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LAAST LORD'S DAY EVENING WE LOOKED AT THE SUBJECT OF "OBEDIENCE ." T O N I G H T . WE COME TO 

LOOK AT A SPECIFIC ACT OF O B E D I E N C E — T HE ACT OF BAPTISM . ІТ IS NOT FAR FROM ACCURATE TO SAV 

THAT THE SUBJECT OF SAPTISM HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF MORE CONTROVERSY BETWEEN THE CHURCH 

AND THE DENOMINATIONS THAN ALMOST ANY OTHER SUBJECT. I THINK THERE ARE A NUMBER OF REASONS 

WHICH MIGHT BE ADDUCEO FOR T H I S DIFFERENCE. ONE REASON IS THAT THE DENOMINATIONAL W 0 3 L D 

ANO THE CHURCH HAVE TO SOME DEGREE FAILED TO APPRECIATE THE B l B L E TEACHING RELATIVE TO BAP-

T I S M . NOW IT MAY SE THAT YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW I COULD MAKE A STATEMENT L I K E THAT, 

PARTICULARLY TO SAY THAT THE CHURCH DOES NOT SOMETIMES SEEM TO FULLY UNDERSTAND THE TEACH: 

OF THE N . T . RELATIVE TO BAPTISM . Y E T . I THINK THE EVIDENCE INDICATES THAT T H I S IS THE TRUTH 

OF THE MATTER. ІТ IS TRUE THAT MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH REALIZE THE NECESSITY OF BAPTISM IN 

ORDER TO SALVATION, BUT I BELIEVE IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH HAVE DIFFICULTY 

IN UNDERSTANDING WHY. HAVING RECEIVED N . T . ßAPTISM. THEY HAVE NOT DONE A WORK OF M E R I T . 
NOW I KNOW WE CAN RECITE ALL OF THE VERSES. AMD WE DO RECITE T H E M . WHICH INDICATE THAT V/HE' 
WE HAVE BEEN 3APTIZED WE STILL HAVE NOT LEARNED ANYTHING. BUT WHY IS IT SO? І Т DOESN'T MAK 

A GREAT DEAL OF DIFFERENCE HOW MANY VERSES WE MAY BE ABLE TO RECITE TO SHOW THAT BAPTISM IS 

ESSENTIAL AND HAVING RENDERED OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMAND WE HAVEN'T EARNED ANYTHING. IF WE 

DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY T H I S IS T R U E . ,VE DO NOT HAVE THE UNDERSTANDING WHICH IS NECESSARY IN О 

DER TO EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATE TO OTHERS THE IMPORTANCE OF N . T . BAPTISM 

IN SPEAKING OF BAPTISM TONIGHT. WE ARE SFEAKING MAINLY OF ITS PURPOSE IN FACT. WE ARE 

SPEAKING TONIGHT ALTOGETHER OF ITS PURPOSE. T H I S IS NOT TO INDICATE THAT THE ACTION OF 3APTI 

OR THE INDIVIDUAL UPON WHOM BAPTISM MAY VALIDLY BE PERFORMED ARE NOT IMPORTANT SUBJECTS, . 

IT IS TO SAY THAT THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM OUGHT NOT TO BE PUT INTO THE SHADE BY THESE DISCUSSI 

AS TO ITS ACTION OR ITS OBJECT. I F THE ACTION OR THE OBJECT OF BAPTISM HAS AMY VALIDITY AT AL*. 

IT DERIVES THAT VALIDITY FROM THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM , I F IT IS NOT IMPORTA 

AS TO THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH WIT ARE TO BE BAPTIZED, THEN PERHAPS THOSE WHO SAY THAT THE ACT. 

IS RATHER IMMATERIAL ( i T MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER YOU ARE IMMERSED OR HAVE WATER SPRIN:'. 

CR POURED UPON YOU) AND THOSE WHO SAY THAT THOSE UPON WHOM BAPTISM I S TO BE PERFORMED IS IM 

M A T E R I A L ( W H E T H E R IT BE AN INFANT OR AN ADULT) ARE CORRECT IN THEIR POSITIONS . 'T IS ONLY AS Tl 

PURPOSE OF BAPTIS M HAS IMPORTANCE THAT T H E ACTION AND T H E OBJECT HAVE IMPORTANCE. 

I T H I N K WE CAN READILY AGREE THAT THERE MUST BE A PURPOSE TO B A P T I S M . »VE HAVE HEARD I T S 

(AND I THINK WE A L L BELIEVE I T ) THAT CHRISTIANITY I S A REASONABLE F A I T H . T O SAY THAT A THING ! 

REASONABLE I S TO SAY THAT I T F I T S INTO AN OVERALL SCHEME OF T H I N G S . THAT I T HAS A SPECIFIC DEI л 

AND TKAT THERE I S A GOOD REASON FOA THE PERFORMANCE OF A SPECIFI C ACT OR T H E ACCEPTANCE OF A 

SPECIFIC FACT. I F C H R I S T I A N I TY I S TO BE A REASONABLE F A I T H , THEN BAPTISM MUST HAVE A PURPOSIT 

AND IF CHRISTIANITY I S TO BE A REASONABLE F A I T H , T H E PURPOSE OF B A P T I S M MUST RELATE TO T H E о �:�

A L L DESIGN OF C H R I S T I A N I T Y , AND I F WE ARE TO ACCEPT T H E PURPOSE AMD DESIGN THEN THESE THINGS 

MUST BE EXPRESSED TO U S . YOU BEE I T WOULD MAKE L I T T L E DIFFERENCE FOR B A P T ' S M TO HAVE A PUR¡" '3E 
W H I C H I S R E I - A T E O T O T H E O V E R A L L D E S I G N O F G O D I F T H E P U R P O S E A N D I T S R E L A T L U N ä . - . I P T O G O D ' S D ! 

