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day on which the disciples met to
break the loaf. 7nvariably means
without change. Now, the apos-
tles had occasion to refer to this
day many times, but I find Lord’s
day used but once. If Lord’s day,
as used in Rev. 1: 10, does refer to
the first day (?) of the week, the
apostles have not used it invaria-
bly. There was a change.

Since the question has gone this
far, suppose we dig down and find
God'’s plain teaching. Words that
the Bible uses 1n terms that cannot
be mistaken, I will accept. Will
you? I will give the plain, un-
mistakable application of God’s
word the preference; rather than
applications based upon inference
or supposition. Will you? We
will see.

I shall now answer Bro. Stone’s
(uestion, after which I shall ask
some. DBro. Stone asks: “If the
day that John was in the Spirit
was the Lord’s day, will Bro.Freed
tell us why it should be so-called ?”
I know of but one way to answer
this, according to the principles of
any language, ancient or mcdern,
without an inference or supposi-

tion. The word Lord’s denotes a
possession. It isin the possessive
case. It limits the day. *“Why

should it be called the Lord's day ?”
Because it belonged to the Lord.

Bro. Stone, what do you under-
stand John to mean when he says
he “was in the Spirit?” How long
duration was this Lord’s day? If
twenty-four hours, how do you
know? Doss not the word day as
used in the Bible often mean an
indifinite time? Gen. 2: 4; Isa.
22: 5; and even Acts 17:31. Could
not “Lord’s day” refer to the du-
ration of Jonn's exile to Patmos?
Could it not haye reference to the
{ime the Lord chose to make known
these wonderful revelations to
John? Hence called Lord's day.
He chose this time. It was the
Lord’s time to make known this
great revelation to man.

Bro. Stone’s argument is, since
Christ arose on this day, ascended
to heaven, appeared to his disci-
ples and sent the Spirit on this
day, that we should call it Lord’s
day.

I read of Christ doing many
other great and good things on
other days. Why not call them
Lord's days?

I may have an opinion that
Lord's day, as used by John, was
the first day of the week, but I can
not believe it, because I have not
been able to find any testimony to
that effect. Without testimony
there can be no faith, I can give
just as many reasons, of the same
kind, why the Sabbath should be
cnlled Lord's day, as can be given

why the first day should be so-
called.

Now, brethreu, I press the ques-
tion, is it not an infeience ora
supposition to teach that the first
day of the week should be called
Lord’s day? Come, show us by
plain, unmistakable teachings of
God’s blessed truth, or say I can’t.
“Prove all things and hold fast
that which is good.”

Yours in hope of immortality.

A. G. Freep.

[ The above has been unavoida-

biy delayed.—dJ. W. J.]

-

Pretty Cooling.

J. N. Hall, the pugnacious Bap-
tist editor and preacher, is now 1
Nashville, delivering a series of
sermons or lectures. On last Fri-
day night an immense crowd came
out to hear him discuss the action
of baptism, as he had previously
announced he would. A goodly
number of the Methodists came,
and among them was parson Biggs,
pastor of the Methodist church in
Nashville. After being introduced
to Eld. Hall by the Baptist pastor,
he was seated in front of the pul-
pit. After they had sung and
played they called on Biggs to
pray. Hedid so. He orayed
that the heart of the speaker
might be warmed, and that he
might preach the fruth.

Hall's discourse followed, in
which he showed that immersion
is the act to be performed 1n bap-
tizing, and that there is not one
syllable of authority for sprink-
ling or pouring. At the close of
the setmon another Baptist preach-
er was called on to pronounce the
benediction. While the people all
stood, be, with up-lifted hands,
slowly, solemnly aud distinetly
thanked God that, among other
things, the prayer of the brother
had been answered.

J R. JoNes.
The Gift of the Holy Spirit.

For the benefit of some give us
an explanation of the following
scriptures:

“Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins
and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. For the promise is
to you and to your children and to
all that are afar off, even as many
as the Lord our God shall call.”
Acts 2. 38:30. A BrorHER.

Keith, Texas.

Peter was preaching to a large
multitude of people and had pro-
gressed so far in his speech as to
couvince them of sin and of the

righteous claims of Jesus. When
he declared emphatically: “let
all the house of Israel know as-
suredly that God hath made that
same Jesus whom you crucified
both Lord and Christ,” they were
pierced in their hearts and cried
out “Men and brethren what shall
we do?” Peter answers in the
language above given.

