ELECTION
PRESENTED BY
JEss HaLL, Jr,
GREEN LAWN CHURCH Qi CHRIST
FEBRUARY 2, 1969

JE COME TONIGHT I OUR STUDY OF BASIC EISLE DOCTRINES TO A STUDY OF THAT DOCTRINE KNOWHN AS
THE DOCTRINE OoF ELECTION, INCLUDED IN THE DISCUSSION OF THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION MUST NECES-
SARILY BE SOME REFERENCE TO THE DOCTRINE OF PREDESTINATION, THE DOCTRINE OF REPROBATION, AND
SOME OTHER THINGS BECAUSE ALl OF THESE ARE INTERTWINED AND FORM BUT DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF THE
SAME SUBJECT. ! WISH IT WERE POSSIBLE TO TAKE ENOUGH TIME TO DEVOTE PERHAPS A MONTH TO A DIS—
CUSSION OF THIS SUBJECT, AND EVEN THEN IT MIGHT BE IMPOSSIBLE TO DO IT JUSTICE, SUCH CANNOT BE

DONE, BUT [ WOULD EMPHASIZE AGAIN THAT WE ARE SEEKING MAINLY 7O PUT BEFOREZ YOU SOME -BASIC PRIN.

PLES OF SCRIPTURE, TO ACQUAINT YOU WITH SOME BASIC CONCEPTS IN THESE AREAS OF PARTICULAR DOC-
TRINES IN ORDER THAT YCU, TAKING THESE, MIGHT !N YOUR CONTIMNUING STUDY OF SCRIPTURE USE THESE T«
MCORE PERFECTLY UNDERSTAND THINGS UPON WHICH WE HAVE NOT TOUCHED, IO THAT END. WE ARE REPRO-
DUCING THESE SERMON3 AND THIS ONE AS WITH THE OTHERS WILL, (N THE COURSE OF TIME, BE PRINTED
AND READY FOR DISTRIBUTION.,

QUITE OFTEN WHEN WE BEGIN TO SPEAK OF THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION, THERE ARE SOME OF MY BRE-
THREN WHO SAY THAT THERE IS HO SUCH DOCTRINE IN THE WORD OF GOD., BUT THIS IS NOT SO0. THERE IS
A DOCTRINE OF PREDESTIMATIOM. THERE IS A DOCTRINE OF ELECTION IN SCRIPTURE, AND | HOPE IN THE
COURSE OF THIS LESSON TONIGHT 7O BE ABLE TO SET BEFORE YOU, FIRST OF ALL, THE CALVINISTIC DOC-
TRINE OF ELECTICH, ITS WEAKNESSES AMD THE AREAS il WHICH IT CONFLICTS WITH THE WORD oF Gob,
AND THEN, HAVING DONE THAT, | WANY TC GO BEYOND JUST STATING WHAT THE BIBLICAL DCCTRINE IS NOT
AND SET BEFORE YOU SOME PRINCIPLES WHICH | THINK WILL BE HELPFUL IN UMDERSTANDING WHAT THE
SCRIPTURAL DOCVRINE OF ELECTION ACTUALLY 1S. MANY TIMES WHEN WE BEGIN A DISCUSSION OF SOME-
ONE ELSE'S TEACHING, WE ARE ACCUSED OF PUTTING THEIR TEACHING IN OUR OWN LANGUAGE AND OF PUT-—
TING IT IN OUR OWN LANGUAGE IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT THEN HAVE AN EASY JOB OF SHOWING ITS WEAK-
MESSES, THEREFORE, TONIGHT | DO NOT WANT TO MAKE THAT MISTAKE, AND SO WHAT | HAVE TO SAY ABCu
THE CALVINISTIC DOCTRINE OF PREDESTINATION AND ELECTION WILL BE TAKEN FROM CALVINISTIC WRITERS
PERHAPS WITH BUT ONE EXCEPRPTION, THE STATEMENTS WILL BE TAKEM FROM A WRITING BY THE LATE L.Oouis
BERKHOF WHO WAS PROFESSOR OF SYSTEMATIC THEGLOGY AT CALVIN SEMINARY. ! THINK THAT A PRCFES-
SOR OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY AT CALVIN SEMINARY MIGHT BE REGARDED AS AN EXPERT AS TO JUST EXACT
WHAT THE DOCTRIME OF CALVINISM TEACKES, [FIRST OF ALL IVAKT TO READ 70 You MR, BERKHOF DEFIN
TI10MN OF THE BOCTRINE OF ELECTION AS IT IS TAUGHT 8Y CALVINISM, HE STATES THAT ELECTION MAY BE
DEFINED AS "THAT ETERNAL ACT OF GGD WHERE=ZY HE IN HiS SOVERIEGN GOCE FLEASURE AND ON ACCOUNT ©
NO FORESEZSN MEZRIT IN THEM CHOSES A CERTAIN NUMBER OF MEN TO BE THE RECIPIENTS OF SFPECIAL GRACE
AND OF ETERNAL SALVATION.™ Mow, iFf | MAY SIMPLY RESTATE THAT. MR. EERKHOF STATES THAT THE
DOCTRINE OF ELECTION AS TAUGHT BY CALVIN 1S THAT GOD BY AN ARBITRARY ACTT MHAS PREDESTINED CER-
TAIN (NDIVIDUALS TO SALVATION, AND THEAT THEY WILL BE SAVED BY THE GRACE oF Gon., Now, ACCORDINS
To CALVINISE THIS IS REALLY JUST ONE-UALF THE DOCTRINE AND YOU CANMOT UNDERSTAND THE CALVIMIS--
TIC DOCTRINE OF ELECTION UNLESS YOU PLACE DY ITS SIDS THE OTHER HALF OF THE COIN, THE OTHER SiD!
OF THE COIN 15 THE CALVINISTIC DOCTRINE CF REPROBATION, THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION, ACCORDING TO

THE CALVIHIST, SAYS THAT GOD HAS PREDETERIJINED THAT A CERVAIN NUMBER OF MEN WILL, BE SAVED,
THE DOCTRINE CF REPROBATION IS, AS DEFINED BY THEM, "THAT ETERNAL DECREE OF GOD WHEREBY HE