SIGN AND GOD'S INTENT WERE S T I L L RETAINED WITHIN THE MIND OF GOD AMD YOU AND I DIDN'T HAVE THI 
ACCESS т о I T . I F GOD HAD NOT TOLD US WHAT TH.� PURPOSE WAS, T H E N , NOT KNOWING T H E PURPOSE. 

WE COULD CARE LESS WHETHER WE DID OR DID NOT. THEREFORE, IT IS OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE 

WHEN WE TURN TO TNE WORD OF GOD AND ASK THE QUESTION . "DOES THE 3 | B L E SPEAK RELATIVE TO 

THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM? A N D I F SO. WHAT DOES IT SAY?" T H E MANY REFERENCES THAT WE FIND RE' �

T I V E TO BAPTISM INDICATE THAT IT IS IMPORTANT IN THE MIND Or GOD. |N THE N . T . WE FIND OVER 
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SPECIFIC ALLUSIONS TO BAPTISM T H I S WOULD INDICATE THAT BAPTISM DOES PLAY AN IMPORTANT 

PART IN GOD'S SCHEME OF THINGS AND THAT IT DOES BEAR AN IMPORTANT RELATIONSHIP TO GOD'S 

DESIGN 

NOW T H E QUESTION I S . " VVHAT I S THAT PURPOSE?1" I CAN T H I N K OF NO GETTER PASSAGE WITH 

WHICH TO BEGIN OUR DISCUSSION THAN TO TURN TO A C T S 2 ' 3 8 T H I S VERSE T A K E S ON ADDED S I G -

NIFICANCE WHEN WE UNDERSTAND MORE FULLY ITS CONTEXT. I N T H E FIRST CHAPTER OF T H E BOOK 

OF A C T S WE HAVE REFERENCE TO T H E SCENE WHERE T H E GREAT C O M M I S S I O N WAS GIVEN . GOING 

BACK TO M A R K ' S ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT C O M M I S S I O N I N THE I 6 т н CHAPTER AND T H E I 6TH VERSE 

JESUS I N T H E GREAT C O M M I S S I O N S A I D . " H E THAT B E L I E V E T H . AND I S BAPTIZED S H A L L BE SAVED: 

BUT HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT. SHALL BE D A M N E D . " NOW WHEN WE COME TO T H E OAY OF PENTECOST V 

HEAR THE APOSTLE P E T E R STANDING BEFORE THE ASSEMBLED M U L T I T U D E PREACHING T H E FIRST GOSPE 

S E R M O N . W H E N T H O S E I N D I V I D U A L S A S K E D , ' M E N A N D B R E T H R E N . W H A T S H A L L W E D O ? " P E T E R ( з а г 

THE ANSWER THAT WE READ I N T H E 3 8 T H VERSE. PETER IS LAYING HERE WHAT HE UNDERSTOOD C H R I S 

TO MEAN WHEN C H R I S T I N T H E GREAT C O M M I S S I O N S A I D , " H E THAT BELIEVETH AND I S B A P T I Z E D , 

S H X L L э е S A V E D . " W E K N O W T H A T W H A T P E T E R S A Y S C O N C E R N I N G H I S U N D E R S T A N D I N G O F W H A T C N R ! 

M E A N T W H E N H E S I A D . H E T H A T 3 E L I E V E T H A N D I S B A P T I Z E D S H A L L B E S A V E D . ' I S A C C U R A T E в і г �

CAUSE IN T H I S CHAPTER P E T E R I S SFEAKING BY T H E HOLY S P I R I T . NOW P E T E R , WHAT OIO CHRIST 

MEAN? WHAT DID YOU SAY UNTO THESE WHO INQUIRED, " M E N A N D BRETHREN, WHAT SHALL WE DO?' 

' T H E N PETER S M D UNTO T H E M . R E P E N T , AND BE BAPTIZEO EVERY ONE OF YOU I N T H E NAME OF JESUS 

C H R I S T , FOR T H E REMISSION OF S I N S , AND YE SHALL RECEIVE T H E G I F T OF T H E HOLY S P I R I T " 

W E W A N T г о C E N T E R O U R A T T E N T I O N O N T H E P H R A S E . " F O R T H E R E M I S S I O N O F S I N S . " і т I S T H E 

EXPRESSION WHICH INDICATES PURPOSE о я DESIGN. NOW I T I S T R UE THAT T H E PURPOSE OR T H E DE-

SIGN STATED I N T H I S PHRASE. 'FOR T H E REMISSION CF SINS'' RELATES JUST A S MUCH TO REPENTANCE 

AS I T DOES TO BAPTISM . BUT THE FACT THAT I T RELATES JUST AS MUCH TO REPENTANCE A S I T DOES 

TO BAPTISM DOESN'T MEAN THAT ITS IMPORTANCE VO BAPTISM I S NOT JUST A S GREAT AS I T I S TO R E -

PENTANCE, I F REPENTANCE I S FOR T H E REMISSION OF S I N S . THEN SO A L S O I S T H E B A P T I S M . T H I S 

PHRASE I S A PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE INTRODUCED BY T H E WORD "FOR "' і т INVARIBLY INDICATES PUR-

POSE OR RESULT L E T M E GIVE YOU SOME ILLUSTRATIONS. SOME EXAMPLES. F I R S T , JOHN 1 8 : 3 7 

HERE WE FIND JESUS BEFORE P I L O T IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO T H E CRUCIFIXION AND P I L O T ASKS JESUS 

