
Lesson 49 at StudyRomans.org

Romans 5:4, Continued

Romans 5:4— and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope,

When we ended last week, we were looking at how suffering pro-
duces endurance, how endurance produces character, and how
character produces hope. And we noted that all of those benefits of
suffering are available only in Christ.

That is particularly true of the hope that comes from that character
and from that endurance. When we patiently endure suffering and
develop a tried and tested character, that reminds us of the hope that
we have in Christ. Our hope reminds us that our suffering is not for-
ever! Ourhope reminds us that our suffering is notmeaningless! Our
hope inChrist is howweendure that suffering. Andweknowthat our
hope in Christ is a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.

Hebrews 6:19—Wehave this as a sure and steadfast an-
chor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place
behind the curtain.

But the sad truth is that there are many people in this world who
think they have that hope, but who in fact do not have that hope. Je-
sus describes such people when he tells us that one of the most com-
mon emotions on the day of judgment will be surprise.

Matthew 7:21-23—Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ will enter the kingdomofheaven, but the onewho
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day
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many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and
do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart fromme, you
workers of lawlessness.’

“On that daymanywill say to me.” Yes, Jesus says “many.” There will
be many on that last day who thought they had hope, but who in fact
did not have hope. Why? What was lacking?

Didn’t Jesus just answer that question? What those people lackedwas
obedience. “Not everyonewho says tome, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the
kingdomof heaven, but the onewhodoes thewill ofmyFatherwho
is inheaven.”Theywerenot doing thewill ofGod. Thatwaswhy they
found themselves outside the kingdom of heaven.

Is Jesus talking there about perfect obedience to a system of law? No,
weknowthat he is not. Weknowthat perfect obedience to a systemof
law is not the obedience that Jesus requires because Paul has already
told us that. But Paul has also told us about “the obedience of faith”
(Romans 1:5). And the obedience of faith is required. Paul tells us
that, Peter tells us that, and James tells us that. Wemust dowhat God
tells us to do to be saved, and yes, there are things we must do to be
saved (Acts 2:37-38).

Andsowhat is thedifferencebetween thosewhosehope is a truehope
and those whose hope is a false hope? The difference is whether they
havedone thewill ofGod. That iswhat Jesus toldus inMatthew7. And
we know the will of God only from the word of God. Let’s keep that
fact in mind as we look next at verse 5, which is a somewhat difficult
verse to understand.
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Romans 5:5

Romans 5:5 — and hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

If we were to choose the letter from Paul that tells us the most about
the Holy Spirit, I suspect many of us would choose Romans — and
that answer may be correct. But, correct or not, it took us 49 lessons
to find the phrase “Holy Spirit” in this letter, even though, as we
discussed, we have likely already seen the Holy Spirit both with
the Spirit of Holiness in 1:4 and the Spirit in 2:29. There was some
question about the meaning of “Spirit” in those verses, but there is
no question here. Verse 5 is definitely about the Holy Spirit. (As a
reminder, the Handout for Lesson 14 of our classes on Joel shows the
complete text of all 252 passages in the Bible that mention the Holy
Spirit, including every such passage in Romans.)

Verse 5 raises a lot of questions. What does itmean that God’s love has
beenpoured intoourhearts? Whatdoes itmean that thispouringwas
through the Holy Spirit? What does it mean that the Holy Spirit has
been given to us?

And we will look at those questions, but let’s first look at the bigger
picture — what is the purpose of verse 5? Perhaps if we know the
purpose of verse 5, then that will help us understand the meaning of
verse 5. Why do we have verse 5?

We have a very clear answer to that question. The purpose of verse 5
is to assure us that our hopewill not put us to shame. That iswhat the
verse says— “and hope does not put us to shame, because…”
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How canwe know that our hope is a true hope instead of a false hope
that will put us to shame? How canwe know that we are in the group
of people who will hear Jesus say, “well done,” instead of the group
who will hear Jesus say, “I never knew you?” Whatever the second
half of verse 5 means, we can be certain that it is an answer to those
questions because of that word “because” in verse 5.