HAS DETERMINED 7O PASS SOME MIN BY WITH THE OPERATIONS OF HIS SPECIAL GRACE AND TO PUNISH THEM
FOR THEIR SINS TO THE MAMIFESTATION &7 HIS USTICE, " lMow LET ME PARAPHRASE THAT., MR.BERIGIOF
DEFINES THE COCTRINE OF REPROBATION AS BEING VHE ETERNAL DECREE oF COD{THAT IS TO SAY THAT THIS
1S A DECREE WHICH WAS MADE FROM CR HEFORE THE VERY BEGINNING-~COD MACE IT SVEH IN ETERNITY)
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WHEREIN GO0 DETERMINED TO PASS CERTAIN MEN BY AND TO PUNISH THEM FOR THEIR SINS IN ORDER THAT
THE JUSTICE OF GOD MIGHT BE MATE MANI/FEST, IN OTHER WORDS, THERE IS NOT ANYTHING 1N THE WORLD
THAT THESE MEZN COULD DO IN ORDER TO AVOID BEING PUNISHED FOR THEIR SINS BECAUSE GOD HAS FROM
ETERNITY PREDESTINED THEM TO ETEANAL DAMNATION,

Now, HOW DOES THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION woRKT DOES MAN HAVE ANY CHOICE !N THE DOCTRINE OF
ELECTION TO GRACE OR REPROBGATION TO ETERNAL DAMNATION, MR, BERKHOF SAYS CONCERNING THE OPE—
RATION OF ELECTION, "IT IS IRRESISTABLE, THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT MAN CANNOT OPPOSE iTS EXZCU-
TION TO A CERTAIN DEGREE, BUT IT DOES MEAN THAT HIS CPPOSITION WIlL NOT PREVAIL. NEITHER DOES
IT MEAN THAT GOD Il THE EXECUTION OF HIS DECREE CVERPOWERS THE HUMAN WILL IN A MANMER WHICH
IS 1HCONSISTENT WITH MAM'S FREE AGENCY. [T DOES MEAN HOWEVER, THAT GOD CAN AND DOES EXERT
SUCH AN INFLLUENCE ON THE HUMAN SPIRIT AS TO MAKE iT WILLING," Now WHAT MR. BERXHOF (S5 LOOK-
ING AT HERE IS THE AGE-0LD DELIMMA WHICH CONFRONTS ALL CALVINISTS WHICH STATES THAT IF THIS
OPERATION OF GRACE 15 IRRESTIBLE, THEN !T OF NECESSITY OVERRIDES THE MORAL AGENCY OF MAN., I[F
IT IS IRRESISTABLE, MAN DOESN'T HAVE ANY CHOICE. IF IT IS IRRESISTABLE, MAN IS MADE TO BE SAVED,
MR, BERKHCOF REALIZES THAT THIS IS INCONSISTENT WITH WHAT SCRIPTURE REVEALS CONCERMNING THE
NATURE OF MAN AND HIS FREE MORAL AGENCY. HE SEESKS TO AVOID THE DELIMMA BY SAYING THAT MAN
CAN OPPOSE IT, BUT HE CAN OPPOSE IT ONLY TO A CERTAIN DEGREE AND HIS OPPOSITION CANNGT PREVAIL.
HE SAYS MAN 1S MOT MADE TO EZECOME A CHRISTIAN I8 A WAY THAT OVERRIDES HIS FREE WILL, BUT God
WORKS ON HIS SPIRIT IN ORRER TO MAKE HIS SPIRIT WILLING, NOW IT APFEARS T0 ME THAT MR, BERKHO!
STILL HAS NOT AVOQIDED THE DELIMMA. [F GOD CPERATES ON THE HUMAN SPIRIT IN ORDER TO MAKE IT
WILLING, THEN IT APPEARS TO ME THAT WHETHER A MAN IS WILLING OR NOT IS STILL DETERMINED BY AN
ACT OF GOD WHICH MAKES IT IMPOSSIELE FOR HIM TO RESIST BEING WILLING, AND SO THE DOCTRINE OF
CALVINISH SIMFLY STATEC IS THAT GoOD HAS FREDETERMINED THAT CERTAIN MEN WILL BE SAVED AND CER-
TAIN MEN WiLL 25 REPROBATE ETERMALLY FROM THE PRESENCE OF GOD AND THAT MAN DCES NCOT HAVE ANY
CHOICE IN THE MATTER.

Neow WHAT 1S WRONG WITH THIS DOCTRINE? 1. IT MAKES GOD PARTIAL, [T MAKES GOD CHOSE THIS
MAN OVER THAT MAN AND THIS IS INCONSISTENT WiTH WHAT GOD HAS REVEALED CONCERNING HIMSELF ,
THE APOSTLE PETER IN ACTS :10:24 SAID, "OF A TRUTH ! PERCEIVE THAT GODL IS NO RESPECTER OF PER-
SONS: BUT IN EVERY NATION HE THAT FEARETH HIM, AND WORKETH RIGHTECUSNESS, IS ACCEPTED WITH
HIM." SURELY WHEN SCRIPTURE SAYS THROUGH THE INSPIRED PETER (I} PETER 3219) THAT IT 1S THE
WILL OF GOD THAT ALL MEN SHCULD COME TO REPENTANCE, 7 ILL BEHOVES ANY MAN TQ SAY THAT THIS
IS NOT THE WILL OF GOD AND THAT GOD DOES MOT WILL THAT ALL MEN SHOULD BE SAVED, BUT THAT Gob
WILLS SOME MEN SHOULD BE ETERNALLY REPROBATE FROM His PRESENCE,

2. TH!S DOCTRINE OF ELECTION MAKES GOD ARBITRARY FOR IT REVEALS A CGOD WHO IS WIELDING UN-
LIMITED POWER IN A TYRANICAL AND DESPOTICAL WAY,. IT REVEALS A GOD WHO WITHOUT ANY REASON AT
ALL LOOKS DOWN AND MAKES SOME ARBITRARY CHOICES AND PLACES CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS CN ONE SIDE AND
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS ON ANOTHER. AGAIM, THIS 1S CONTRARY TO EVERYTHING THAT GOD HAS REVEALED
CONCERNING His NATURE,

