITUDE OF HEART V/HICH CONSTITUTES MAN'S BEING A N D H I S D E E D S A C C E P T A B L E 

W I T H G O D I S B A S E D U P O N A D I S T I N C T A N D A P O S I T I V E A C T O F M A N ' S W I L L . W H E N M A N HAS A W I L L I N G M I N D , 

AND BECAUSE HE W I L L S TO SERVE, DOES SERVE T H E LORD JESUS C H R I S T . HE THEN HAS WHAT D A V I D CALLED 

"A PERFECT H E A R T , n 

BUT NOV/ HAVING S E E N T H A T T H E R E I S A N E S S E N T I A L INGREDIENT W H I C H IS NECESSARY IN ORDER TO CON-

STITUTE EVEN DOING ACTS TKAT GOD HAS COMMANDED ACCEPTABLE WITH GOD, WE NEED TO GO JUST ONE �STEP 

FURTHER, AND THAT STEP IS THIS. WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FAITH AND WORKS? ONE OF THE 

GREATEST DIFFICULTIES IN THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IS TO UNDERSTAND THE BIBLICAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

FAITH AND WORKS. IN FACT, A FAILURE TO UNDERSTAND THIS RELATIONSHIP IS A CAUSE OF MANY OF THE 

MAJOR DIVISIONS CREEDWISE. NOT JUST IN OUR CAY. BUT FROM THE VERY BEGINNING OF THE PROCLAMATION 

OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. MANY OF THE SO�CALLED HERESIES OF HISTORY HAVE BEEH BROUGHT 

ABOUT BECAUSE OF A EASIC DIFFERENCE IN ATTITUDE AND UNDERSTANDING REGARDING THE RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN FAITH AND WORKS. WHAT THEN ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE IS THE RELATIONSHIP? 

S O M E W O U L D R E S P O N D B Y S A Y I N G T H A T W O R K S A R E F A I T H M A D E V I S I B L E , B U T I W O U L D Q U E S T I O N T H A T . 

C A N W E A L W A Y S SAY W H E N E V E R W E S E E WORKS T H A T T H E S E W O R K S A R E F A I T H M A D E V I S I B L E ? S O M E H O W I 

DOUBT I T . F O R I N S T A N C E , I N I J O H N 14: i 5 „ W E READ T H E S I M P L E S T A T E M E N T , " I F YOU L O V E M E . K E E P 

M Y C O M M A N D M E N T S , , " W E H A V E A L W A Y S U N D E R S T O O D I N R E L A T I O N S H I P T O T H A T P A S S A G E T H A T O N E M A Y 

K E E P T H E C O M M A N D M E N T S W I T H O U T L O V I N G , B U T O N E C A N N O T L O V E W I T H O U T K E E P I N G T H E C O M M A N D M E N T S . 

1 B E L I E V E T H E S A M E T H I N G I S T R U E A S REGARDS T H E S T A T E M E N T W O R K S A R E F A I T H M A D E V I S I B L E . I B E -

L I E V E T H A T O N E M A Y DO T H E W O R K S W I T H O U T T H E F A I T H . B U T I DO NOT B E L I E V E T H A T O N E CAN H A V E F A I T H 

W I T H O U T T H E W O R K S . S I N C E O N E CAN DO T H E W O R K S W I T H O U T N E C E S S A R I L Y H A V I N G T H E F A I T H , T H E N W E 

C A N N O T L A Y DOWN A B L A N K E T R U L E A N D SAY T K A T WORKS A R E A L W A Y S M A D E V I S I B L E . W O R K S M A Y BE T H E 

E V I D E N C E O F F A I T H , B U T W O R K S M A Y A L S O BE D O N E W I T H O U T T H E I R B E I N G E V I D E N C E O F F A I T H . S O M E O N E 

A S K S A Q U E S T I O N . " W H A T A B O U T J A M E S 2 : I 8 W H E R E J A M E S S A Y 5 . ' L E T ' S H A V E A C O N T E S T �. S ' . . . . S H E W 