A auEST.oN. ' A R T THOU A KINS? T H E N JESUS ANSWERED. T H OU SAYEST THAT I A M A K I N G . T O 

THIS END WAS ! BORN, AND FOR THIS CAUSE CAME 5 INTO THE WORLD. THAT I SHOULD EEAR WITNESS 

UNTO THE TRUTH EVERY ONE THAT IS OF TWiT TRUTH HEARETH MY V O I C E , " NOW A QUESTION DOES 

T H I S SHOW PURPOSE? DOES T H I S SHOW INTENT? D i D JESUS COME INTO THE WORLD IN ORDER THAT 

H E MIGHT BEAR WITNESS TO THE TRUTH OR DID H E COME INTO THE WORLD BECAUSE THAT WITNESS 

HAD ALREADY BEEN BORN? I SUBMIT TO YOU TKAT IF WITNESS HAD ALREADY BEEN BORN TO THAT 

TRUTH THAT JESUS DID NOT HEED TO COME H E CAME FOR THE PURPOSE, TO THE END. FOR THE C A U S � 

THAT HE MIGHT BEAR WITNESS UNTO THE TRUTH, TURN TO A C T S 7.5. HERE STEPHEN IS SPEAKING 

AND HE SPEAKS OF ABRAHAM AND SAYS . " . . HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD GIVE IT TO HIM FOR A 

POSSESSION . " NOW DID GOD PROMISE TO GIVE ABRAHAM THS LAND OF C A N N A N TO THE END. FOR THE 
P U R P O S E T H A T A B R A H A M M I G H T P O S S E S S I T ? O R D I D H E P R O M I S E T O G I V E I T B E C A U S E A S R A K A M A L -

R E A D Y POSSESSED I T . I SUBMIT TO YOU THAT IT IS AN I M P O S S I B I L I T Y TO GIVE A MAN SOMETHING THA' 
HE ALREADY HAS. 1 CANNOT GIVE YOU SOMETHING THAT YOU ALREADY POSSESS. I CANNOT GIVE VCU 
SOMETHING THAT YOU ALREADY OWN. I T WAS BECAUSE ABRAHAM DID NOT 1�tA.VE IT THAT GOD SAID I 
W I L L GIVE I T . AND H E BROUGHT HIM INTO THE LAND FOR THE PURPOSE, TO THE INTENT IN ORDER THA^ 

HE MIGHT GIVE ABRAHAM T H E L A N D . LOOK AT A C T S 9:21 . LVE READ HERE OF S A U L OF T A R S U S AI 

O F H I S C C M I N G T O T H E C I T Y O F D A M A S C U S . і т S A Y S T H A T S A U L ' C A M E H I T H E R F O R T H A T I N T E N T , 

TKAT HE MIGHT BRING T H E M BOUND UNTO THE CHIEF P R I E S T S . " NOW WHY D I D S A U L CO TO T H E CITY 

OF DAMASCUS? D I D HE GO TO T H E CITY OF DAMASCUS BECAUSE T H E D I S C I P L E S THERE HAD ALREADY 

BEEN BOUND AND BECAUSE THEV HAD ALREADY BEEN DELIVERED TO T H E CHIEF PRIESTS IN JERUSALEM? 

O B V I O U S L Y N O T . F O R T H E N H E W O U L D N O T ¡ ч . \ е N E E D E D T O G O . H E W E N T T O T H E C I T Y O F D A M A S C U S 

F O R T H E E N D . T O T H S I N T E N T , F O R T H E P U R P O S E T H A T H E M I G H T B R I N G T H E M E O U N D .тъ J E R U S A L E M 
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TURN TO M A T T H E W .га :гв JESUS S A I D . "FOR T H I S :S MY BLOOD OF T H E N E W T E S T A M E N T , WHICH I S 

SHED FOR MANY FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS " THIS VERSE IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT BECAUSE THE 

EXPRESSION IN MATTHEW 2 6 : 2 3 IS EXACTLY THE SAME, AS FAR AS LANGUAGE GOES, WITH THAT V/HICH 

WE READ FROM ACTS 2 : 3 8 . "FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS," JESUS SAID, "THIS IS MY BLOOD OF THE 

NEW TESTAMENT WHICH IS SHED FOR MANY FOR REMISSION OF SINS." NOW. JESUS WHY DID YOU SHED 

YOUR BLOOD? DID YOU SHED YOUR BLOOD BECAUSE SIN HAD ALREADY BEEN REMITTED? OR DID YOU SHE!! 

YOUR BLOOD IN ORDER THAT. TO THE INTENT, FOR THE PURPOSE THAT SIN MIGHT BE REMITTED BY THAT 

BLOOD? THE ANSWER IS OBVIOUS. IF JESUS SHED H i s BLOOD B E C A U S E SINS ALREADY HAD BEEN RE-

M I T T E D , T H E N T H A T M E A N S T H A T S I N S W E R E R E M I T T E D W I T H O U T T H E B L O O D O F C H R I S T . і т M E A N S T 

T H A T S C R I P T U R E I S M I S T A K E N W H E N I T S A Y S T H A T T H E BLOOD O F B U L L S A N D G O A T S C A N N O T T A K E AWAY 

S I N S . T H I S E X P R E S S I O N I N D I C A T E S T O U S T H A T T H E D E A T H O F J E S U S C H R I S T , OR I F YOU P R E F E R T O 

U S E T H E E X A C T L A N G U A G E O F M A T T H E W ¿ 6 ¿ 8 . T H I S P A S S A G E I N D I C A T E S T H A T T H E ELOOD O F T H E COVE-

NANT WAS NO MOR E C E R T A I N L Y FOR T H E R E M I S S I O N O F S I N S T H A N I S T H E A C T OF B A P T I S M . T H E L A N -

GUAGE I S NOT M E R E L Y S I M I L A R . T H E LANGUAGE I S A B S O L U T E L Y I D E N T I C A L . 