First he tells them what they
must do. “Repent and be bap-
tized.” Second, he gives the
authority by which these things
are to be done, “in the name of
Jesus Christ.” Third, he tells
them the end, purpose, or design
for which they are to be done;
“for the remission of sins.” He
did not say be baptized for (in
order to) the fellowship of the
church; but “for (in order to) re-
mission of sins.” The phrase “re-
mission of sins” is equivalent to
forgiveness, or pardon. Those
who gladly received his word
obeyed. Fourth, Peter makes a
general promise “ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Who sheuld receive it? Those
who had obeyed the command.
See also Acts 5:32.

“The gift of the Holy Spirit” is
a phrase that occurs but twice in
the New Testament. The other
occurrence is in Acts 10:45. The
six Jews who went with Peter to
the house of Cornelius were aston-
ished “because that on the Gen-
tiles also was poured out the gift of
the Holy Spirit.” Peter afterwards
said of this: “And as I began to
speak the-Holy Spirit fell on them
as on us at the beginning.” And
again— “for as much then as God
gave them the like gift as he did
unto us.” Irom these scriptures
we learn that the phrase means
the Holy Spirit as « giff. Some
contend that it refers to a gift, or
power to work signs, miracles or
wonders. But this cannot alter
the sense. No one could exercise
these mirculous or supernatural
powers without first receiving the
Spirit, hence to bestow or give
man the powers to work a miracle
necessarily implies that the Holy
Spirit was first given. But was
this gift of the Holy Spirit to con.
fer power? I answer yes. Jesus
told the Apostles that they should
receive power after the Holy
Spirit came upon them. Acts 1:8.
After they received it (the Spirit)
we see them exercising power;
something they could not do nat-
urally. Again Peter quotes Joel's
prophecy and says that the giving
of the Spirit to them was the ful-
fillment of it. That prophecy not
only promises the Holy Spirit but
mentions the effects or what it
will bestow when given. Now

placing yourself in the same atti-
tude as were Peter’s hearers; hav-
ing before your eyes and ears a
visible manifestation of supernat-
ural power which Peter says is the
fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy and
also further explains as the effect
of the Holy Spirit given to them
(verse 33) you could not under-
stand “the gift of the Holy Spirit”
in any other light than that it
would endue the possessor with
supernatural power.

How were those parties to re-
ceive the Holy Spirt?

There are but two ways con-
ceivable, the direct, and the indi-
rect. We have a record of two in-
stances where the Holy Spirit was
given and received directly from
God. Acts second chapter, to the
apostles, and Acts tenth, to Cor-
nelins and household. These
were exceptional cases; the former
was “the beginning” of the king-
dom or reign of Jesus and mark-
ed the opening of the door of faith
to the Jews; the latter was God’s
testimony that the Gentiles should
be admitted to gospel privileges
and marks the beginning of a new
era in the history of the church.
By reading Acts 8th chapter we
learn how the Holy Spirit was
given to those who had obeyed
God. Also Acts 196

“Now when the Apostles which
were at Jerusalem heard that Sam
aria had received the word of God,
they sent unto them Peter and
John  who when they were
come down prayed for them, that
they might receive the Holy Spirit,;
(for as yet he was fallen upon
none of them: only they were bap-
tized in the name the of the Lord
Jesus.) Then laid their hands on
them, and they received the Holy
Spirit.”  From this we learn that
the promise of the gift of the
Holy Spirit is not annexed to
baptism as a design or end; in
other woids obedience to the gos-
pel was not the condition of re-
ceiving the gift. In fact no con-
dition was required. It was prom-
ised to a certain class; those who
had obeyed the gospel and was
given through the laying on of
the hands of apostles.

This gift of the Holy Spirit was
manifested in various ways, see 1
Cor. 12, 1:11 1t continued with
the church daring its formative
period. When through revelation
a perfect law was given for the
guidance of the church, and that
law had been confirmed by signs,
wonders, and gifts of the Holy
Spirit Heb. 2. 1:5, this gift of the
Holy Spirit ceased. It was no
longer given or received.

