JOEL LESSON 15
DOES GOD EVER CHANGE HIS MIND?

Genesis 6:5-6

5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every intention of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6
And the LORD regretted that he had made man on
the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.

Genesis 22:9-12
9 When they came to the place of which God had
told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid
the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and
laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife
to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD
called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham,
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said,
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to
him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you
have not withheld your son, your only son, from
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me.

Exodus 4:1-15

1 Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not
believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say,
‘The LORD did not appear to you.” ” 2 The LORD
said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said,
“A staff.” 3 And he said, “Throw it on the ground.”
So he threw it on the ground, and it became a ser-
pent, and Moses ran from it. 4 But the LORD said
to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the
tail”—so he put out his hand and caught it, and it
became a staff in his hand— 5 “that they may be-
lieve that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 Again, the LORD
said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.”
And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when
he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like
snow. 7 Then God said, “Put your hand back in-
side your cloak.” So he put his hand back inside

his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, it was
restored like the rest of his flesh. 8 “If they will
not believe you,” God said, “or listen to the first
sign, they may believe the latter sign. 9 If they will
not believe even these two signs or listen to your
voice, you shall take some water from the Nile and
pour it on the dry ground, and the water that you
shall take from the Nile will become blood on the
dry ground.” 10 But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh,
my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or
since you have spoken to your servant, but I am
slow of speech and of tongue.” 11 Then the LORD
said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who
makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is
it not I, the LORD? 12 Now therefore go, and I will
be with your mouth and teach you what you shall
speak.” 13 But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send
someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Moses and he said, “Is there not
Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he
can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet
you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his
heart. 15 You shall speak to him and put the words
in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth and
with his mouth and will teach you both what to do.

Exodus 13:17
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead
them by way of the land of the Philistines, al-
though that was near. For God said, “Lest the peo-
ple change their minds when they see war and re-
turn to Egypt.”

Exodus 32:9-14
9 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this
people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10
Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may
burn hot against them and I may consume them,
in order that I may make a great nation of you.” 11
But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O

WWW.STUDYJOEL.coMm



LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your
people, whom you have brought out of the land of
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand?
12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent
did he bring them out, to kill them in the moun-
tains and to consume them from the face of the
earth’? Turn from your burning anger and relent
from this disaster against your people. 13 Remem-
ber Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to
whom you swore by your own self, and said to
them, ‘T will multiply your offspring as the stars
of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I
will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit
it forever.”” 14 And the LORD relented from the di-
saster that he had spoken of bringing on his peo-
ple.

Exodus 32:14
And the LORD relented from the disaster that he
had spoken of bringing on his people.

Exodus 32:33
But the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned
against me, I will blot out of my book.

Numbers 14:11
And the LORD said to Moses, “How long will this
people despise me? And how long will they not be-
lieve in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done
among them?

1 Samuel 2:30-31
30 Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, declares:
‘I promised that your house and the house of your
father should go in and out before me forever,’
but now the LORD declares: ‘Far be it from me,
for those who honor me I will honor, and those
who despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 31 Be-
hold, the days are coming when I will cut off your
strength and the strength of your father’s house,
so that there will not be an old man in your house.

1 Samuel 13:13-14
13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done fool-
ishly. You have not kept the command of the LORD
your God, with which he commanded you. For
then the LORD would have established your king-
dom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom

shall not continue. The LORD has sought outa man
after his own heart, and the LORD has command-
ed him to be prince over his people, because you
have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”

1 Samuel 15:10-11

10 The word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 “I re-
gret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned
back from following me and has not performed
my commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and
he cried to the LORD all night.

1 Samuel 15:28-29
28 And Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn
the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has
given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than
you. 29 And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or
have regret, for he is not a man, that he should
have regret.”

1 Samuel 15:35
And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of
his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the
LORD regretted that he had made Saul king over
Israel.

1 Kings 13:2-3

2 And the man cried against the altar by the word
of the LORD and said, “O altar, altar, thus says the
LORD: ‘Behold, a son shall be born to the house of
David, Josiah by name, and he shall sacrifice on
you the priests of the high places who make offer-
ings on you, and human bones shall be burned on
you.”” 3 And he gave a sign the same day, saying,
“This is the sign that the LORD has spoken: ‘Behold,
the altar shall be torn down, and the ashes that are
on it shall be poured out.””

1 Kings 22:20
and the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, that
he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? And one
said one thing, and another said another.