B U T N O W . L E T U S NOT M A K E A M I S T A K E . L E T U S NOT A S S U M E T H A T W H E N W E SAY B A P T I S M I S FOR 

T H E R E M I S S I O N OF S I N S A N D T H A T T H E BLOOD OF T H E NEW COVENANT I S FOR T H E R E M I S S I O N O F S I N S 

T H A T B A P T I S M A N D T H E BLOOD OF T H E COVENANT A R E FOR T H E R E M I S S I O N OF S I N S I S E X A C T L Y T H E S A M E 

S E N S E . FOR T H I S I S NOT T R U E . B U T W H I L E T H E Y A R E NOT FOR T H E R E M I S S I O N OF S I N S I N E X A C T L Y TH;T 

S A M E S E N S E . I T I S T R U E T H A T T H E Y A R E BOTH I N S O M E S E N S E FOR T H E R E M I S S I O N OF S I N S . T H I S C A N -

NOT BE D E F I E D BY A N Y I N D I V I D U A L W H O KNOWS A N Y T H I N G A T A L L A B O U T T H E E N G L I S H LANGUAGE OR T H E 

G R E E K LANGUAGE E I T H E R O N E . 

N O W , H A V I N G E S T A B L I S H E D T H A T E A P T I S M I S FOR T H E R E M I S S I O N OF S I N S I N S O M E S E N S E . L E T ' S 

TURN т о E P H E S I A N S 4 : 5 A N D T H E R E , T H E C O N T E X T S P E A K I N G O F T H E U N I T Y O F T H E S P I R I T A N D K E E P -

I N G IT IN THE BOND OF PEACE. WE FIND DESCRIBED THE SEVEN UNITIES OF THE FAITH. ONE OF THESE 

UNITIES IS THE STATEMENT. "THERE IS ONE BAPTISM " NOW THIS ONE BAPTISM MUST BE THE BAP-

TISM T H A T P E T E R P R E A C H E D ON T H E DAY O F P E N T E C O S T A S B E I N G FOR T H E R E M I S S I O N O F S I N S . I N 

T H E B E G I N N I N G O F T H I S D I S P E N S A T I O N . T H E A P O S T L E P E T E R B Y I N S P I R A T I O N S T O O D U P A N D H E C L E A R L Y 

CONNECTED T H E BAPTISM OF T H E C H R I S T I AN DISPENSATION WITH T H E EXPRESSION, " F O R T H E REMISSIO: 

OF S I N S . " T H I S SIMPLY MEANS THAT T H E ONLY DIVINELY INSTITUTED B A F T I S M OF T H E NEY; COVENANT 

I S F O R T H E R E M I S S I O N O F S I N S . T H I S ¡ з с о н я о в ^ ы г е о з у W H A T W E R E A D I N T H E N . T . I T I S C O R R O �

80RATED BY THE FACT THAT 1 CAN TURN THROUGH THE PAGES OF THE N . T . , NO ONE IS EVER COMMAND. 

TO BE BAPTIZED FOR ANYTHING ELSE. YOU NEVER FIND WHERE ANY MAN IN THE N T . WAS BAPTIZED TO 

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH AND YOU DON'T FIND WHERE ANY MAN WAS BAPTIZED FOP. ANY OTHER 

PURPOSE THAN IN ORDER TO BE SAVED FOR FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS. YOU NEVER PINO WHERE ANY-

BODY EVER SUBMITTED TO BAPTISM FOR ANY PURPOSE OTHER THAN THE ONE MENTIONED. AND IT IS FUR-

THER CORROBORATED BY EVERY PASSAGE THAT WE READ WHICH RELATES TO THE PURPOSE OF EAPTISM. I 

THIS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT. QUITE OFTEN WHEN WE BEGIN TO SPEAK WITH INDIVIDUALS ABOUT THE PL �

POSE OF BAPTISM. ABOUT WHETHER OR LOT BAPTISM IS OR IS NOT ESSENTIAL IN ORDER TO BECOME A CI 

OF GOD, T H E S E I N D I V I D U A L S A R E W A N T T O TURN TO PASSAGES THAT SPEAK O F FAITH AND READ PASSAGE 

THAT DEAL WITH FAITH. MAY I SUBMIT TO YOU THAT IT ISN'T POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO FIND OUT THE PUR-

POSE OF BAPTISM BY READING PASSAGES THAT SPEAK ABOUT FAITH. IF YOU ARE GOING TO FIND OUT TH 

PURPOSE OF BAPTISM IT ONLY SEEMS REASONABLE TKAT WHEN YOU TURN TO THE WORD OF GOD YOU REA" 

A PASSAGE THAT SPEAKS ABOUT BAPTISM . i REMEMBER WHEN I USED TO TEACH I !TH GRADE ENGLISH, 

A M E R I C A N L I T E R A T U R E , W H E N I T C A M E M Y T I M E T O K E E P A S T U D Y H A L L . I W O U L D GO DOW N T O T H E L I -

BRARY AND THE LIBRARIAN WOULD SAY. "WELL, I KNOW WHAT YOU DID TODAY. " I DIDN'T KNOW WHE-

THER TO RUN OR STAND THERE AND TAKE IT LIKE A MAN. ¡T SOUNDED ALMOST LIKE I WAS IN TROUBLE 
B U T 1 WOULD S A Y . ' W E L L , WHAT HAVE I DONE T O D A Y ? " A N D S H E W O U L D S A Y . " Y O U M A D E A N A S S I G N -