But says an objector: “Does
not Paulsay, “if any man have .
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;m Spirit of Christ he is none of
his'? Yes, he doee but please to

show if you can that Paul referred,

to the gift of the Holy Spirit by
tbis language. But again hesays:
wrecvived ye the spirit by the
works of the law, or by the hear-
ing of faith?’ QGeal, 3:2 Yes,
and he says “for by one Bpirit are
wenll baptized intoone body * ¢ ©
and are all made to drink inlo one
Spirit." 1 Cor. 12:18. :

The church is the Lody of
Christ, the Bpirit of Chirist dwells
in the church. By our obedieuce
10 “the law of the spirit of life"
we become members of the body.
We are “Laptised into Christ,” are
uip Christ” and God and Christ
dwell iy us. 1Jno. 4:15 1 Juoo.
512 But we sre also baptizxl
into the Bpirit Mat 28, 1820
and the Bpirit dwells in us just as
(ool wned Christ does, that is by
foath Eph. 3:17.

Ihown God or Christ dwell tang-
My or personally in the christian?
No. neither does the Holy Bpirit?
But all these dwell in the heart
hy faath. *“Faith comes by hear-
i the word of God.”

A few words now relative to the
36tk verse of Acts 2nd. “The
promise” mentioned in this verss
s thy promise of salvation or
bivesing to oll the families of
vartti  through Jesus It is ex-
preesed more fully in Acta i, 25:26
where Poter s still spoaking to
Jews “Ye amre the children of
the prophets and of the covenant
whi'li God made with our fathers,
syl uotp Abraham. And in
thy sewed ahall all the kindreds of
the earth blessed. Unto  you
nrsf God having raised up his son
Jesus, cent him to bless you, in
turuiug away every one of you
from b iniyuities.” It (the prom-
e caunot refer to the gift of the
Hiy Spirit mentioned in Acts 3
i~ f.: na wo bave seen that gift
tna reference to the supernatural
juwer bnstowe ! or given to the
‘tuth. For the present this
waat suffce, J. W. Jaogson.

LOVe.

“Aud now abideth faith, hode|Ggod

sad charity, thess three bat the
grostest of thess is charity.”—1
Cor. 13 13.  “And though I bave
e gift of prophecy and under-
stan all mysteries and all knowl-
aige and though 1 have all faith
® that 1 could remove mountains
s have not charity I am noth-
‘" 1 Cor. 13: 2

Tuc word charity mesns love
! we have not love we have noth-
¢ When we look st Abrakam’s

laiL (sovms thas nothing vould’

i~ grrater, bat the apostihe says
kv s greates.

. Weturnto hope.  Hee what a
i power it in to prompt men to great
works. The farmer toils in the
heat and  cold and waita for the
harvest; the merchant invests his
money in hope of gain; the sailor
ventures out on the surging waves
of the angry ocean to carry out his
purposes, and yet love is much
greater than hope. It originated
with God, for God is love. He
first loved us, even when we were
enemiea. No wonder that John
says: “Behold what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed
upon us that we skould be called
the sonsof God.” We should,
therefors, love God with all our
soule. JI we love Him as we
should, we show our love and zeal
by keeping His commands. And
if we love QGod we will love one
another and carry that love with
us through life's weary journey.
Let us love Him and each other
with pure hearts fervently for our
love will not be in vain.
W.T. Wesn.

Calvert, Texas.

Netes.
“Follow peace with all men and
holiness without which no man
shall ses the Lord.” “We should
do good unto all men and especial-
ly unto the housebold of faith.”
The world needs the truth ss
nothing but tae truth will save.
Then lot the truth as it is in Jesus
be faithfully taught, let all the
world know that the *“doctrines
and traditions of men make void
the commandments of God."”
Wo can never have peace, hap-
piness and prosperity amonyg men
until all bow®4o the authority of
Christ —uatil all are salizfied with
the Bible. The human creeds that
have been adopted by the denom-
nations show to all thinking men
that they are not satisfied with
the Bible.
Brothron, we must vxpose every
form of error. We van never oon-
veort the world by conforming to
its ways. We must tight on until
all enomivs are oo
male an unconditi surrender

o the asuthority of the Chrst of
G. L. Tousun.

Church Pelity.