But don’t we already know the answer to those questions? Don’t we
already know how we can be sure that our hope is true? Don’t we al-
ready know how we can be sure about what Jesus will say to us on
that final day? Didn’t Jesus tell us how to answer those questions in
Matthew 7? Doesn’t the answer depend on whether we are doing the
will of God? Didn’t Paul already tell us the answer is the obedience
of faith? Didn’t Peter tell us in Acts 2 that the answer is obeying the
gospel? Doesn’t the example of Abraham tell us the answer is our life-
long walk of faith? Isn’t that how we know our hope will not put us
to shame?

Wehaven’t looked at Paul’s answerhere in verse 5 yet, but dowe think
Paul’s answer herewill be different fromall of those other answers to
the same question that we find elsewhere in the Bible? Romans 5:5 is
not the only place in the Bible where we are told how we can know
that our hope in Christ is a true hope and not a false hope that will
put us to shame. Do we think Paul’s answer here will be different
from those other answers? I don’t think so.

So, with that background, let’s look at Paul’s answer here in verse 5.
Paul, how can we know that our hope in Christ is a true hope and
not a false hope that will put us to shame? Paul says that we know
that “because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
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Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” That’s how. Butwhat does that
mean, and how does it show that our hope is not put to shame?

Let me make that question very personal — how do you know that
your hope does not put you to shame? How do you know that your
hope is a true hope? How would you answer those questions? How
do you know those things?

I can tell you how I know those things. I know them because theHoly
Spirit told me. That’s how I know. That’s how I know my hope is a
true hope. The Holy Spirit told me.

And how did the Holy Spirit tell me that? The Holy Spirit told me
that through the Bible, the writtenword of God. That is how the Holy
Spirit talks to me. The Holy Spirit speaks to me in the words of the
Bible. Whenever I read those words, the Holy Spirit is speaking to
me. That is how the Holy Spirit talks to anyone. Not through some
whisper in my ear or some nudge in my heart, but through the writ-
ten word of God, which, all by itself, is enough to make me complete
and fully equipped (2 Timothy 3:17).

Oh, but some might say, the Holy Spirit guides me and talks to me
apart from the Bible. Really? So does that mean you are now some-
howmore than complete and more than fully equipped? How is that
even possible? And what would the Spirit need to say to you that he
has not already said to you in the Bible? If I amnot complete and fully
equipped, what should I do? Wait for a nudge from the Spirit? Wait
for a spiritual tingle inmyheart? No. I just need to openmyBible a lit-
tle more often. It is the written word of God that makes me complete
and fully equipped for every good work.
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And if the Spirit is telling you things that the Spirit is not telling me,
wouldn’t that make God a respecter of persons? What if your teacher
had, during an exam, walked through the classroom whispering an-
swers andhints in the ears of certain studentswhile ignoring the rest
of the classroom, including you? Wouldn’t you see that teacher as a
respecter of persons?

And, yes, therewas direct communication from theHoly Spirit in the
first century while the word of God was being written and while the
churchwasfirst beginning togrow, but that timehas longpassed. The
complete word of God has come, and the partial has passed away (1
Corinthians 13:10). The time of childhood has ended (1 Corinthians
13:11).

Hebrews 5:12-14—For though by this time you ought to
be teachers, youneed someone to teach you again the ba-
sic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not
solid food, for everyonewho lives onmilk is unskilled
in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. But
solid food is for the mature, for those who have their
powers of discernment trained by constant practice to
distinguish good from evil.

Solid food is for the mature— and that solid food is the word of God.

So, back to my question — how do any of us know that our hope is
not in vain? The answer is that we know that because of what we
read in the word of God. We know that because of the Bible, each
word of which is from the Holy Spirit of God. Absent the Bible, we
would know nothing about God or Christ beyond what we could dis-
cern about thepower and thenature ofGod fromhis createduniverse.
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Everything that we know about the gospel of Christ comes from a
book— from the Bible. Everything.