M E T H Y F A I T H W I T H O U T T H Y W O R K S , A N D I W I L L S H E W T H E E M Y F A I T H BY M Y W O R K A . ' W A S NOT J A M E S 

S A Y I N G T K A T WORKS A R E F A I T H M A D E V I S I B L E ? " I D O N ' T T H I N K S O . I D O N ' T B E L I E V E T K A T J A M E S I S 

S A Y I N G T H A T W O R K S A R E A L W A Y S E V I D E N C E O F F A I T H . W H A T J A M E S I S S A Y I N G T H R O U G H O U T T H E SECOND 

C H A P T E R I S T H A T I F YOU H A V E F A I T H . T H E O N L Y WAY YOU W I L L E V E R S H O W I T I S BY W H A T Y O U D O . H E I S 

NOT S A Y I N G T H A T V V W T YOU DO A L W A Y S SHOWS I T S U T H E I S S A Y I N G I F YOU H A V E I T T H E O N L Y WAY Y C U 

CAN SHOW I T I S T H R O U G H W H A T YOU D O . WORKS A R E NOT A L W A Y S E V I D E N C E O F F A I T H . |M I I K I N G S 5 : 1 

W E R E A D , "Now N A A M A N , C A P T A I N O F T H E H O S T O F T H E K I N G O F S Y R I A , W A S A G R E A T M A N W I T H H I S 

MASTER, AND HONOURABLE, BECAUSE BY HIM THE LORD HAD GIVEN DELIVERANCE UNTO SYRIA. " NOW HERE 

IS A MAN OF WHOM THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, "HE WAS HONOUR*BLE, " BUT HIS HONOR. HIS HONESTY, AND 

HIS INTEGRITY HAD NO RELATIONSHIP TO THE GOO OF ISRAEL. ІТ HAD NO RELATIONSHIP TO A FAITH IN THE 

ONLY TRUE AND LIVING GOD THEREFORE. HERE IS A WORK WHICH IS CERTAINLY IN KEEPING WITH WHAT 

GOD WANTS A MAN TO D O . H E WANTS H I M TO BE HONORABLE. H E WANTS H I M TO BE HONEST. H E WANTS 

H I M TO HAVE INTEGRITY. BUT I N T H I S CASE THESE Q U A L I T I E S WERE NO EVIDENCE OF F A I T H I N T H E TRUE 

AND L I V I N G GOD WE LOOK ABOUT US I N OUR WORLD TODAY AND WE NO DOUBT SEE MANY INDIVIDUALS WHO 

A R E G O O D , M O R A L I N D I V I D U A L S . E U T T H E Y A R E NOT G O O D . M O R A L M E N B E C A U S E T H E Y H A V E F A I T H I N G O D . 

T H E Y ARE GOOD, MORAL MEM BECAUSE THEY HAVE SOME HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS OF T H E I R DEING AND THEY 

J U S T W A N T T O D E A L R I G H T L Y W I T H T H E I R F E L L O W м а и . і т I S N O E V I D E N C E O F A N Y F A I T H I N G O D . ï N F A C T , 

T H E R E A R E S O M E M E N WHO D O N ' T HAVE A___ F A I T H I N G O D W H O M A Y BE G O O D . M O R A L M E N - T H I S S I M P L Y 

SAYS T H A T WORKS A R E NOT A L W A Y S E V I D E N C E O F F A I T H 

WORKS ,\:AY BE S A I D T O BE F A I T H M A D E V I S I B L E ONLY W H E N YOU A R E S P E A K I N G OF A P A R T I C U L A R K I N D 

O F W O R K . WORKS M A Y BE S A I D , O B E D I E N C E M A Y BE S A I D T O BE F A I T H M A D E V I S I B L E ONLY W H E N YOU ARE 

S P E A K I N G OF A P A R T I C U L A R O B E D I E N C E . W H A T K I N D O F O B E D I E N C E I S T H A T ? L I S T E N VERY C A R E F U L L Y TO 