3, THIS DOCTRINE OF ELECTION IS UNJUST TO THE UMSAVED FOR THE UNSAVED, ACCORDING TO THE DOC-
TRINE OF REPROSATION, DO NOT HAVE ANY CHARNCE AT ALL. T MAKES NO DIFFERENCE HOW THEY LIVE,

IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE HOW THEY CRY. IT MAKES NC DIFFERENCE HOW THEY PLEAD WITH GOD, HOW THEY
PRAY TO GDD. IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE THAT THEY MAY, ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING OF SCME OF THESE
INDIVIDUALS, COME TO THE MOURHNERS BENCH ANMD SEEX FOR WEEKS AMO FOR MONTHS TO PRAY THRouG:H, IF
GoD HAS PREDETERMINED THEAM TO ETERNAL DAMMNATION, THEY DO NOT HAVE A CHANCE 70 BE SAVED, NOW,
CERTAINLY GOD IS 70 BE PRAISED FOR SAVING THE ELECT, WE'LL VALK AEDUT THE ELECT AND HOW THEY
BECOME THE ELECT WHEN WE TALK ABOUT BISLICAL DOCTRINE, 5UT GOD IS NOT TO BE CHARGED WITH THE
CONDEMMNATIO!N OF THE LLOST FOR GOD DESIRES THE SALVATION OF ALL PEOPLE. "FOR GaD SC LOVED THE
WoALD (THAT RMEANS HUMANITY), THAT HE GAVE 4!S ONLY SEGOTTEN SO THAT WHOSQEVER BELIEVETH IN
KiM SHOULD NGT PERISH BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE.® Looi AT ROMANS 3332, "HE THAT SPARED NOT
H!S CWN SoN, BUT DELIVERED HIM UP FOR US ALL , HOW SHALL HE NOT WITHI.?.;‘TL.SD FREELY GIVE US ALL
THINGST?" Loox AT Il PETER 3:9. "THE LLORD 15 NOT SLACH CONCERNIMNG HIS PROMISE, AS SOME MEN
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COUNT SLACKNESS; BUT IS LONGSUFFERING TO US—-WARD, NOT WILLING THAT ANY SMOULD BPERISH. BUT
THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE." COD OFFERS PARDON, GCD OFFERS SPIRITUAL PEACE TO
EVERY INCIVIDUAL. HE OFFERS IT UPGCH THE BASIS OF THE ATONING WORK OF 115 SGN AND NOTHING

IN ALL OF THIS WORLD PREVENTS A MAH FROM RECEIVING THE BENEFITS OF THAT ATONING WORK EXCEPT
HIS UNWILLINGNESS TO RECEIVE THAT WHICH GOD HAS OFFERED UNTO HIM,

4, THIS COCTRINE DESTROYS HUMAN FREEDOM. SURELY THROUGH THE MEANS OF THE GOSPEL, THE
AGENCY OF GOD'S PEOPLE, GoD LEADS, GOD PERSUADES, GOD ENTREATS. AND GoOD EXHORTS, BUT NEVER
ANYWHERE IN THE BIBLE DO WE FAVE AN INTIMATION OF A HINT THAT GOD EITHER SAVES THEM WHEM THEY
ARE UNWILLING TO BE SAVED OR MAKES THEM WILLING TO BE SAVED IN SPITE OF THEIR SINS

5. THIS DOCTRINE DISCOURAGES SAVING THE LOST. WHY SHOULD | BE CONCERNED ABOUT GOING iINTO
ALL OF THE WORLD AND PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF JEsus CHRIST WHEN GOD HAS ALREADY FIXED FOR
ETERNITY THE DESTINATION OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL WHO SHALL HAVE EVER LIVED ON THE FACE OF THE
EARTH. GOD HAS ALREADY TAKEN THIS 'NDIVIDUAL AND PREDESTINED HIM 70 ETERNAL LIFE AND GoD
HAS TAKEN ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL AMND PREDESTINED HIM TO ETEANAL DAMMATION AND THERE IS NCT ANY-
THING IN THIS WORLD THAT CAN CHAMGE THOSE DECREES. WY THEN SHOULD | BE WORRIED ABOUT FREACH -
ING THE GOSPELT IF GOD HAS PREDESTINED A MAN TO BE SAVED, THAT MAN CAN AND THAT MAN WILL BE
SAVED iN SFPITE OF MY EFFORTS OR IN SPITE OF THE LACK OF MY EFFORTS TO CARRY HIM THE GOSFEL OF
JEsSus CHRIST, ]

6. THE DOCTRINE TENDS TOWARD IMMORALITY., WHIN A MAN HAS BEEN PREDESTINED TO ETERMAL
LIFE AND WHEN, HAVING BEEN PREDESTINED TO ETERNAL LIFE, THERE IS NOT ANYTHING HE CAN DO,
THERE 1S HOT ANYTHING THAT THE DEVIL CAM DO, THERE IS NOT ANY WAY IH THIS WORLD THAT HE CAN
MISS GETTING THERE-—-WHY SHOULD HE CE CONCERNED AECUT LIVING ACCORDING TO THE INSTRUCTIONS OF
THE N, T, IF HE HAS BEEN PREDESTINED TO ETERNAL LIFE THEN ALL OF THE SINS THAT HE MIGHT COMMI
IN SPITE OF A LACK OF REPENTANCE, WOULD NOT KEEP HIM OUT OF HEAVEN,

7. THIS DOCTRINE TENDS TOWARD PRIDE, FOR 1, YOU SEE, HAVE BECOME ONE OF THE ELECT. | AM
ONE OF THE PREDESTINED, AND ALL OF THESE UNSAVED CUT HERE~-GOD DION'T PREFER THEM, GOD DIDK'
ELECT THEM, THEREFORE, | HAVE PRIDE BECAUSE GOD HAS CHOSEN ME ABOVE ALL OTHERS,