So, once again, Paul, what is your answer to that question? How do
we know that our hope is not in vain? Paul’s answer is that we know
that because the love of God has been poured into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit.

We know that God loves us, but how do we know that? We just an-
swered that question. We know that fact about God’s love the same
way we know everything else about the gospel — we know that be-
cause the Holy Spirit told us that in the Bible. We know that because
theHoly Spirit gave us John 3:16 alongwith all of the other verses that
describe the love of God.

Is the love of God in your heart? And, if it is, how did it get there?

I can certainly answer that question formyself. Inmycase, the love of
Godfirst enteredmyheart throughmy ears! Before I could even read,
my parents were tellingme about the love of God. And then later, the
love of God enteredmy heart throughmy eyes as I read about his love
in the Bible.

Is your answer different? Did you learn about the love of God in some
otherway? I don’t think there is any otherway. Either you read about
God’s love in the Bible, or someone else did that and then told you
about what they had read in the Bible.

After all, what does it really mean for something to enter my heart?
How does that happen? Let’s let the Bible answer that question.
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Luke 8:12—The ones along the path are those who have
heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word
from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be
saved.

Acts 16:14—TheLord opened her heart topay attention
to what was said by Paul.

Psalm 119:11— I have stored up yourword in my heart,
that I might not sin against you.

Deuteronomy 6:6—And these words that I command
you today shall be on your heart.

Luke 6:45 -The good person out of the good treasure of
his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his
evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of
the heart his mouth speaks.

Proverbs 4:20-23—My son, be attentive to my words;
incline your ear to my sayings. Let them not escape
from your sight; keep them within your heart. For they
are life to those who find them, and healing to all their
flesh. Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow
the springs of life.

Satan takes away the word that they heard from their hearts. Her
heartwas opened to pay attention towhat Paul said. Thewords I com-
mand you shall be on your heart. The mouth speaks out of the heart.
Be attentive tomywords and incline your ear tomy sayings, and keep
your heart with all vigilance.
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Themessage is clear. If the love of God is inmyheart, then it got there
through words. It got there through words that I heard and words
that I read. How else?

That conclusion leads us to another of Paul’s favoriteways to describe
our faith. The first way that we saw earlier came from Paul’s phrase
“obedience of faith.” Paul opened this letter with that phrase in Ro-
mans 1:5, and Paul will close this letter with the same phrase in Ro-
mans 16:26.

But we see another description of faith from Paul in Romans 10 and
in Galatians 3.

Romans 10:17—So faith comes from hearing, and hear-
ing through the word of Christ.

Galatians 3:2 — Let me ask you only this: Did you re-
ceive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with
faith?

Faith comes from hearing the word of God. Didn’t Jesus say the same
thing?

John 5:24—Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my
word and believes himwho sent me has eternal life.

John 17:20—Idonot ask for these only, but also for those
who will believe in me through their word.

Luke8:11—Nowtheparable is this: The seed is theword
of God.

The seed is the word of God. The seed that grows in my heart is the
Bible. Who first planted that seed? My parents did when they first
toldme about the love of God before I could even read. Andwhere did
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they get that seed? From thewords of theHoly Spirit that arewritten
down in the Bible. “The seed is the word of God.” That is what Jesus
tells us in Luke 8:11.

And John also told us that:

John 20:30-31—Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; but these arewritten so that youmay believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing
youmay have life in his name.

Anddon’twe see that again on theday the churchwas established and
the first gospel sermon was proclaimed?

Acts 2:37—Nowwhen they heard this they were cut to
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?”

The Handout for Lesson 49 shows many other verses from the Bible
that teach us this same thing. Faith comes through words — not
through something we feel, but through something we hear or some-
thing we read. The Spirit does not nudge me; the Spirit speaks to me.
In fact, the Spirit speaketh expressly (1 Timothy 4:1). And the Spirit
speaks to me only through the written word of God.

So what then does Paul mean when he says that “God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit”? He means that we
have heard the word of God and we have understood and believed all
that thewordofGod tells us about the loveofGod. Thatwordhasbeen
poured into our hearts through our ears and through our eyes!