R O M A N S 1 6 : 2 5 , 2 6 . "Now т о H I M T H A T I S O F POWER T O S T A B L I S H YOU A C C O R D I N G T O M Y G O S P E L , A N D T H E 

P R E A C H I N G O F J E S U S C H R I S T , A C C O R D I N G T O T H E R E V E L A T I O N O F T H E M Y S T E R Y , W H I C H W A S K E P T S E C R E T 

S I N C E T H E W O R L D BEGAN B U T MOV/ I S M A D E M A N I F E S T , A N D BY T H E S C R I P T U R E S O F T H E P R O P H E T S . A C C O R D -

ING T O T H E C O M M A N D M E N T O F T H E E V E R L A S T I N G G O D , M A D E KNOWN T O A L L K A T I O N S FOR T H E O B E D I E N C E OF 
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F A I T H . " NOW " F A I T H ' AND "OBEDIENCE OF F A I T H " ARE NOT THE SAME T H I N G . OBEDIENCE OF FAITH I S OBE-
DIENCE: THAT FAITH PROMPTS. OBEDIENCE OF FAITH I S OBEDIENCE TKAT I A S FA ITH AS ITS SOURCE, ìT I S 
OBEDIENCE THAT RESULTS FROM. I T I S OBEDIENCE THAT SPRINGS OUT OF F A I T H , AND I T |S JUST HERE TKAT 
M A M Y W H O T A K E S U C H P R I D E I N T H E I R B E I N G M O R A L L Y G O O D M E N G O B Y T H E W A Y S I D E A N D E T E R N A L L Y S O . 

T H E I R OBEDIENCE TO THE MORAL PRECEPTS OF G O D A N O JESUS CHRIST HAS ABSOLUTELY MO RELATIONSHIP 
A T A L L T O F A I T H I N T H E S O N O F G O D . і т I S N O T J U S T A N Y K I N D O F O B E D I E N C E T H A T I S A C C E P T A B L E W I T H 

G O D . I T I S ONLY THAT OBEDIENCE THAT I S PRODUCED BY F A I T H . 

T H I S DISTINCTION BECOMES A GREAT DEAL MORE OBVIOUS WHEN WE LOOK AT CERTAIN ACTS V/HICH GOD 

REQUIRES WHICH CAN AND W I L L BE PRODUCED ONLY BY F A I T H . T H E S E ARE ACTS WHICH HAVE NOTHING AT 

A L L TO COMMEND T H E M EXCEPT GOD'S COMMAND. M A N LOOKS A T WHAT GOD HAS COMMANDED AND HE CAN�T 

SEE ANY REAL REASON FOR DOING I T . BUT HE HAS GOD'S COMMAND AND GOD'S C O M M A N D C O M M E N D S I T T O H I M . 