ALL OF THESE THINGS ARE WRONG, UNSCRIPTURAL, ABCUT THE CALVIMNISTIC DOCTRINE OF ELECTION,
But NOW, HAVING MADE THESE COMMENTS A3CUT WHAT THE BIELICAL DOCTRINE OF ELECTION IS NOT,
WE HAVE YET THE MOST IMPORTANT HALF OF THE LESSON AND THAT MALF DEALS WITH THE QUESTION,
“WHAT 1S THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF ELCCTIONT™ FIRST, LET ME SET FORTH SOME PRELIMINARY
THOUGHTS, LET ME LAY SOME FOUNDATION UPCH WHICH WE LATER WANT TO BUILD, LET ME SuGe:s
IN THE FIRST PLACE THAT GOD TAKES THE INITIATIVE [N SALVATION, ONE MAM HAS SAID THAT THE DOC-
TRINE TERMED ELECTION, IS NONE OTHER THAN GOD'S INITIATIVE IN SALVATION OR GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY
IN RELATION TO MAN'S REDEMPTION, AND | BELIEVE THAT'S TRUE. WE GPEN UP oUR BIBLES TO GENE-
S!S 1.1 AND THERE WE READ IN RELATION TO THE CREATION, "IN THE BESINNING GOD," | 2ELIEVE THAT
THATYT STATEMENT, "IN THE BEGINNING GOD, "™ APPLIES NOT ONLY TO THE BEGI!MMING OF GOD'S PHYSICAL
CREATION, BUT | BELIEVE IT APPLIES ALSC TC THE BEGINNING OF THE WORK OF REDEERING MAN, THiE
INITIATIVE HAD TO BE N GoD, MAN DOES NOT REVEAL HIMSELF TOo Gob., $oD REVEALS HIMSELF TO
MAN, AS WE LOCK AT THE SCRIPTURES, AS WE LOOK AT THE REVELATIONS THAT. GOD HAS MADE OF
HIMSELF UNTO US, THE TENOR OF THE ENTIRE LENGTH AND BREADTH cF BIpLICAL TRUTH IS THAT GoD
INITIATES SALVATION, THE ZENITH OF ALL OF GQD'S WORK IS saLvAaTIoN, HE SEnT CHRIST IN ORDER
TO IAAKE SALVATION OR RELEMPTION POSSIBLE, LUKE 19710 JE5US 5510, "1 AM COME TO SEEK AND
TC SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST,"™ HE WAS SAYING THAT HERE IS THE EMERCISING OF THE INITIATIVE
ON GOD'S PART TO PROVIDE A MEANS, T0 PROVICE A WAY, WIHEREDRY THE GULF TUAT HAD BEEN CREATED
BETWEEH S0D AND MAN THROUGH MAN'S SINS MIGHT BE BRIDGED, NOT BY AN ACT OF MAN BUT BY AN
ACT OF GOD. SO THIS IS THE FIfRST THING, A4ND A VERY IMPURTANT MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION, THAT
GOD INITIATES SALVATION,

2. WE NEED TO REMEMBER THAT GOD ACTS WIiTH A PURPOSE IN ELECTION. GnD ACTS WITH A PUR-
POSE THAT IS ETERNAL, GOD'S SCHEME OF RECEMPTION GI!D HOT COME (NTC HIS LilND ON THE DAY OF
THE CRUCIFIXION, THE DAY OF THE CRUCIFIXION WAS THE CULMINATION OF THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION
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THAT HAD BEEN IN THE MIND OF GOD FROM ETERNITY. EVERVYTHING THAT GCD DID FROM THE FALL OF
MAN TO THE COMING OF JESUS CHRIST INTO THE WORLD WAS DONE WITH A SPECIFIC PURPOSE IN MIND,
AND THAT PURPCOSE WAS THE REDEMPTION OF MAN IN CONFORMITY WITH GOD'S ETERNAL PLAN. LISTEN

70 If TiMCTHY 1:9-10, "WHO HATH SAVED US, AND CALLED US WITH AN HOLY CALLING, NOT ACCORDING
TG OUR WORKS, BUT ACCORDING TO HIS OWN PURPOSE AND GRACE, WHICH WAS GIVEN US IN CHRIST JESUS
BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN; BUT 1S NOW MADE MANIFEST BY THE APPEARING OF CUR SAVIOUR JESUS THRIST,
WHO HATH ASCLISHED DEATH, ANC HATH BROUGHT LIFE AND IMMORTALITY TO LIGHT THROUGH THE GOSFEL.,’
THERE 1S NOTHING ARBITRARY, THERE 1S NOTHING UNGRACIOUS, THERE IS NOTHING UNLOVING IN GoD'S
DEALINGS WITH MAN, FOR SUCH WOULD CONTROVERT HIS RIGHTEOUS NATURE, SUCH WCOULD SAY THAT
EVERYTHING THAT GOD HAS SAID CONCERNING HIMSELF IS NOT TRUE. ALL OF THE GOOD THAT COMES

INTO THE LIVES OF MEN, THE GREATEST OF WHICH IS MAN'S ETERNAL REDEMPT!ON, COMES AS A RE-
SULT CF THE GRACIOUS PURPOSE OF GOD THROUGH THE AGES,

3. WE NEED 70O BE AWARE OF THE DANGER OF A ONE-SIDED VIEW oF Gob. WHEN WE LOOK AT GoD
AND EMPHASIZE His wiLL, HIS INFINITE POWER, HiS OMNISCIENCE, AND THINIK NOTHING OF HIS LOVE,
His meERrcy, HiIs GRACE, AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, THERE 1S A DANGER OF DERIVING A CONCEPT OF Gob
AS BEING A GOD THAT IS ANl ARBITRARY DESPOT RATHER THAN A FORGIVING FATHER WHO DESIRES THE
BEST FOR His CREATURES, [N OTHER WORDS, IT IS THE ERROR OF CONCEIVING OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF
Gon As A FuncTIoN oF HIS GOOD PLEASURE RATHER THAN [N TERMS OF AN ETERNAL PURPOSE DESIRING
THE GOOD OF ALL., AND HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU HEARD THATT7 How MANY TIMES HAVE WE LOOKED
INTO SCRIPTURE AND WE HAVE SEEN AM ACT OF GOD, AND THE ONLY THING WE SAID ABOUT iT, THE ONLY
THING WE FELT WE CCULD SAY ABCUT IT. WAS THAT IT WAS JUST AN ARBITRARY ACT OF THE COOD PLEA-
SURE OF GOD, WHEN SUCH WAS NOT THE CASE AT ALL, | AM NOT SAYING THAT GOD DOES NOT HAVE THE
RIGHT TO EXERCISE His GCOD PLEASURE. BUT WHAT | AM SAYING IS THAT GOD'S GOOD PLEASURE 15 HOT
EXERCISED ARBITRARILY. [EVERY DEED THAT GOD HAS DONE IT HAS BEEN HIS GOOD PLEASURE TO WOIK
FOR THE ETERMAL PURPOSE THAT HE WAS WORKING FOR MAN I JESUS CHRIST.