Don’twe see that same thing later in this same chapter? Look at verse
8: “God showshis love forus in thatwhilewewere still sinners, Christ
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died for us.” How do we know that Christ died for us? We know that
only through the written word of God. Absent the Bible, none of us
would know that.

That is how I know thatmy hope is not in vain! That is how you know
your hope is not in vain! We know that because God has told us that
in his word. We know that because that word has been poured into
our hearts through hearing and reading the word of God, which we
have through the Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 2:13— And we impart this in words not
taught by humanwisdombut taught by the Spirit, inter-
preting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.

Ephesians 6:17—And take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

And this fact about how the love of God enters our hearts should not
have come as a surprise to any of the Jews who received Paul’s letter.
Why not? Because this fact was a foundational prophecy about the
new covenant.

Jeremiah31:33—For this is the covenant that Iwillmake
with the house of Israel after those days, declares the
LORD: I will put my lawwithin them, and I will write
it on their hearts. And Iwill be their God, and they shall
be my people.

I will write it on their hearts! That prophecy is just another way of
saying that faith comes from hearing. And Jeremiah’s prophecy is
that suchwould be true about everyonewhowould be part of the new
covenant. “They shall all knowme, from the least of them to the great-
est,” as Jeremiah writes in the very next verse.
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But, somemight say, what about Lydia?

Acts 16:14—Onewho heard us was a woman named Ly-
dia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods,
whowasaworshiper ofGod.TheLordopenedherheart
to pay attention to what was said by Paul.

Doesn’t that verse prove that God operates on our hearts directly
through a direct operation of the Holy Spirit? Many people think
so. One commentary that I looked at this past week said that Lydia’s
heart was “enlightened, impressed by his Spirit, and so prepared to
receive the truth.”

Is that what happened in Acts 16? No, it is not. There is nothing in
that account to support such a notion.

For starters, I think the ESV missed the boat a bit in the translation
we just read that “the Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what
was said by Paul.” That makes it sound like Paul was having some
trouble keeping her attention, but does that sound like Paul? It does
not sound like him to me. I think Paul had her attention.

The problemwas not that Lydia did not hear Paul— she did. And the
problem is not that Lydia did not pay attention to Paul — I think she
did that as well. The problemwas what Lydia would do after hearing
Paul. Would she stick with her old way of viewing things, or would
she instead see things through the lens of what she was now hearing
— through the gospel of Christ?

I think the Greek text supports that view. The Greek word translated
“pay attention to” in the ESV is translated “give heed unto” in the ASV
and “attended unto” in the KJV. I think those translations are much
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better than the ESV. If you tell me the bridge is out, I might pay atten-
tion to what you said, but if I keep driving toward that bridge, I have
not heeded what you said; I have not attended to your warning.

Whatever Acts 16:14 means when it says God opened her heart, the
purpose for the opening was so that Lydia would both hear and act
upon what she heard. She believed what Paul said, and so she acted
upon what Paul said.

And what caused her to do that? I think that when we look at what
happened in Acts 16:14, what we will see is that it supports what we
have been saying about Romans 5:5 — God operates on our hearts
through our ears! The reason why Lydia heard, believed what she
heard, and acted uponwhat she heardwas because ofwhat she heard.
In short, she was convinced by what she heard from Paul. She was
convinced, and so she acted — she attended to what she heard. She
heeded Paul’s message.

And notice the order in Acts 16. First, we are told that Lydia was “a
worshiper of God” before she ever met Paul. Second, we are told that
Lydia heard Paul. Third, we are told that God opened her heart to at-
tend to what was said by Paul. Before we are told that her heart was
opened, we are told that she heard Paul.