M E N T ON SUCH-AND-SUCH AN AUTHOR." I V/OULD SAY. 'HOW DO YOU KNOW?" AND SHE WOULD SAY. 
"BECAUSE YOUR STUDENTS HAVE BEEN COMING I N HERE A L L DAY ASKING FOR BOOKS ABOUT T H I S M A N . и 

THAT'S REASONABLE. ISN'T IT? IF I ASSIGNED A REPORT ON SAY JOHN GREENLEAF W H I T T I E R . IT AL-

WAYS SEEMED REASONABLE THAT WHEN TKEY WENT TO THE LIBRARY THEY ASKED FOR A BOOK ABOUT HIM 
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WE WOULD THINK THAT A STUDENT WOULD BE DESTINED TO SPEND ANOTHER YEAR IN THE I 1 TH GRADE 
IF HE WENT INTO THE LIBRARY AND SAID, "NOW I'VE GOT A REPORT ON WH.TTIER. GIVE ME A BOOK 
ON BROWNING» " NOW. IT IS JUST AS RIDICULOUS FOR A PERSON TO TURN TO THE WORD OF GOD TO 
FIND OUT WHAT EAPTISM IS FOR AND READ ABOUT FAITH. YOU JUST CAN'T GET THERE THAT WAY, IF 
YOU ARE GOING TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM. YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE TO READ ABOUT 
BAPTISM A AND EVERY TIME WE FIND IN THE WORD OF GOD A PASSAGE THAT RELATES TO THE PURPOSE 
OF B A P T I S M , . I T R E L A T E S I T O I R E C T L Y T O T H E R E M I S S I O N OF S I N S . N O W I T I S T R U E T H A T V A R I O U S E X -

P R E S S I O N S A R E U S E D T O E X P R E S S T H I S R E L A T I O N S H I P . S O M E T I M E S I T S P E A K S OF O N E ' S B E I N G S A V E D . 

S O M E T I M E S I T SPEAKS O F O N E - S B E I N G B A P T I Z E D INTO C H R I S T . S O M E T I M E S I T S P E A K S O F ONE-S B E -

ING BAPTIZED INTO THE DEATH OF CHRIST. BUT ALL OF THESE EXPRESSIONS. VARIED THOUGH THEY MAY 
B E , S T A N D F O R O N E T H I N G , A N D T H A T ¡ S T H E R E M I S S I O N O F S I N S A N D T H E A D M I S S I O N O F O N E I N T O J E S U ! " 

C H R I S T A S O N E OF G O D ' S S O N S . R O M A N S 5 . 3 " K N O W YE N O T , T H A T SO M A N Y O F U S A S W E R E B A P T I Z E D 

INTO J E S U S C H R I S T W E R E B A P T I Z E D I N T O H I S D E A T H ? " T H A T T E L L S U S T H E P U R P O S E O F B A P T I S M — I T 

I S T O G E T INTO T H E DEAT H O F C H R I S T I C O R I N T H I A N S 12: і з — " F O R BY O N E S P I R I T A R E W E A L L B A P -

T I Z E D I N T O O N E B O D Y , " T K A T T E L L S U S O F T H E P U R P O S E O F E A P T I S M A N D I T S A Y S I T I S T O G E T I N T O 

T H E BODY O F C H R I S T W H E R E I N D W E L L T H E S A V E D , G A L A T I A N S 3 : 2 7 — " F O R A S M A N Y O F Y O U A S H A V E 

B E E N B A P T I Z E D I N T O C H R I S T , HAVE P U T ON C H R I S T . " H E R E B A P T I S M R E L A T E S T O T H E W E A R I N G O F 

C H R I S T A S A C L O A K A N D A S A G A R M E N T , S O T H A T W E A R E R O S E D NOT I N T H E R I G H T E O U S N E S S O F OUR 

O W N . B U T I N T H E R I G H T E O U S N E S S O F J E S U S C H R I S T . T H E S O N O F G O D . T H A T T E L L S U S T H E P U R P O S E 

O F E A P T I S M . A C T S 2 2 : I S — A N A N I A S S A I D T O S A U L . " A N D N O W . W H Y T A R R I E S T T H O U 7 A R I S E , A N D BE 

B A P T I Z E D . A N D W A S H A W A Y T H Y S I N S , C A L L I N G OM T H E N A M E O F T H E L O R D . " T H A T S P E A K S O F BAPTISF 

A N D I T S P U R P O S E . A N D I T S A Y S I T I S T O W A S H A W A Y S I N S . I P E T E R 3 : 2 1 , " T H E L I K E F I G U R E , W H E R E -

U N T O . E V E N B A P T I S M . D O T H A L S O NOW S A V E U S . ( N O T T H E P U T T I N G A W A Y O F T H E F I L T H O F T H E F L E S H , 

( I T ' S NOT J U S T T H E O U T W A R D WASHING C F T H E BODY) B U T T H E A N S W E R O F A GOOD C O N S C I E N C E T O W A R D G C 

BY T H E R E S U R R E C T I O N O F J E S U S C H R I S T . " P E T E R , W H A T I S T H E P U R P O S E O F B A P T I S M ? P E T E R S A I D , 

" I T I S T O S A V E U S . ™ N O W , E I T H E R YOU B E L I E V E T H A T T O N I G H T OR Y O U D O N ' T . A N D I F Y O U B E L I E V E 

A C C O R D I N G T O T H E S T A T E M E N T O F P E T E R T H A T B A P T I S M S A V E S U S , T H E N M Y N E X T Q U E S T I O N T O Y O U I S 

T H I S , ' ' F R O M W H A T D O E S I T S A V E U S ? " T H E R E I S J U S T O N E T H I N G I N T H E B I B L E T H A T W E A R E T O BE 

S A V E D F R O M . і т M A K E S L I T T L E D I F F E R E N C E W H E T H E R YOU SAY ' S A V E D F R O M SIN," " T H E R E S U L T S O F 

S I N . " OR " T H E E T E R N A L P U N I S H M E N T C F S I N , " і т A L L A M O U N T S T O A N D I S I N V O L V E D I N E X A C T L Y T H E 

SAME THING. P E T E R IS SAYING THAT BAPTISM S A V E S US FROM SIN, BAPTISM IS FOR THE REMISSION 

OF SINS. 