4. WE NEED TO BE AWARE OF THE FACT THAT THE ATONEMENT IS NOT LIMITED, BUT GENERAL. WHEN
IT IS HELD THAT GOD FOREORDAINED SUME MEN TO ETERNAL DAMNATION WHILE HE FOREORDAIMNED OTHER
MEN TO ETERNAL LIFE IT IS A NECESSARY CONCLUSION THAT JESUS CHRIST CAME TC DIE FOR SOME MEN,
BUT HE DID NOT COME TO DIE FOR OTHERS, THIS IS NOT AN OVERSTATEMENT OF THE DOCTRINE, LIiSTEN
AGAIN TO [Mir, BERKHOF,. "CHRIST DIED FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACTUALLY AND CERTAINLY SAVING THE ZLEC
AND THE ELECT ONLY. THIS IS5 EQUIVALENT TO SAYING THAT HE DIED FOR THE PURPOSE CF SAVING ONLY
THOSE TO WHOM HE ACTUALLY APPLIES THE BENEFITS OF His REDEMPTIVE WORK," MR, BERKHOF sAYS
THAT JESUS DIDN'T DIE FOR ALL IMEN, FE ONLY DIED FOR THE ELECT, NoOw SOME HAVE NOT BEENM ABLE
TO ACCEPT THIS KiND OF STRAIGHT—FROM-THE-BOTTLE CALVINISTIC DOCTRIME AND THEY HAVE SOUGHT
TO MORIFY THE DCCTRINE, AS RID A i, STRONG IN HIS WORK ON SYSTEMATIC THEQLOGY, HE MAKES
IT COME oUT THIS WAY, "THE SCRIPTURES REPRESENT THE ATONEMENT AS HAVING BEEN MADE FCR ALL
MEN AND AS SUFFICIENT FOR THE SALVATION OF ALL, MNOT THE ATOMEMENT THEREFORE 1S LIMITED, BUT
THE APPLICATION OF THE ATONEMENT THRCUGH THE WORK OF THE HoLy SpiaiT,™ IN OTHER WORDS, HE
IS SAViING JESUS DIED FOR ALL MEN, BUT THE PROBLEM, MR, STRONG SAYS, IS THAT THE HoLy SPIRIT
MUST NOT HAVE KNOWN THAT, BECAUSE HE JUST GOES TO WORK ON A FEW MEN, THEY ARE THE ELECT
AND THE REST OF THEM ARE LEFT oUT. MNOW OF THESE TWO POSITIONS, | BELIEVE THE LATTER, THE
MODIFICATION, 1S THE WORST DOCTRINE., ACCORDING 70 THE FIRST, HERE'S A MAN WHO IS LOST AND
YOU CAN GO TO HIM AND SAY, "I'M SORRY THERE IS NOTHING FOR You.,"™ BUT ACCCRDING TC THE SECOND
MAN YOU GO TO HIM AND SAY, "THERE IS SOMETHING FOR YOU BUT YOU CAN'T PAVE IT," [T IS LIKE Go-
ING TC A STARVING MAHN WHO CRAWLS IN OFF THE DESERY, HUNGRY AND THIRSTY AND DYING, AMD A MAN
GOSES AND S27S, "THERE 1S A BIG BANQUET INSIDE, BUT THERE IS NOTHING FOR YOU. ['#M SORRY,"™ BuTt
THE SECONRD POSITON GOES TO THIS HUNGRY, THIRSTY, DYING MAN AND SAYS, "THERE IS A GREAT BIG
FEAST il HERE AND IT IS FOR YOU," YOU GET HIS HOPES ALL DUILT UP AND THEN SAY, "BuT yYou can'T
HAVE 1T." S0 THE MODIFICATION (S REALLY WORSE THAM THE DOCTRINE WHICH IT ATTEMPTS TO MODIFY
BoTH OF THEM ARE WROMNG BECAUSE THE ATOMEMENT iS5 MOT LIMITED., NEITHER IS THE APPLICATION OF
THE ATONEMENT LIMITED SO THAT SQME CANNOT HAVE IT APPLIED TO THEM, LisTEn 70 Il PETER 211,
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(THESE ARE PASSAGES \WHICH SHOW THAT THC DEATH OF CHRIST 1S FOR ALL, EVEN THOSE WHO ARE CON-
SIDERED AS LOST.) "EUT THERE WERE FALSE PROPHETS ALSO AMONG THE PEOPLE, EVEN AS THERE SHALL
BE FALSE TEACHERS AMORG YOU, WHO PRIVILY SHALL DENY THE LORD THAT BOUGHT THEM, AND BRING UPO!H
THEMSELVES SWIFT DESTRUCTION," HERE ARE 1NDiVIDUALS WHO DENY THE MASTER, BUT PETER SAID THE
DENY THE MASTER THAT BCUGHT THEW. HE DIED FOR THEM, THE ATONEMENT WAS NOT LIMITED, | JOHN
2.2, "AND HE IS THE PROPITIATION FOR QUR SINS! AND NOT FOR QURS ONLY, BUT ALSO FCOR THE SINS OF
THE WHOLE WORLBD., " | TinOTHY 2.6, "WHO GAVE HIMSELF & RANSOM FOR &LL."™ TITUS 2:11, "FOR THE
GRACE OF G0D THAT DRINGETH SALVATION HATH APPEARED 70 ALL MEN." THE ATONEMENT IS GEMERAL, IT
1S NOT LIMITED,