In this article we will spesk of
the o.genic structare of “the body
of Christ" As respects the phrase,
body of Christ, it signifies an or-
genised community of chnstians.
The term ‘church,” denotes an
assombly lawfully called togetbher
for any purpose, but it dovs pot
pecusarily meas an organization
{of any kind, while the body of
Christ invariably signifies an or
ganised community

This word body, or phirase, body I peAar, nhepberﬂ. pastor, presbyter

O ———

of Chrint, is freuently misapplied. | and elder, are used interchanye-

An organized community of chris-
tians does not constitute a body of
any sort. We have seen that the
whole family of God constituted
“but one body.” We real of
“churches of Christ,’ but never
read of bodies of Christ. The res-
son is obvious. There are a plo-
rality of congregations, but not a
plurality of organized institutions.
There is but one body, and that
body is the entire church when
properly organized.

An orgsnized institution, must
of neceasity, have suitavle officers.
Theee officers must be ualified in
every respect to do all the official
work sssigned them in the consti-
tation by which they are governed.
In the gospel economy we find a
definite law setting forth in plain
language,the qualifications of each
official agent, and the official work
ansigned to each officer.

1. In order to make oconveris
and thus to increase the body or
family. Missionaries are indis-
P ble. A mi ry is one
sent by the authority of Christ to
preach the gospel to the aliens and
to immerse believing penitents in-
to the one body, by the authority
of the Father, and of the Bon, and
of the Holy Bpirit, and to teach
those converted to observe all
things which the spostles vnjoined
upon their brethren.  Neither
more nor less. To this endall
missionaries are thoroughly fur
nished unto their mission work, by
the gospel preached by the apos-
tles, under the guidance of the
Bpirit, by virtue of the aposiolic
commission. Here wo find pre-
cept and example.

The word “evangelist,” denotes
“g preacher of the gospel, a teach-
or of the christian religion.” This
word is often misapplied. Itis
gonorally applied to pope but
travelling preachers, while it sig-
nities all who preach the gospel st
home or otherwise. A missionary
must of necessity be an evangel-

and|ist  Yet all who presch the goe

pol arc vot yualified to do the
work assigned to s missiopary.
All missionarivs should be fully
qualified in vvery respect to do all
the official work sssigned to af
bisbop or overseor, because it be-
comea their duty not only to preact
the goapel to aliens, but to “set all
things in order and ordain elders”
in the congregations under their

supervision. This is very import-

'snt work and is not assigned to

onlinary evangelists, aa some vain-
ly teach and prectice.

4 The pext official work w
whizh wo call attention, is that of

o bghop. The wonda bawbop,over

ably to point out the same officer
in the church. The official work
of a bishop, isthat of teaching
and ruling. This the word over-
seer or shepherd, necessarily im-
phes. A shepherd has the care of
a flock. The owner of the flock
covenants with the shepherd to
oversee and control his flock. To
this end he gives special direc-
tions what to do and how to do it.
Thus the shepherd in “thoroughly
furnished” unto the work sssigned
him. 8o he is the servant, not of
the flock, but of the owner of the
flock; hence the shepherds are
amenable, not to the flock, as many
suppose, but they are responsible
to the owner of the flock for the
care, protection and preservation
of all the flock. 1f any member of
the flock suffers for want of pro-
tection, the overseers arv responsi-
ble to Christ for it. 1f any ere
lost or misled by false teachers—
griavous wolves—the shepherds
collectively are held responsible
for the loss. They are divinely
appointed to watch for the souls
under their supervision. For
proof see Krek. 34: 1), “Behold 1
am against the shepherds, and I
will require my flock at their
bands.” Paul to the brethren
writes: “Remember them which
have the rule over you, who have
spoken unto you the word of God.”
Aguin: “Obey themthat have the
rule over yon, and submit your-
selves” (Why so?) “For they
watch for your souls, as they that
must give account.’ -Heb. 13:17.
Here the spostle agrees with Ece-
kiel. Those who are appointed to
rule the body of Christ, watch for
the enuls of those under their pro-
tection, for they must account to
the owner of the flock, (which
flock is the charch collectively).