2 Kings 20:1-6
1 In those days Hezekiah became sick and was
at the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet the
son of Amoz came to him and said to him, “Thus
says the LORD, ‘Set your house in order, for you



shall die; you shall not recover.”” 2 Then Hezekiah
turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD,
saying, 3 “Now, O LORD, please remember how I
have walked before you in faithfulness and with a
whole heart, and have done what is good in your
sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 4 And before
Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, the word
of the LORD came to him: 5 “Turn back, and say to
Hezekiah the leader of my people, Thus says the
LORD, the God of David your father: I have heard
your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I will
heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the
house of the LORD, 6 and I will add fifteen years to
your life. I will deliver you and this city out of the
hand of the king of Assyria, and I will defend this
city for my own sake and for my servant David’s
sake.”

1 Chronicles 21:15

And God sent the angel to Jerusalem to destroy it,
but as he was about to destroy it, the LORD saw,
and he relented from the calamity. And he said
to the angel who was working destruction, “It is
enough; now stay your hand.” And the angel of
the LORD was standing by the threshing floor of
Ornan the Jebusite.

Psalm 139:16

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your
book were written, every one of them, the days
that were formed for me, when as yet there was
none of them.

Isaiah 5:1-5

1 Let me sing for my beloved my love song con-
cerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vine-
yard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared
it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he
built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed
out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield
grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3 And now, O
inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge
between me and my vineyard. 4 What more was
there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done
in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did
it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what
I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.

Isaiah 44:28

who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he
shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of Jerusalem,
‘She shall be built,” and of the temple, “Your foun-
dation shall be laid.””

Isaiah 46:9-11

9 remember the former things of old; for I am God,
and there is no other; I am God, and there is none
like me, 10 declaring the end from the beginning
and from ancient times things not yet done, say-
ing, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish
all my purpose,” 11 calling a bird of prey from the
east, the man of my counsel from a far country. I
have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have pur-
posed, and [ will do it.

Isaiah 48:3-5

3 “The former things I declared of old; they went
out from my mouth, and I announced them; then
suddenly I did them, and they came to pass. 4 Be-
cause  know that you are obstinate, and your neck
is an iron sinew and your forehead brass, 5 I de-
clared them to you from of old, before they came
to pass I announced them to you, lest you should
say, ‘My idol did them, my carved image and my
metal image commanded them.’

Isaiah 57:15

For thus says the One who is high and lifted up,
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I
dwell in the high and holy place, and also with
him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive
the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of
the contrite.

Jeremiah 1:5
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and
before you were born I consecrated you; I appoint-
ed you a prophet to the nations.”

Jeremiah 7:31
And they have built the high places of Topheth,
which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to
burn their sons and their daughters in the fire,
which I did not command, nor did it come into my
mind.



Jeremiah 15:6

You have rejected me, declares the LORD; you
keep going backward, so I have stretched out my
hand against you and destroyed you— I am weary
of relenting.

Jeremiah 18:1-12

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2
“Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there
I will let you hear my words.” 3 So I went down to
the potter’s house, and there he was working at his
wheel. 4 And the vessel he was making of clay was
spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it
into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter
to do. 5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6
“O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this pot-
ter has done? declares the LORD. Behold, like the
clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O
house of Israel. 7 If at any time I declare concern-
ing a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and
break down and destroy it, 8 and if that nation,
concerning which I have spoken, turns from its
evil, I will relent of the disaster that I intended to
do to it. 9 And if at any time I declare concerning
a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant
it, 10 and if it does evil in my sight, not listening
to my voice, then I will relent of the good that I
had intended to do to it. 11 Now, therefore, say to
the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem:
‘Thus says the LORD, Behold, I am shaping disaster
against you and devising a plan against you. Re-
turn, every one from his evil way, and amend your
ways and your deeds.” 12 “But they say, ‘That is in
vain! We will follow our own plans, and will every
one act according to the stubbornness of his evil
heart.’

Jeremiah 19:5

and have built the high places of Baal to burn their
sons in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, which I
did not command or decree, nor did it come into
my mind—

Jeremiah 26:2-3
2 “Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the
LORD'’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah
that come to worship in the house of the LORD all
the words that I command you to speak to them;
do not hold back a word. 3 It may be they will lis-

ten, and every one turn from his evil way, that I
may relent of the disaster that I intend to do to
them because of their evil deeds.