BUT REMEMBER THAT THUS FAR WE HAVE ONLY ESTABLISHED THAT BAPTISM IS FOR ¡"HE REMISSIO', or 
S!NS IN SOME SENSE, NOW, THE IMPORTANT QUESTION IS THIS. "IN WHAT SENSE IS BAPTISM FC H RE-
MISSION OF SINS?1* IT IS INTERESTING TO TURN IN THE VVORD OF GOD TO FIND ALL OF THE VAR:OUS 
THINGS TO WHICH OUR SALVATION. OUR JUSTIFICATION. IS ATTRIBUTED. ІТ IS ATTr.BUTED T'J CHRIST, 

THE NAME OF CHRIST. THE DEATH OF CHRIST, THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. TO FAITH, f EPENTAUCE, AND 

R4PTISM. B U T A L L O F T H E S E T H I N G S OO NOT S A V E U S I M T H E S A M E S E N S E . A L L O F T H E S E T H I N G S 

OO NOT RELATE TO OUR SALVATION IN EXACTLY THE SAME WAY. 

I N W H A T S E N S E T H E N D O E S B A P T I S M S A V E U S ? M A Y I S U G G E S T T H A T B A P T I S M I S NOT T H E O R I G I N A L 

OR THE MOVING CAUSE OF OUR SALVAT.ON. THERE IS JUST ONE ORIGINAL, THERE IS JUST ONE MOVING 

CAULE OF SALVATION AND THAT IS THE LOVE OF GOD EXPRESSED IN HlS UNSPEAHl BLE GRACE WHICH 
CAUSED H I M T O G I V E J E S U S C H R I S T , W H I C H M O V E D HlM т о H A V E C O M P A S S I O N UPON U S . I F W E TRACE 

OUR SALVATION BACK TO THE ORIGINAL OR THE MOVING CAUSE, THEM WE MUST GC DIRECTLY TO THE 

GRACE О." GOD. 

MAY I SUGGEST THAT BAPTISM IS NOT THE MERITORIOUS CAUSE. WE DON'T EA RN ANYTHING. WE 

DON'T PLACE GOD UNDER ANY OBLIGATION BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN IMMERSED IN WATER. PERHAPS WE 

OUGHT TO MAKE THIS A SPECIAL SERMON IN ANO OF ITSELF, AND ONE TO THE BRETHREN a. I VERILY 

BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE SOME OF MY BRETHREN WHO HAVE COME ALMOST TO BELIEVE, IF NOT COM-

PLETELY TO BELIEVE. THAT A BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE IS THE KEY TO UNLOCK THE DOORS TO HEAVEN 

AND THAT IF I'VE BEEN IMMERSED, IF I'VE BEEN BAPTIZED. I HAVE PLACED GOD UNDER AN ETERNAL 



P A G E S 

O B L I G A T I O N A N D H E C A N N O T S A Y M E N O I N T H E D A Y O F J U D G M E N T . B U T T H A T I S N O T T U R E Y O U H A V . T 

P L A C E D G O O UNDER A N Y O B L I G A T I O N A N D G O O C A N . A N D W I T H T H A T A T T I T U D E G O D M A Y W E L L , SAY YO 

N O I N T H E D A Y O F J U D G M E N T . і т I S B E C A U S E O F T H A T A T T I T U D E T H A T S O M A N Y O F M Y B R E T H R E N A R E 

P R O N E T O S E E K T O T A K E A D V A N T A G E O F G O D A N D T O F E E L T H A T I T M A K E S N O D I F F E R E N C E HOW T H E Y L 

W H A T T H E Y O O , OR W H A T T H E Y D O N ' T DO E V E R Y T H I N G I S G O I N G T O B E A L R I G H T I N T H E A F T E R W H I L E 

В и т M A R K DOWN T O N I G H T , H E RE A N D N O W , T H A T SUCH I S NOT T H E C A S E . B A P T I S M I S NOT T H E M E R I T I �

OUS CAUSE . I F YOU W A N T T O T R A C E YOUR S A L V A T I O N B A C K T O T H E MERITORIOUS CAUSE. YOU GO BACK J 

T H E B L O O D O F J E S U S C H R I S T , FOR I T A N D I T A L O N E I S T H E M E R I T O R I O U S , I T I S T H E P U R C H A S I N G CAUS 

I N T H E E Y E S O F G O D . 

BAPTISM IS NOT THE DISPOSING CAUSE YOU DIDN'T WANT TO BE SAVED BECAUSE YOU WERE BAPT1 J 

Y O U W E R E B A P T I Z E D B E C A U S E YOU W A N T E D T O B E S A V E D . F A I T H A N D R E P E N T A N C E M A Y B E L O O K E D UP 5 

T H E D I S P O S I N G C A U S E S O F S A L V A T I O N . 

W H A T K I N D O F C A U S E , T H E N , I S B A P T I S M ? B A P T I S M M A Y B E L O O K E D U P O N A S A N I N S T R U M E N T A L с S E . 