Now WE HAVE SAID THAT EVERY ACT THAT GoD HAS DONE HAS BEEN DONE iN RELATIONSHIP TO HIsS PUR-
POSE FOR MANKIND, MoOW WHAT IS GOD'S PURPOSE FUR MANKINDT? GOD'S PURPCSE FOR MANKIND IS DIS—
CERNED IN BOTH THE O, T, AND N,T, FROM THE BEGIMMING OF TIME IT STRIKES US THAT THE PURPOSE CF
GoD IS NOY LIMITED, BUT WORLDWIDE 1H ITS SCopE, CERTAINLY THIS IS TRUE AS WE READ SCRIPTURE
THAT THE CHOICE OF GOD SOMETIMES NARROWS ITSELF DOWN THROUGH MANM, WE MUST ALWAYS LLOOK AT
THESE CHOICES NOT AS ENDS IN THEMSELVES, BUT AS MEANS TO THE LARGER END OF ACCOMPLISHING GoD':
ETERNAL PURPOSE, LET'S LOOK AT SOME OF THEM !N THE O, T, AS SOOM AS RIAN IS CAST OUT OF THE
GARDEN, GOD GIVES HiM HOPE IN GENESIS 3415, THEN THERE IS A CHOSING OF SETH OVER AGAINST THE
LINE OF CAIN FOR IT 1S SAID, "THEN BEGAN MEN TO CALL ON THE NAME OF JEHOVAH,"® GEMES(S 4:236,
THE NEXT ELECTION IS THAT oF NCAN AND HIS FAMILY AS THE CHANKHEL THROUGH WHICH GOD'S BLESSINGS
ARE GOING TO COME TO THE WORLD, GENES!IS 6:8. FRoM NOAH'S FAMILY GME 1S CHOSEN, SHEM., AND
FROM THE SHEMITES ONE 1S CHOSEN., ABRAHAM !S SELECTED AND GOD'S REMARK TO ABRAHAM DISCLOSES
His PROPOSED WILL TOWARD MANKIND. LISTEN 7O !IT FRCM GENESIS 12323, "AND ! WILL MAKE OF THEE
A GREAT NATION, AND | WILL BLESS THEE, AHND MAKE THY NAME GREAT ! AND THOU SHALT BE A BLESSING:
AND ! WiLL BLESS THEM THAT BLESS THEE, AND CURSE HIM THAT CURSETH THEE: AND IN THEE SHALL AL?
FAMILIES OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED," You SEE GoOD'S PURPOSE IN CHOSING SETH AND IN CHOSING Noay
AND IN CHOSING SHENM AND IN CHOSING ABRAMAM WAS NOT ONE THAT WAS LIMITED IN SCOPE BUT WAS FOR
THE EXPRESS PURPOSE OF BRINGING A BLESSING TO ALL MANKIND. FRoOM ABRAHAM'S SCONS {SAAC WAS
CHOSEN AND FRoM [SAAC'S SONS, JACOB WAS CHOSEN AND JACOB BECAME ISRAEL, AND NATIONAL ISRAEL
EZCAME GOD'E ELECYT, THE ONES THROUGH WiHoM H=Z wWAS 70 RESTOW HIS FAVOR UPON THE WORLD IN THE
COoMING oF JeEzus CHRIST., LISTEN TO THESE Q.7 ., PASSAGES, EZEKIEL 20:5. “THUS SAlTH THE LeRD
Gon, IN THE DAY WHEN L CHOSE ISRAEL ., AND LIFTED UR LIINE HAND UNTO THE SEED OF THE HOUSE oF Jace
PsaLm 105:6, “O YE SEED OF ABRAHAM HIS SERVANT, YE CHILDREN OF JACOZ. HIS CHOSEN."™ GobD CHOS'
ISRAEL, YET THE UNIVERSAL SWEEP OF ISRAEL'S CALL CANNOT BE OVERLOCOKED, FOR IF WE QVERLOOK THE
UMIVERSAL SWEEP OF ISRAEL'S CALL, WE MiSS THE VERY PURPOSE FOR WHICH Gobo CALLED YHEM, [N Isa
IAH 49:6 ISAIAH SAID, “! WILL ALSO GIVE THEE FOR A LIGHT T0Q THE GENTILES, THAT THOU MAYEST BE
SALVATION UNTO THE END OF THE EARTH." GoOD, WHY DID YOU CHOSE ISRAEL? WHY DID YOU WANT THEM
TO BE EXCLUSIVE? GOD CHOSE ISRAEL TO BE EXCIUSIVE N ORDER THAT THEY MIiGHT ACCOMPLISH GoD's
ALL INCLUSIVE PURPGSE OF SENDING REDEMPTION ARD SALVATION TO THE ENTIRE WORLD,