H E DOESN'T PERFORM THE ACT BECAUSE OF SOME HUMANITARIAN REASON. HE DOESN'T REFRAIN FROM DOING 

IT BECAUSE IF HE DID IT HE MIGHT BE PUT IN JAIL, H E DOES IT BECAUSE HE HAS GOT FAITH IN GOD, I T I S 

THESE DEEDS WHICH BECOME I N A PARTICULAR AND IN A PECULIAR WAY T H E T E S T OF T H E REALITY AND THE 

VALIDITY OF T H E F A I T H OF M A N . I N HEBREWS I 1 WE READ WHAT I S C A L L E D T H E " F A I T H CHAPTER OF T H E 

B I B L E . " AND YET I T I S A CHAPTER I N WHICH T H E VERBS ARE SO VERY IMPORTANT V E R B S ARE WORDS OF 

OOING, WORDS OF A C T I O N . S O M E T I M E S WE GO OVER TO J A M E S a AND SAY. " H E R E I S A CHAPTER WHICH 

DEALS WITH MAN'S OBEDIENCE." BUT I A M NOT CONVINCED THAT IS SO. T H E GREAT LESSON THAT JAMES 

I S TEACHING IN THE SECOND CHAPTER DOESN'T DEAL WITH WORKS PER SE BUT HE IS TALKING ABOUT TKAT 

REAL F A I T H . THAT PERFECT F A I T H , THAT COMPLETE FAITH THAT ALWAYS EXPRESSES I T S E L F IN THE OBE-

DIENCE OF F A I T H . BUT L E T ' S TURN BACK TO THE FAITH CHAPTER. W E HAVE SAID TKAT THERE ARE S O M E — 

T I M E S ACTS WHICH HAVE NOTHING TO COMMEND THEM BUT THE COMMAND OF GOD I BELIEVE THE ELEVENTH 

CHAPTER OF HEBREWS SETS FORTH A SERIES OF MEN WHO HAD T H I S KIND OF FAITH " B Y FAIT H A B E L O F -

F E R E D . " W H Y D I D Y O U O F F E R , A B E L ? W H A T D O Y O U H A V E T O C O M M E N D I T ? W H Y D O Y C U G O O U T T O Y O U R 

FLOCK. A B E L , AND GET T H E VERY BEST SHEEP THAT YOU HAVE GOT AND BRING I T UP HERE AND GIVE I T A S A 

.SACRIFICE т о GOD? HUMAN REASON WOULD SAY I F YOU ARE GOING TO OO ANYTHING, GO OUT AND GET THE 

SICKLY ONES. A N D THAT I S WHAT HAPPENED so MANY, MANY T I M E S . B U T F A I T H SAYS. 'Do WHAT GOD 

DIRECTED."' B Y F A I T H NOAH B U I L T . " N O A H , WHY I N T H E WORLD D I D YOU BUILD AN ARK SO FAR FROM 

WATER? T H E R E I S JUST ONE ANSWER—BECAUSE GOO S A I D T O . AND WHEN NOAH D I D WHAT GOD HAD S A I D . 

GOD WAS A D L E TO SAY, " B Y F A I T H NOAH B U I L T . " " B Y F A I T H . A B R A H A M , WHEN HE WAS T R I E D OFFERED 

UP ISAAC . ' A B R A H A M . OON«T YOU KNOW ISAAC I S T H E SON OF P R O M I S E ? H A V E N ' T YOU STOPPED TO CON-

SIDER, ABRAHAM THAT I F YOU K I L L ISAAC THERE MAY BE NO MORE SONS OF T H E PROMISE? B U T YOU SEE 

WHEN GOD S A I D . " O F F E R I S A A C. '• A B R A K . M DIDM�T R A T I O N A L I Z E , A B R A H A M CIDN'T TRY TO FIGURE OUT 

SOMETHING E L S E , ABRAHAM DIDN'T A S K GOD FOR REASONS. " B Y FAITH A B R A H A M OFFERED, " M A R K TV* 

LANGUAGE THAT I S USED OF ABRAHAM AFTER ABRAHAM HAD GONE A S FAR AS GOD COULD P E R M I T , "NOW 

1 KNOW THAT THOU FEAREST M E SEEING THAT THOU HAST NOT WITHHELD TH Y SON T H I N E ONLY SON FRCTH 

M E . " G O D E A S E S H I S K N O W L E D G E O F A B R A H A M ' S F A I T H , G O D R A S E S H I S K N O W L E D G E O F A B R A H A M S R E V E -

R E N T I A L FEAR NOT ON ANYTHING THAT ABRAHAM HAD S A I D , BUT ABRAHAM'S OBEDIENCE »VAS EVICÍMCE OF 

K I S F A I T H . I T W A S P R O M P T E D B Y F A I T H . O N L Y F A I T H C O U L D H A V E P R O D U C E D I T I T W A S O B E . I E N C E O F 

