JOEL LESSON SEVEN

a7 prn, For a nation has come up against my land, powerful
and beyond number; its teeth are lions’ teeth, and it
has the fangs of a lioness. It has laid waste my vine
and splintered my fig tree; it has stripped off their
bark and thrown it down; their branches are made
white. ... The fields are destroyed, the ground mourns,
because the grain is destroyed, the wine dries up, the
oil languishes. (Joel 1:6-7, 10)
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Orang# growers and
olive groves In Southern California
will not this wiater have to meet the
competition of Syria in the eastern

owners

markets, Reports recelved through
the bureau of foreign and domestic
commerce at Washington, D. C, indi-
«|cate that swarms of locusts have al-
most completely destroyed all forms
of vegetation in northern Syria. Rev,

Otis A (Hazebrook, American consul
at Jerusalem, has forwarded to the
department at Washington the fols
lowing account of the great
sion:

fava-

g have had to depend
upon outside sourcés for some of this
information, but the actual invasion,
the result of the devastation, and the
work of protection I have seea with
my own eyes, and have aided in the
latter by my peuonal as-istnnce anq

of the serried ranks of the devustnt-
ing lnsects was more terrible than!

: are not un-

usual phenomena in Palestiaze. The
last general and destructive visitation
of the locusts occurred in 1865, Since |
then they have reappeared at differ- &
ent timeg in smaller numbers and
limited areas, the last of thene belng
some eleven years ago,

Advance Swarms of Adults
“On February 28, 1915, the first
swarms of adult locfusts were seen in
the borderings ‘Judean Wilderness,'
but it was not watil the early firt of

March that they flew over ahd past|,

Jerusalem, These adults did little
damage, but being of the largest and
most devouring species of all migra-
tory locusts (Schistocerca peregrina),

“Ag soon as the news of the locust
invasion reached his excellency,
Djemal Pasha, Ottoman minister of
the taavy and commander of the
fourth army, he vigorously grappled
with the situatlon, He appointed a
central commission to fight the lo-
custs under the presidency of his ex-
cellency, Midhat Bey, governor
Jerusalem. The field which the com-
mission was to cover were the sand-
jak of Jerusalem and the vilayets of

mission was officially attached to the
headquarters of the fourth army at
Jerusalem, Dr. Aaron Aaronsohn,
who is well knowa to the department
of agriculture at Washington, wads
appointed high commissioner for the
above mentioned provinces, This ap-
‘polntment profiiised ,well, a8 the doc-
tor is one of the mout sclenttiic men
in Syria and director of the Jewigh
Agricultural Experiment Station of

of |

Beirut and Damascus, and this com- |,

l'nlosllne.-
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Soldiers and Civilians All
Join in Combating
Winged Hosts

People Will Sufier
“I'a spite of all this fighting of the
larvae instances are very rare where
the reuults were aauamrmry F

fon, Is was ospodullv truc- on the
’lain of Sharon, where the Jewish
and German colonies, with thelr
beautiful- orange gardens, vineyards,
and orchards suffered most severely.
The only. exceptioa was the orange

" pardens in Jaff pruper. which, doubt-

less, owed
breezes, [T the 1

of which !he plain betwcpn Jerusalem
and Jaffa is renowned and upon
whose supply the Jerusalem markets
depend. The result is that there are
fow vegetables or fruits to be had in
the markets, and such as appear coms |

e most keenly felt. This year, espes
dally on account of the almost ea-
ire absence of sugar, now selling,
vhen obtainable, at a fabulous price,
‘he grape crop was counted upon as
i substitute from which ‘dibs,” a kind
of molasses, and divers kinds of jams
are made without the use of sugar.

“Strange to relate, storks, which
were always looked upon as the most
fectlve enemy of the locusts, this
‘ear seemed to have been proportions
1tly too few to have a perceptible ef-
‘eet upon them. The common house
sparrow and domestic fowls doubt-
less  have devoured quantities of
them, " but here again the invading
host was 20 tremendous that this nat-
ural help was not noticeable.”
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