BuT HOT CMLY IS S0D'S PURPOSE FOR MANKIND DISCERNED IN THE O,T,, GOD'S PURPOSE FOR MANKINT
1S DISCERNED it THE N, T, [T 1S DISCERNED (N THE iNCARNATION AND IN THE ATONEMENT OF JESUS CHRI:
In LuKE 2:25-32 SIMEON IS SPEAKXING, HE SAID, "L.ORD, NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT DEPART IN
PEACE, ACCORDING TO THY WORD; FOR MINE EVES MAVE SEEN THY SALVATION, WHICH THGU 1'AST PREPARE
SEFQRE THE FACE OF ALL PECPLE: A LIGHT TO LISHTEN THE GENTILES, AMD THE GLORY OF THY PEZOPLE
ISRAEL ,” SinEON HAD BEEN LOOKING FOR THE COMING OF MESSIAH AND HE WAS NOYT TO DIE UNTIL MEssL
CAME, AND HE SAID HERE, "i BAVE SEEN MESSIAH INCARNATE, [ HAVE SEEN HiMm wWHO WAS COME TO BE A
LIGHT TO THE GENTH.ES."” WE HAVE ALREADY SEEN THAT EVERY STATEMENY RELATIVE 70 THE PURPOSE
CF THE ATONEMENT AS IT RELATES YO MANICIND SHOWS THAT THE ATONEMENT 1S UNIVERSAL AND NOT LIMI-
TED, WE FIND ALSO THAT N THE N, T, CoDR'S PURPOSE FOR MANIKIND IS SEEN IN THE HISTORY AND THE
TEACHING OF THE EARLY CHURCH, [HDEED THIS !S CME OF THE GREAT STRUGGLES THAT WE SEE BEING CAR-
RIED ON 1% THE EARLY CHURCH i THE gC0i oF AcTs, Ol THE ONE HAND THERE WERE THGSE WHO SAID THE
GOSPEL WAS FOR THE JEWS AND WAS T0 BE LIMITED TO THE JEWS., ON THE OTHER HAND THERE WERE THO
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WHO SAID THAT THERE WAS NO LIMITATION TO THE GOSPEL AND THE GOSPEL WAS TO GO TO EVERY Mo
THIS STRUGGLE WAS NOT REALLY SOLVED UNTIL A MIRACLE CAME TO PETER IN THE TENTH CHAPTER oF
ACTS AND UNTIL THEY HAD AN INSPIRED MESSAGE IN THE FIATEENTS CHAPTE? WHICH SAlD, LET 110
GENTILE DRETHREN INTO THE CHURGCH OF GOD) IN FACT, WHEN WE TURN TO THE ErRHESIAN LETTED |
FIND THAT THE MYSTERY WHICH HAD UNTIL THE TIME OF THE GOSPEL DISPENSIATION BEEN HIODEN,
KAD BEEN HIDDEN PAUL SA!D THROUGH ALL OF THE AGES AND WAS HCW MADE KNOWN, 'WAS THE FAC
THE COSPEL WAS FOR THE GENTILE A5 WELL AS FOR THE JEW, THE GENTILE, ACCORDING 70 PALL
EPHESIANS 3, 1S FELLOW HEIR, IS A FELLOW MEMBER OF THE BODY AND IS FELLOW PARTAKXER OF i
PROMISE iN CHRIST JESUS THROUGH THE GOSPEL., EPHESIANS 3!14-13.

Bur wow WHILE THIS IS GOD'S PURPOSE FOR MANKIND, WHAT 1S (3C0'S FURPOSE FOR THE INDIVIC
IT CAN READILY BE SEEN, | BELIEVE, THAT GOD'S DEALING WITH THE INDIVIZUAL CA: BEST BE UNDZH-
STOOD, AND IT CAN ONLY BE UNDERSTOCD, IN CONTEXT WITH GOD'S LLARGER PLAN FOR THE WHOLE Wo
WHzt! WE BEGIN TO SEE GoOD'S PURPOSE FOR THE WHOLE WORLD I JEsus CHRIST, THEN, A5 WE LO0K
BACK ON THE ACTS THAT GOD TOOIK il ONDER TO BRING 70 FRUITION HiIS REDEMPTIVE SCHEME IN JEo! ¢
CHRIST, MANY OF THE CHOICES WHICH SEEMED AT THE TIME TO BE ARBITRANY, PROVE TO BE MOST G
CIOUS ACTS RELATED TO HIS RIGHTEDUS PURPOSE FOR ALL MANKIND, GOD FORESEES, AS FARAS 7117 |
DIVIDUAL 1S COMCERNED, THE FAITH CF THE BELISVER, WHEN DOES GoD SEE ITT WHEN DOES GoD ¢
WHEN DOES GoD ELECT? [DON'T BELISVI THAT CSOD CAH CHOSE AFVER MAN, FOR IF GOD CHOSES A&
MAN THAT WOULD MAKE MAN SUPERIOR 70 SoD, § DON'™ BELIEVE TUAT GOD AN CHOISE ALONG Wi
MAN, FOR IF (GOD CHOOSES ALOHG WITH MAN, THAT WOULD MAKE COD DEPENDANT UPON MAN . GOD 11U«
CHOOSE MAN BEFORE MAN CHCOSES GoD. FOR IT IS ONLY WHEN GOD CHCOOSES WMAN EZFORE j4AN CHO
COD THAT THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOB3 CAN B8E MAINTAINED,

THIS IS THE CLEAR TEACHING OF SCFPIPTURE, EPHESIANS 1:4 "ACCORDING AS HE HATH CHOSE! ..
HIM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, " il TiMoTHY 1:2, "WHO HATH SAVED LS, AND CALL
WITH AN HOLY CALLING, NOT ACCORDING TO CUR WORKXS, EUT ATCORDING TO HIS OWN PURPOZE AND ©
WHICH WAS GIVEN US IN CHRIST JE3US LEFORE THE WORLD BEGAM, ™ MOW IF THOSE PASSAGUS SAY 1Y
THING, THEY SAY THAT WE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN 1N GOD PEFORE WE HAVE CHOSEN GoOR, BuT now Dois
THIS MEAN THAT, THOUGH MAN 1S CHOSEN OF GOI' BEFCRES MAN CROOSES GOL , THAT THIS CHAICE 16 £ 7

BITRARY, THAT THIS CHOICE IS OF SUCH A NATURE AND EXERCISED (N SUCH A MANMER THAT MAN GANIOY

RESIST 177 | BELIEVE NoT, | BELIEVE THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE TO BE LLIKEWISE CLEARX UPON 711!
EVERY INDICATION OF SCRIPTURE IS THAT EACH PERSON ENTERS INTO LIFE, OR, CONTRARIWISE, ELC.
PERSCON ENTERS INTO CONDEMMNATIOMN ACCORDING TO THE RESFONSE THAT HE MAKES VO THE GUSPEL o
JESUS CHRIST., THE RESPONSE THAT HE MAKES TO THE GOSPEL IS STILL DEPENDENT UPOH COD, ni-
CAUSE, AS WE HAVE SEEN, GOD HAD TO TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN PROVIDING & WAY WHEREBY 14AN L0
BE SAVED, WHAT WE ARE SAVYiING IS THAT GQD ELECTS, BUT THAT IN GOBD'S ELECTION, HE& noeEs ~nio
GATE, HE DOES NOT OVERRULE, HE DOES NOT WEGATE TiE FREEDOM OF MAN, MAN'S RIGH: OF CrOlLE
WAS BESTOWED URPON HIM AT CREATION, NOT AT THE FALLL, HE HAD THE RIGHT AT CREATION AND 157
EVEM THE FALL HAS TAKEN AWAY FROM (AN THE RIGHT WO EXERCISE THE FREE MORAL ASENIY THAT
GAVE TO HIpM, GOD WILL NCT, COD DCES NOT, EXERCISE HIMSELF IN SUCH WAYS AS TO ANNUL. THE
MORAL AGENCY OF MAN,