Bo the proof istoo plain to be
wisunderstood, or ignored. The
official work of the bishop is con-
fined to the church. The apostles
ordained elders (i e. elderly men)
in every congregation, that the en-
tire family should be protected
and ministervd to as the guapel
directa.  Bishops are bat joint
partners in  the work essigned
them. ln our pext, will speak
more particularly of the officials in
the body. A, ALLIsON,

R

Asger and haste hinder
counsel. i

A pious cottager residing in the
oceater of a long and dreary besth,
being asked by a visitor, “Are you
not sometimes afraid 1o your lons-

/1y situation, sspecially in the win-

wr? rephed O po! for Faith
shuts the door at mgg:t,.nd m
opeus it 10 the morning. Be :
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THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Relative to this Bro. D. L, eaya:

" -"The promise of the Holy Bpirit is a
direct and clear promise to lead turepent-
ance and remiesion of,sina. *For she re-
mission of sins" is. an ‘indirect promise.
As shown in our first article, it je a decla.
ration of the purposs or end to which God
will bring man when bLe repents and is

-baftiscd. .Telling what God will do ia
ot:)ay an indirect promise to make us laye
God, and so obey him from love, How
can we ‘say it is needfuol to understand
when and where an indirect promise ma

" be enjoyed, but may drop oat the di-
rect promise in the same sentencs alto.
gether?” - o , .

The above statement is somewhat con.
fusing. Bro. L. hes one promise “direct
and clear,” leadiug man to another prom.
ise' “indirect," and, of ‘course,- obscure.

- “Telling what God .would do is only an

indirect promise” and this Bro, L. thinks
is all the force or meaning’in the phrase
“eis the remiesion of ains. I suppces
he thinkg “the gift of the Holy Bpirit™ {a
a !direct promise" because Peter “eald
“you shall ‘receive, eto. Wall, to “be
baptized -eis the remissioa of sins," is
-equivalent to “shall receive the remission
of sins through the name ‘of "Jesus.
Acts 10:48. This makes remission of af.p
a “direct promise.”” Again, Peter quotes
-Joel as telling what the Lord would do in
the latter days, viz : “pour out His Bpirit
on all flesb," then this gift 6f the Spirit was
en_ indirect promise. .‘But which ons of
thess. “promises™ {s directly connected
with baptism? I anawer, that remission
of sins {s directly connected with bap-
tism, and that the gift of the Holy Bpirit
has no connection with it as a design or
end to be obtained by obeying it.” This I
will endeavor to show in this article;
The command “be beptized efs the re-
miseion of ains™ is direct and pasltive,bat
men are not commanded. to be baptized

. eis the gift of_ the. Holy Spirit. - Baphsci

in the name of the Lord Jesus is o neces.
sary condition in order fo receive the re-

. . .

mission of sins; the gift of the Holy Spir-
it waa received both before and after bap.
tism; therefore baptism is not & necessary
condition in order 16 receive it. Bat Bro.
L. thinks this promisé one of the motives
preached to move men, and that I select
and exalt the one motive, “for the remia.
sion of gmina.” to the exclusion of all oth.
ers, I preach God’s luve to man; the

‘grace, of our: Lord .Jesus in hecoming

poor for our eakes; his love exemplified in
the: d@gth' on tbe ‘cross; his promise of
salvation; the certainty of death and the
judgméRt; the promise of eternal life and