FAITH AND I T V/AS ACCEPTANCE UNTO GOD . " E Y M Y S E L F . " GOD CONTINUES, "HAVE I SWORN OR BECAUSE 
THOU HAST DONE T H I S THING THAT I N BLESSING I W I L L BLESS T H E E , AND I N MULT IPLY ING I V ' I LL MULTIPLY 
THY SEED AS THE STARS OF T H E HEAVENS AND AS THE SAND IS UPON THE SEASHORE . " YCU CAN GO THROUGH 
THE ENTIRE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF TKAT CVAPTER AND YOU KEEP COMING UF> WITH T H E F/.ME THING OVER AND 
OVER AND OVER AGAIN. GOD'S PEOPLE COMING FACE TO FACE WITH OCCASIONS WHEN TK:.-:Y WERE ORDERED TO-
D O T H I N G S T H A T O N L Y T H E C O M M A N D O F G O D C O U L D C O M M E N T T O T H E M . " B Y F A I T H I S V A E L P A S S E D T H R O U G H 

THE RED S E A . " WHAT KIND OF FAITH DID IT TAKE TO MARCH TOWARD A W A L L OF WA" ER? 5 B Y FA ITH THE 
WALLS OF JERICHO F E L L DOWN AFTER THEY WERE COMPASSED A B O U T . " WHAT KIND _F FAITH WOULD IT TAKE 
TO GO OUT AND MARCH AROUND T H E WALLS OF THAT CITY? W I T H HUMAN NATURE BEING WHAT I T I S . I'M SU.*îE 
THE CIT IZENS OF JERICHO WERE STANDING OH THE RAMPART LAUGHING AND DERIDINE T H E ISRAEL ITES . A N D 
I T I S H A R D , I T I S H A R D T O B E O B E D I E N T T O G O D , ! T I S H A R D T O F A V E O B E D I E N C E O F F A I T H W H E N M E N A R E 

D E R I D I N G A N D S A Y I N G . " W E L L . T H E R E I S N E I T H E R R H Y M E N O R R E A S O N F O R T H A T . " W H E N A M A N H A S F A I T H 
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IN GOD THERE I S ALWAYS RHYME AND THERE I S ALWAYS REASON, AND T H E FACT THAT GOO HAS COMMANDED 

I S REASON ENOUGH T O P R O M P T F A I T H T O A C T . 

T H I S I S T H E THING THAT MAKES OBEDIENCE ACCEPTABLE TO G O D . A N D APART FROM T H I S OBEDIENCE YOU 

ARE ON THE SAND. YOU ARE OVER ON T H E FOUNDATION THAT I S NOT SURE A N D SAFE . YOU ARE THERE U N -

PROTECTED, TO BE SWEPT AWAY WHEN T H E STORMS OF L I F E AND JUDGMENT COME SWEEPING ROUND ABOUT 

T H I S , BRETHREN, I S T H E REASON THAT WHEN WE LOOK INTO T H E WORD OF GOD. A N D WE READ THERE OF 

M E N A N D W O M E N W H O H A V E G I V E N T H E M S E L V E S A L L T H E D A Y S O F T H E I R L I F E I N O B E D I E N C E O F F A I T H I N R E -

LATIONSHIP т о G O D . G O D D O E S NOT LOOK A T T H E M A N D R E M A R K O N T H E I R O B E D I E N C E . B U T T H E R E I S A P A R -

T I C U L A R L Y BEAUTIFUL WORD WHICH SUMMARIZES AND EXPRESSES THE LIFE THAT HAS BEEN LIVED IN OSEDIENCf 

O F F A I T H , ' W E L L � D O N E T H O U GOOD A N D F A I T H F U L S E R V A N T . ' " A R E Y O U F A I T H F U L ? I A M NOT A S K I N G YOU I F 

YOU HAVE DONE THIS OR IF YOU HAVE DONE THAT, FOR AS WE HAVE SEEN. YOU MAY DO THIS AND THAT AND 

THE OTHER AND STILL NOT BE ACCEPTABLE TO GOD , I'M ASKING IF YOUR�DOING THAT V/HICH GOD HAS D I -

RECTED YOU TO DO. HAS BEEN MOTIVATED AMD PROMPTED. NOT JUST IN THE BEGINNING. BUT THROUGHOUT 

THE DAYS OF YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE. BY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST. HAS IT BEEN, NOT JUST OBEDIENCE. BUT 

HAS IT BEEN OBEDIENCE OF FAITH? 