ALL THE WRITERS OF THE N,T . CONSISTENTLY ASSUME FRZEDJOM ON THE PART CF MAN AND MAI'S
SEONSIBILITY TO THE INVITATION OF THE GOSPEL OF JE=-uS CHRIST. INDEED THE PIIMARY AND GO
ING APPEAL TO REPENTANCE AND FAITH IN THE WCRD OF GOD PRESUPPOSES FREEDOM OF CHOICE AN!
CONDUCT ON THE PART OF MAN, EVERY APPEAL THAT THE SCRIPTURE MAKES 7O MAN, APPEALS TO &
AS A MOPAL, AS A SPIRITUAL, AND AS A PERSONAL SEING, EVERY APBEAL THAT THI SCRIFTURE Al
TO LIAX IS ONE THAT SEENS TO PERSUADE MAN AND NOY TO COERCE HiMi. GOD SEEKS TO PIRGUALE 14
HOT THROUGH THE IRRESISTIBLE EXERCISE OF HIS ETERNAL SPIRIT, 3UT HE SEEXS TO PERSUADE MAN

THROUGH THE DULY APFOINTED MZEANS—-THROUGH THE DEATH OF JEZus, TARCUGH THEI REVELATION 0F T1.

DEATH AND 1TS BENREFITS THEAT WE HAVE N HIS STERNAL WORD, THROUGH CHRISTIAUS AS JESUS LIVES |
THEM AND AS THEY LIVE IN HIM AND AS NCIVIDUALS LOSKING AT CHRISTIANS SEE THEM AS A LIGHT 1.
DARK WORLD, ALL OF TVHESE ARE MEANS BY WHiCH GoD SEEXS VO PERSUADE MEN TC ACCOME, BY
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FREE CHOICE, CHRISTIANS, IN JOHN 16:8~11 WE FIHND THAT THE FOLY SRIRIT CAME COMVICT OF Sin,
AND CF RIGHTECUSNESS, AND OF JURGMENT, THIS IS SiMFLY SAYING THAT GOD WHEN HE COMES THROU!
THE WORK OF vHE SPIRIT, AS HE EXERCISES HIS APPEAL THAOUGH THE WORBD, SESKS TO APPEAL To 7
WHCLE OF MAN--—TO HIS EMOTIONS, TO HiS INTELLECY, AND TO HIS WILL ,

ALSO, LET US NOT FORGET THAT GO0, IN His ELECTION, ELECTS ONLY TO SALVATION Gon poss
ELECT TO DAMMATION, GOD DOES NOT ELECT ANY MAN TO BE EVERNAILLY LOST, G0OD'S WiLL—-—WE'VE
17 SEVERAL TIMES,. (Il PETER 3:9)-—1S "THAT ALL MEN SHCULD COME TO REPENTANCE.”™ MEN MAY B
MEN WILL PERISH. BUT THEY WILL NOT PERISH BECAUSE GoOb CESIRES IT 02 HAS PREDETERMINED IT,
FROMANS 10V PAUL PRAYED THAT HIS FELLOW ISRAELITES MIGHT BE SAVED, HE =710, "BRETHREHN,
HEARY'S DESIRE AND PRAYER TO GoD FOR ISRAEL 5, THAT THEY MiGHT BE SAVED. ' WHy, PAauL? Ir
GOD HAS ALREADY PREDESTINED SOMIE OF THEM TO ETERNAL DAMANTION, SHOULD YOU BE CONCERNEDT
THE APOSTLE PETER IN Il PETER 110 WROTE TO CHRISTIANS AND SAID, "MAKE YOU CALLING AND ZLE
TION SURE, ™ \V/HY BE WORRIED ASCUT IT IF IT IS ALREADY PRERETERMINED AND CERTAIN B8Y THE Ev:En
DECREE oF GobD7

GoOD ELECTS KMEN TO SALVATION 0T TO DAMNATION AND TONIGHT IF YOU ARE LOST, IT IS NOT B&c!
GOD WILLS 1T, AND IF TONIGHT YOU ARE LLOST, IT IS NOT GCHECAUSE GOD HAS ORDANED THAT NOTHING
8E ABLE TO BE DONME FOR YOU., IF YOU ARE LOST TONIGHY, IT iS BECAUSE YOU HAVE UNTIL THIS Mo
OF TIME BY YOUR OWN CHOICE TURNED YOUR BACK UPQO:! JESUS AND HiS WORK UPON THE crROSS,. 7 is
CAUSE EVERY APPEAL THAT GOD HAS MADE TO YCU THEOUGH THE MANIFESTATION OF HIS LOVE SEEN &
ZENITH iN JESUS CHRIST, THROUGH THE ATOHING SENEFITS CF THE BLCOD oF JESUS, THROUGH EVERY
THAY CAN BE MADE THROUGH HiIS WORD 70 YOUR SPIRIT, YOUR SOUL, YOUR EMOTIONS AND YOUR Wit .
HAVE CHOSEN TO REJECT,. THEVHAVIGONE FOR NAUGHY ., TONIGHT , THAT CAN ALL BE CHANGED. iT ca
CHANGE BY AN ACT OF PURE WILL, BY YOUR SAYING, "IN0O LONGER AM [ coiNG TO REFUSE, NO LONGER A"
GOING TO REJECT, NoO LOMGER AM | GOING TO SAY NO V0 GOb, [ &AM S0IN5 TO sAY, 'YES, GobD. '™ T An
GOING TO SAY, "YES, | KNOW YOU LOVE ME,* | AM GCING TO SAY, "VYES, | Know JESUS DIED FOR M=
I AM cOING TO sAY, "YES_ BECAUSE | KNOW THAT THEZ INVITATION OF JESUS 1S NOT LIMITED BUT IS TO
"WHOSOEVER WILL LET HIM COME."™ AND I wiLL, 1': coMingt™ WoULD YoU, WHILE WE STAND AND Wi
WE SiNG?