| the. condempnation bf the wicked, as..mo-

tives _to" ibfluence man to love 'Jesus

and determine to obey him. - Then I

preach to him juat as Peter did to the
pentecostinnn aud to Cornelins, a specific
command for n apecific pprpose, - - "
"I do not preach to people, “ye shall re:
celve the gift of.the Holy 8pirit" as a
motive to inflgence them to obey the Lord
in baptism. - Because to do so wonld lead
them ‘{0 expect something ‘that ‘men of
‘this age do not receive either befors ar
alter baptism. At least, I have mever
seen one who claimed to have this gift
who coald prove hia claim by a manifes.
lalion of the Spirit, - ; :
‘1, What {s weant by the gifi of. the
Holy Spiril? The phrass occurs only
twico in.the New Testament, never in-the
Old Teetament. The placea are Acts 2:
48, Acta 10:46. The. Greek word dorea
hero used occars eleven iimes in the New
Teatament. “The gift of God,” John 4:
10, Acts 8:30, Acta 11:1%, evidently refors
to the aame asabove. The Holy Bpirit is
the gilt of God. Petor's language, Acts
10:45.47, explaina that fhe gift of -the
Holy Spirit' is the Holy Spirit given o
man,’ . ; 8. 0 :
2, This.gift of the Holy Bpirit ia the
fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel, quot.
od in Peter's’ disconrse. Acta-2:17, 18,
Joel 28, 29, Trae, Poter speaking” of
the baptism with the Holy Bpirit on pen.
tecost, says, “thia fs that which was. spok.
en by the prophet Joel," and also that Je-
sus, “heving received of the Father ‘the
promise of the ‘Holy Bpirit," hath shed
forth this you see and hear,” “The prom-
ise of the Father” had besn magde known
to the lpogtlu,'Jolili 14:16.17, et al, and
the exalted Jeans was-the administrator
of His. bounty (dorea) in sending the
Holy Spirit and promising “the gift" to
others, , - ' ’ e
b, Bht to.whom wes this gift promised?
The prophecy said “I-will pour ot of my
Bpirit upon all flesh.” Jesus did not tell
the apostlea that they wers the only ones
who should receive this promise of the
Father; though it is highly probable that
noae others recelved the same measyne of
the Holy Bpirit es did the apostles," Je.
sns, himeelf, had the Bpirit “without
measure,” John 3:84; evidently then, oth.
ere bad it by measure.- Op pontecost the
Holy Bpirit was given to the apostles;at thy
house of Cordeling the Bpint wasgiven

{0 ‘unbaptized persons; {n Samaris the

Bpirit was not given for somo tims sfier

.
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baptism, aud then “only through the lay.
ing ‘on" of the spostlea’ hunds, Petery
language, Acts 5:82, ia often quoteq to
prote that the Bpirit is Promised {o 4))
who obey God, * But the passage dogs not
80 teach, It atates a facf that had oceur,
red,” “God hath given the Bpirit to then
that obey Him.” For after this (Acta 10)
God “gave the Bpirit to some before {
obsyed, - From all thin it is evident 1o wy
mind‘that the gift of .the Holy Spirif is
not connected with baptism’as a cong;.
tion to be obeyed in order to itg recep.
tion. - And those who now preach and e,
phasize the:command "be baptized ¢ s o
and you shall réceiva the gilt of the Holy
Spirit," simply put & stumbling block iy
the way'of many earnest ones. Thegs be,
lieve they will receive the gift but afte -
waiting and praying for it they are con.
scious of - nof receiving, it and some arg
turned back to the world, Fortunately
for otbers, before drivén to infidelity,they -
learn to- properly divide the word of”
troth; and in 8o doing learn that all the
parties who received .thia" gilt were ably -
td' manifest or demonstrate it. Thia gify
of the Holy 8pirit, then, was given ac.
cording fo God's will. . Asa géneral rale it ~
wae given to thoso who had obeyed him,
but eo far as-we . know, only through the
laying on of hands. Acts 8:14.16. Acts
10:1.5. . : s

-4. Werv all the- parties to whom the
Bpiritwasgivenable to manifest it by somo,
act of supernatural power? To answér
thia scripturally, note the distinction be.
tween the gift (dorea) of the Holy Bpirit,
and the spiritoal gifts, (charisma). The
Holy 8pirit himselt, {s the gift (dorea),
aud the (ckarizma) gilta are the diferent
menifvetations of the Spirit. In the firt
the Holy Spirit is. given, in the second
the Holy 8pirit gives the pawer to act. Bo
T understand Paul to teach 1 Cor, 12:3.1],
where after Gnnmemginu the various man.
ifeatations or chariama, he saya: “Now
all these worketh that one and self-same
Bpirit dividing to every man severally as
be will” . R

He aleo says, “but the manifestation of
the Bpirit is given to every man to profit .
withal," or for :the profit of all. A mep-
ifeatation is something seen or made ap-
parent, just as Panl says, “by . manifests. ‘
tion of the truth commending ourselves
to every, man's conscience,"” etc. I Paal
bad to preach and act'the trath so as to
show to the people that be had the truth,
80 those possseaing the Holy Spirit mast,
by the exerciss of the gilt (charisma) b
stowed upon each, show that the Bpirit
was in them. ' This {s also ecen in Paul's
language, 1 Cor, 2:4, where 'he says bis
preaching “was . “jn  demonstration of
the Bpirit aud of power.” This could
mean nothing else than that - Paul by as
exbibition of supernatural power convine-
ed these people of his divine misalon.