And so, whatever this opening involved, it happened after she heard
that to which she needed to attend. There was no preparation of her
heart to receive the truth as that earlier commentator suggested. She
wasalready receiving the truth fromPaul. What sheneeded todowas
obey the truth.
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But does that mean then that there was instead a compulsion to obey
the truth? That Lydia didn’t really want to attend to what Paul had
said, but that God compelled her to do so? Is any Calvinist really will-
ing to argue that God compels people to be saved? If so, thenwhy isn’t
everyone saved? Isn’t it God’s will that all be saved (2 Peter 3:9; 1 Tim-
othy 2:4)? If that is God’s will, and if God saves people by compelling
them to obey, then why wouldn’t God compel everyone to obey?

So if God did not prepare Lydia’s heart to receive the truth, and if God
did not compel Lydia to obey the gospel, then what is left? How did
God open Lydia’s heart to attend to what Paul had said?

What’s left is exactly what happened! Lydia’s heart was opened by
the preaching of Paul. Paul’s preaching is what opened Lydia’s heart.
Paul’s preaching awakened Lydia to a newway of thinking about God
and about the plan of God. Paul’s preaching enlarged Lydia’s heart
beyondher formerunderstanding tonowunderstand the truth about
Christ.

But wait! How canwe say that Paul opened her heart when the verse
says that God opened her heart?

First, why was Paul preaching to anyone? Answer: Because of God!
Because Jesus appeared to Paul on that road to Damascus. Jesus told
Ananias all about it.

Acts 9:15 — But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a
chosen instrument of mine to carrymy name before the
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.”
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Second, whywas Paul preaching in Philippi, where Lydia heard him?
Answer: Because of God! Just back up a few verses— Paul was there
because of theMacedonian call!

Acts 16:9— And a vision appeared to Paul in the night:
aman ofMacedoniawas standing there, urging him and
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”

Third, why was Paul telling Lydia the things that he was telling her?
Answer: Because of God!

1 Corinthians 2:13— And we impart this in words not
taught by humanwisdombut taught by the Spirit, inter-
preting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.

I think that verse confirms thatwhat Jesus said about the 72 inLuke 10
was also true about Paul — “The one who hears you hears me” (Luke
10:16). The words that Paul was proclaiming to Lydia were the words
of God.

And so, yes, Lydia’s heart was opened through the preaching of Paul.
But Paul was preaching because God called him to preach, Paul was
preaching to Lydia in Philippi becauseGod called him to preach there,
and Paul was preaching words taught by the Spirit of God.

And sowhat canwe say about Lydia? We can say that for her, as for us
all, faith came by hearing. And we can say that what she heard was
spoken by Paul. God opened her heart through the preaching of Paul.

Then, as today, God opens our hearts through our ears. And rather
than showing the opposite, Lydia provides a perfect example of how
God operates on our hearts through the proclamation of his word.
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And, yes, there are some differences between howGod did that in the
first centuryandhowGoddoes that todaywhenwehave the complete
word of God that we can pick up and readwheneverwewant to do so.
But are things really that different?

• Jesus is not appearing to us in person to tell us to proclaim his
word as he did with Paul, but Jesus is still telling us to proclaim
his word (Matthew 28:19-20).

• Jesus is not appearing to us in a dream to tell us to go preach in
some specific part of the world as he did with Paul, but Jesus is
still telling us to go out into theworld to preach (Matthew28:19-
20).

• And Jesus is not putting the words in our mouths as he some-
times did with Paul and the other Apostles, but Jesus is still
telling us what to say (Matthew 28:19-20).

Now, let’s look at the end of verse 5 — and what we see at the end
of verse 5 is a second gift. The love of God poured into our hearts is
the first gift, and that first gift came through the Holy Spirit, which
is then described as a second gift. The Holy Spirit is not what was
poured, but rather what was poured came through the Holy Spirit.
And sowe have two gifts in verse 5— thatwhichwas poured through
the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit himself.

Andweshouldnote that verse 5very clearly states that theHolySpirit
has been given to us. What that means is that we know for sure that
theHolySpiritwas given to at least someChristians at some time. But
who and when? And more to the point, does the word “us” in verse 5
include us today?
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Who is “us” in verse 5? Is it all Christians everywhere for all time? Is
it all Christians everywhere for a specific time (such as all Christians
in the first century)? Is it specific Christians for a specific time (such
as some Christians in Rome in the first century)?