Jeremiah 26:19
Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him
to death? Did he not fear the LORD and entreat the
favor of the LORD, and did not the LORD relent of
the disaster that he had pronounced against them?
But we are about to bring great disaster upon our-
selves.”

Jeremiah 32:35
They built the high places of Baal in the Valley
of the Son of Hinnom, to offer up their sons and
daughters to Molech, though I did not command
them, nor did it enter into my mind, that they
should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.

Ezekiel 4:9-15

9 “And you, take wheat and barley, beans and len-
tils, millet and emmer, and put them into a single

vessel and make your bread from them. During
the number of days that you lie on your side, 390

days, you shall eat it. 10 And your food that you eat
shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day; from day
to day you shall eat it. 11 And water you shall drink
by measure, the sixth part of a hin; from day to day
you shall drink. 12 And you shall eat it as a barley
cake, baking it in their sight on human dung.” 13

And the LORD said, “Thus shall the people of Israel

eat their bread unclean, among the nations where

I will drive them.” 14 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD!

Behold, I have never defiled myself. From my
youth up till now I have never eaten what died of
itself or was torn by beasts, nor has tainted meat

come into my mouth.” 15 Then he said to me, “See,
I assign to you cow’s dung instead of human dung,
on which you may prepare your bread.”

Ezekiel 12:3

As for you, son of man, prepare for yourself an
exile’s baggage, and go into exile by day in their
sight. You shall go like an exile from your place
to another place in their sight. Perhaps they will
understand, though they are a rebellious house.



Ezekiel 22:30-31

30 And I sought for a man among them who should
build up the wall and stand in the breach before
me for the land, that I should not destroy it, but I
found none. 31 Therefore I have poured out my in-
dignation upon them.  have consumed them with
the fire of my wrath. I have returned their way
upon their heads, declares the Lord GOD.”

Ezekiel 24:14

Iam the LORD. I have spoken; it shall come to pass;
I'will do it. I will not go back; I will not spare; I will
not relent; according to your ways and your deeds
you will be judged, declares the Lord GOD.”

Joel 2:13-14

13 and rend your hearts and not your garments.”
Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering
and a drink offering for the LORD your God?

Amos 7:1-6

1This is what the Lord GOD showed me: behold, he
was forming locusts when the latter growth was
just beginning to sprout, and behold, it was the
latter growth after the king’s mowings. 2 When
they had finished eating the grass of the land, I
said, “O Lord GOD, please forgive! How can Ja-
cob stand? He is so small!” 3 The LORD relented
concerning this: “It shall not be,” said the LORD.
4 This is what the Lord GOD showed me: behold,
the Lord GOD was calling for a judgment by fire,
and it devoured the great deep and was eating up
the land. 5 Then I said, “O Lord GOD, please cease!
How can Jacob stand? He is so small!” 6 The LORD
relented concerning this: “This also shall not be,”
said the Lord GOD.

Jonah 3:10
When God saw what they did, how they turned

from their evil way, God relented of the disaster
that he had said he would do to them, and he did
not do it.

Malachi 3:6
“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O
children of Jacob, are not consumed.

Matthew 26:34

Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night,
before the rooster crows, you will deny me three
times.”

Luke 5:21-22

And the scribes and the Pharisees began to ques-
tion, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphe-
mies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” When
Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them,
“Why do you question in your hearts?

John 6:64

But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For
Jesus knew from the beginning who those were
who did not believe, and who it was who would
betray him.)

John 21:18-19

18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young,
you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you
wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out
your hands, and another will dress you and carry
you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said
to show by what kind of death he was to glorify
God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow
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me.

Romans 9:15
For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom
I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom
I have compassion.”

Romans 9:21-23

21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make
out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use
and another for dishonorable use? 22 What if God,
desiring to show his wrath and to make known
his power, has endured with much patience ves-
sels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order
to make known the riches of his glory for vessels
of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for

glory—



Romans 10:21

But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out
my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.”

Galatians 1:15-16

15 But when he who had set me apart before I
was born, and who called me by his grace, 16 was
pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I
might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not
immediately consult with anyone;

Hebrews 5:8

Although he was a son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered.

Hebrews 13:8

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever.

James 5:17-18

17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and
he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for
three years and six months it did not rain on the
earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave
rain, and the earth bore its fruit.

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance.

Revelation 3:5
The one who conquers will be clothed thus in
white garments, and I will never blot his name out
of the book of life. I will confess his name before
my Father and before his angels.