I T I S A M E A N S T O A N E N D . B A P T I S M M A Y B E L O O K E D U P O N A S A C O N C U R R E N T C A U S E FOR I T I S I N T H E 

O F B A P T I S M T H A T F A I T H I S C O N S U M M A T E D . T H A T F A I T H I S M A D E P E R F E C T . A N D T H A T G O O S A V E S ONE 

H i s GRACE» Y O U S E E , T H E Q U E S T I O N I S N O T W H E T H E R F A I T H S A V E S „ I T I S W H E N F A I T H S A V E S . T O P. , 

I T M O R E A C C U R A T E L Y , T H E Q U E S T I O N I S N O T , " D O E S F A I T H S A V E ? " T H E Q U E S T I O N I S . " W H A T K I N D с 

FAITH IS GOING TO SAVE M A N ? ' І т А І Т Н WITHOUT WORKS IS NO MORE F A M T H THAN A CORPSE IS LIVING . 

O U T A S P I R I T . T H A T I S W H A T J A M E S S A I D I N J A M E S 2 . " F A I T H W I T H O U T W O R K S I S N O M O R E F A I T H T N 

A C O R P S E W I T H O U T A S P I R I T I S A U I V I I J G M A N , " B A P T I S M I S A M E A N S O F F A I T H . B A P T I S M I S F A I T H F �

P R E S S E D . B A P T I S M I S N O T , « ś S T;rv£R B E E N , A N D C A N N E V E R BE., A GOOD W O R K . B Y I T S V E R Y NATU 

IT CANNOT BE. G O O D W O R K S H A V E OUR B R E T H R E N OR T H O S E W H O A R E NOT OUR B R E T H R E N W H O A R E I N 

A T I O N S O F N E E D A S T H E I R O B J E C T . G O D I S NOT T H E O B J E C T O F GOOD W O R K S . W E O U R S E L V E S A R E NOT T H E 

O B J E C T O F GOOD W O R K S B A P T I S M C A N N O T B E C L A S S I F I E D A S A GOOD W O R K . A L L T H I S I S NOT T O M E 

T I O N T H E F A C T T H A T I N B A P T I S M O N E I S P A S S I V E I N E V E R Y T H I N G E X C E P T H I S C O N S E N T . 

I N F L U E N C E W H I C H B A P T I S M M A Y H A V E U P O N OUR S P I R I T U A L R E L A T I O N S I S T H E R E F O R E NOT B E C A U S E 

A N Y M E R I T I N T H E A C T A S O U R O W N . і т I S N O T A S T H E P R O C U R I N G C A U S E . . і т I S N O T T H E O R I G I N A L с 

I T I S NOT A S T H E M E R I T O R I O U S C A U S E , I T I S NOT A S T H E D I S P O S I N G C A U S E . I T I S A S A N I N S T R U M E N 

C A U S E I N W H I C H F A I T H I S D E V E L O P E D , I N W H I C H T H E F R U I T O F F A I T H I S B O R N , A N D W H E N F A I T H I S PEF 

F E C T E D I N T H I S W A Y , T H E N T H A T F A I T H B E C O M E S E F F E C T U A L I N A F F E C T I N G OUR S P I R I T U A L R E L A T I O N S ' S 

A N D OUR S P I R I T U A L S T A T E W I T H J E S U S C H R I S T . O N E R E A S O N T H A T S O M A N Y P E O P L E H A V E S O M U C H D 

F I C U L T Y I N A C C E P T I N G W H A T I S T A U G H T F R O M O U R P U L P I T S R E L A T I V E T O B A P T I S M I S B E C A U S E W E н л 

S E E M E D T O SAY T H A T B A P T I S M PER S£., I N A N D OF I T S E L F . T H E A C T A L O N E . A F F E C T S O N E ' S S P I R I T U A I E -

L A T I O N S H I P S A N D B R I N G S O N E I N T O J E S U S C H R I S T , P E R H A P S W E H A V E N O T I N T E N D E D T O D I V O R C E I T F и 

F A I T H . P E R H A P S W E S O W E L L U N D E R S T O O D I N OUR OWN M I N D T H A T I T W A S T H E E X P R E S S I O N T H E CON 

S U M M A T I O N , A N D T H E P E R F E C T I O N O F F A I T H , T H A T W E A S S U M E D E V E R Y B O D Y E L S E U N D E R S T O O D I T T OO 

T H E Y H A V E N ' T U N D E R S T O O D I T , A N D T H E Y H A V E G O N E A W A Y S H A K I N G T H E I R H E A D S W O N D E R I N G HOW A N Y 

BODY C O U L D L O O K U P O N S U C H A N A C T A S D O I N G SO M U C H . B A P T I S M M U S T N O T B E I N OUR M I N D S OR I N 

T H E M I N D S O F O T H E R S S E P E R A T E D F R O M F A I T H . B A P T I S M I S N O W O R K O F T H E L A W , B A P T I S M I S NO 

M O R A L D U T Y . B A P T I S M I S N O M O R A L R I G H T E O U S N E S S , B A P T I S M , A C C O R D I N G T O T H E N . T . , I S T H E 

S I M P L E P U T T I N G ON O F C H R I S T A N D T H E P L A C I N G O F O U R S E L V E S W H O L L Y I N H L S H A N D A N D C O M P L E T E L 

UNDER H I S G U I D A N C E , і т I S A N O P E N , I T I S A S E N S I B L E , I T I S A V O L U N T A R Y E X P R E S S I O N O F OUR FAI", 

I N J E S U S C H R I S T , B A P T I S M I S A N E M B O D I M E N T O F F A I T H T O W H I C H , E E I N G T H U S P E R F E C T E D , T H E H R . 