However we answer that question, we need to understand that our
answerwill have a ripple effect in this chapter. Paul has been address-
ing this same group since at least Romans 4:24, and Paul will keep
addressing this same group at least through Romans 5:11. If we limit
the Christians addressed in Romans 5:5 in some way, then I don’t see
how we can avoid imposing that same limit throughout the entirety
of Paul’s discussion here.

How else is this same group described in this same discussion?

• (4:23-24)But thewords “itwas counted tohim”werenotwritten
for his sake alone, but for ours also.

• (5:1) Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

• (5:2)Throughhimwehavealsoobtainedaccessby faith into this
grace in whichwe stand, andwe rejoice in hope of the glory of
God.

• (5:6) For whilewewere still weak, at the right time Christ died
for the ungodly.

• (5:8) But God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.
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• (5:9) Since, therefore,we have now been justified by his blood,
muchmore shallwe be saved by him from the wrath of God.

• (5:10) For if whilewewere enemieswewere reconciled to God
by the death of his Son,muchmore, now thatwe are reconciled,
shallwe be saved by his life.

• (5:11) More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconcilia-
tion.

If we were to conclude that verse 5 is directed to a subset of all Chris-
tians, then I think consistencywould require us to say the same thing
about all of these other verses in the same discussion that use the
same pronouns.

I think a better approach is to let those other verses guide us in our
understanding of verse 5—andwhen I do that, I conclude that, what-
ever verse 5 is saying, it is addressing all Christians for all time. Every
other verse in Paul’s discussion here has that scope. And I think that
broad scope makes sense given what Paul is doing here — he is ex-
plaining the basis of our hope in Christ, which is not something we
would expect to change over time.

And I think that answer makes sense when we look at other verses
that also describe the Holy Spirit as a gift or as having been given.
They likewise seem broad in their scope.

Acts 2:38-39— And Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins, and youwill receive the gift
of theHoly Spirit. For thepromise is for youand for your
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children and for all who are far off, everyonewhom the
Lord our God calls to himself.”

Acts 5:32— And we are witnesses to these things, and
so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who
obey him.

2 Corinthians 1:22— And who has also put his seal on
us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

2 Corinthians 5:5 — He who has prepared us for this
very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guar-
antee.

1 Thessalonians 4:8 — Therefore whoever disregards
this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy
Spirit to you.

I know there is some disagreement on this point within the church,
but my opinion is that these verses apply as much to me as they did
to those who first heard them. My opinion is that the promised gift
of theHoly Spirit in Acts 2:38was in fact to “everyonewhom the Lord
our God calls to himself.”

Does that mean I can workmiracles? No, it does not.

For starters, the gift of the Holy Spirit is not the same as the gifts
of the Holy Spirit. The gift of the Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit him-
self while the gifts of the Holy Spirit are spiritual gifts from the Holy
Spirit. Verse 5 suggests that all of the Roman Christians had received
the gift of the Holy Spirit, but Romans 1:11 suggests that at least some
of the Romans had not received any gifts of the Holy Spirit (any spiri-
tual gifts) and would not receive them until after Paul arrived in per-
son.
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So if receiving the Holy Spirit as a gift does not mean that I can per-
formmodern-day miracles, what does it mean? I think it means that
God has written his name onmewith the seal of the Holy Spirit, that
God has given me the Spirit as a guarantee, and that the Holy Spirit
talks to God the Father on my behalf when I pray. I think we will see
at least two of those things when we get to Romans 8. None of that
involves me working any miracles, but I believe that all of that de-
scribes blessings that I presently enjoy in Christ because of the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

Paul will havemuchmore to say on this topicwhenwe get to Romans
8. And, for those who studied the book of Joel with us, you will recall
that we spent a great deal of time discussing the Holy Spirit whenwe
looked at the great prophecy in Joel 2 that is quoted by Peter in Acts
2. You may also want to review the numerous Handouts from those
lessons.
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