M I S E O F T H E R E M I S S I O N O F S I N S I S F I N A L L Y A N N E X E D B V T H E H E A V E N L Y F A T H E R . T H U S , W H E N P A U L 

W R O T E T O T H E C O R I N T H I A N B R E T H R E N T O S P E A K OF T H E B L E S S I N G S O F C H R I S T I A N I T Y , H E S A I D ' Y O U л 

W A S H E D , YOU A R E S A N C T I F I E D , YOU A R E J U S T I F I E D . I N T H E N A M E O F OUR L O R D J E S U S A N D BY T H E S ? V 

C F O U R L O R D , " T H E A P O S T L E P A U L R E L A T E S S A N C T I F I C A T I O N , J U S T I F I C A T I O N A N D A D O P T I O N , T H E T I 

G R E A T E S T B L E S S I N G S T H A T A R E H E L D O U T T O U S I N T H E G O S P E L D I S P E N S A T I O N , F A I T H I N J E S U S C H R I S 

A N D B A P T I S M I N T O H L 5 D E A T H . B A P T I S M W I T H O U T F A I T H I S O F N O V A L U E W H A T E V E R . FOR I N T R U T H , 

P E R L Y U N D E R S T O O D , E A P T I S M I S B U T T H E A C T U A L A N D S Y M B O L I C E X P R E S S I O N O F O U R F A I T H , B A P T I S í 

I S T H E L E G I T I M A T E E M B O D I M E N T O F F A I T H . і т I S T H E L E G I T I M A T E C O N S U M M A T I O N O F F A I T H . W H A T F 
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VIRTUE THERE MAY BE IN IT OR CONNECTED W I T H I T . IT FLOWS FROM ONE THING AND ONE THING ALONE 

AND THAT IS FAITH IN THE BLOOD OF CHRIST APPLIED TO THE CONSCIENCE AND TO THE HEART OF MAN . 

T H I S I S T H E P U R P O S E O F B A P T I S M а з E X P R E S S E D I N T H E N . T . 

WE MENTIONED I N T H E OUTSET OF OUR LESSON THAT WE D I D NOT SPEAK CONCERNING I T S ACTION 

AND ITS OBJECTS. BUT YET T H E LESSON WOULD NOT UE COMPLETE WITHOUT A BRIEF MENTION OF T H E S . 

TWO T H I N G S . WE MUST BEGIN WITH A PURPOSE FOR I F T H E PURPOSE I S NOT IMPORTANT. WHO CARES 

ABOUT T H E ACTION AND T H E OBJECTS, B U T WHEN YOU COME TO SEE THAT B A P T I S M I S RELATED TO THE 

REMISSION OF S I N S A N D THAT I T ¡S T H E INSTRUMENTAL OR THE CONCURRING CAUSE WHEREIN FAITH IS 
PERFECTED AND THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST A F P L I E D . THEN YOU SEE T H E ACTION OF BAPTISM TAKES 
ON SUPREME IMPORTANCE AND ONE WANTS TO DO IT .JUST EXACTLY AS T H E BLBLE DIRECTS THAT I T BE 
DONE. WE NEED NOT RECITE THE M U L T I P L I E D VERSES FOR THERE ARE BUT VERY FEW PEOPLE WHO FAI 
TO REALIZE THAT BAPTISM IN T H E N . T . WAS AN IMMERSION I N WATER, I T ' S DESCRIBED AS A EURIAL 
T H E TRANSLATION OF T H E WORD "BAPTIDSO" WHOULD BE RENDEREDAS IMMERSED. PLUNGED BENEATH, 
OVERWHELMED. T H E S E UNITE TO PROCLAIM THAT V A L I D BAPTISM I S IMMERSION, WHEN ONE REALIZE 
THAT BAPTISM IS BUT T H E CONSUMMATION, THE EXPRESSION. THE EMBODIMENT OF FA ITH I N JESUS 
CHRIST AND H I S ATONING BLOOD. THEN ONE IMMEDIATELY COMES TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE OBJECT 
OF BAPT ISM , THE INDIVIDUAL UPON WHIM IT IS TO BE DONE. WHO I S TO BE BAPTIZED. CANNOT B E A N 
INFANT. WHAT FA ITH CAN AN INFANT HAVE IN THE ATONING BLOOD OF THE SON OF GOD? 

HAVE YOU BEEN BAPTIZED ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING OF THE N . T . ? HAVE YOU BEEN BURIED IN 
WATER, BORN OF WATER. AND THE S P I R I T ? A s PAUL EXPRESSED IT IN ROMANS 5 . 'TO BE RAISED 
THEREFROM TO WALK IN NEWNESS OF L I F E , " THAT BEING F ILLED WITH THE VERY S P I R I T OF GOD. YOU 
MIGHT CO FORTH AS GOD'S CHILD . ADOPTED INTO H l S FAMILY WIT H ALL OF THE BLESSINGS THAT HEA-
VEN САЫ BESTOW UPON A SON FALLING RICHLY UPON YOUR HEAD TO SUSTAIN YOU I N L I F E AND TO STAND 

YOU AT LAST W I T H THE SAINTS OF THE AGES IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD FOREVER AND FOREVER, WOUL. 

YOU COME TONIGHT TO BE BORN AGAIN? I F YOU HAVE DONE THAT AND HAVE WANDERED AWAY , W I L L YOU 

RETURN TO THE L I F E THAT YOU H<WE LEFT? I F YOU WOULD BE I D E N T I F I E D , WOULO YOU COME WHILE 

V/E STAND AND SING? 