Tako what is above said and compare it
with the record  as to those who wre ssld 1
to have recefved’ the Holy Bpirit, and we *
are foroed to'the coneclusion that every

hey

" ons, who, (o spdstolio times, recelved the
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i Holy Bpirit was able to manifest or dem.
© omstrate the possession of it by the exer.
ciso of some supernatural gift,
after the confirmation of the word of
God, supernatural gifta. ceased, Hence
the conclueion ia that since the apostolic
no one has received the gift of the
Holy Spirit herein spoken of,
. . To return- now to Acts 2:38 and .Bro.
s objection:. He makea the .hngduua,
* verse 8, “for the promise ia to you and
toyour children and ta all thatare afar off,
even as many as the Lord our God shall
.callapply o “the, promise” of the gift
“of the Holy Spirit. This aleo I think an
error. Salvation is the prominent thought
in Peter's sermon, and:the promise was
the one made to Abraham, “in thy sed
nhnh\{l'l'/tha families of the . earth- be
bleased.™ Peter announced in the begin.
"ning of his sermon, “whosoever shall call
upon tho name of the Lord ahall be saved,”
-and closed the discourse with an exhorta.
tion 1o “save yourselves." What motives
other than salvation did Peter preach to
them? - What other end, purpose or de-
sign,did be present in connection with
“baptiem? The gift of the Spirit? . No,
for that gift as we have seen, did not have
any connection with baptiem, It isnota
design of bapliem, neither was baptism a
condition of reesiving it. Hence the us.
wl arguments based upon “nnderetand-
ing this promise also" in order to- accept-
able obedience fall to the ground, 5
}n conclusion, [ wish to forestall some
critics .by atativg as plainly as possible
that [ fully believe that “if any man have
npl the Spirit of Obrlat he is none of
his;" and again, that God dwells in the
church by His 8pirit. Eph, 2:19, 20. At
snother time I mdy write more an Ahis
wbject but for the present give this
thought for study: “As you h'nv%'recci'véd
Christ Jeaua 80 walk you'in him)® *That
Cbrist may dwell in your hearts by faith,”
How do men rocsive Ohrist? How dovs
he dw_ull in the heart? Bettle thess two
questions and you.will salve two others.
Howdo moen receive ‘the Bpirit? How
doss bo dwell in the heart? . ©
) J. W, Jaokson,

Dear Bro, Jackson:

It may be of interest to the brethren to
kno.v somothing about the cburch of
Chriat at thig place. o g ™

.We began work here in Jan, with this
:’°bl° band of disciples.* The' church is
: kood working condition, and in peace

nd hnrmgny. Wo bave no church house

Ut worahip in & large teat at the cor.
oobﬂhou and Bow 8t, North Tyler.
i mmenced a meeting first Lord's day in

%7, %o are still continuing with good
and sttentive andiences every night, two
:::!umnl by confession and baptism up
o l‘l'ie' and more are confidently ex

ollow.  The cause goes [“Jﬂll for-
¥a1d, aod wo are greatly ancon“rriaati

Avy chrech wan m in
eItf2 meetings can wlo m:. t ?outb
Boott 8¢, 'l‘y’f:r. Texas. - ooy ;

; Y
Tyler, Texaa, h‘l‘imn.“ﬁm

EOLEOCTICISAL

If we could eu'nt;ody in one con

lclon the economy nnd charity o'irelgl:e
‘athcllca; the zeal and business sagacity
of the Methodiste; the educated minisiry
and respact for law and conscience maian-
llained by the Presbyterians; the brotherly
love mnmlentpd by the Congregationaly
ista; the tenacity of*the Baptiats; the dig-
nity’of the Episcopalians; a;financial 8ys.
tow as successful as {hat of the Mormons:
the house to house visiting of the ‘Ad.
ven'ista: the missionary zeal of the Mora.
vians; and the doctrines of the Ohristian
Ohurcl, we should have's model churdly
—a church which would in a goodly de.
%:;‘b:rcge fu' 6%9503110‘1}0;; of  the- ideal
o rigt.— i
Christian Standard, * " = Brandl, i
* Thie mighf be justly styled the eclectio
method of reproducing the true Ohurch.
g .Why,_did not the brother mention the
moral systems of Buddha and Confaciua?
Must we traverse the wilderness of Ro.
manism and sectaristism in order to find
the whole truth of Obristinnity? Might
‘Wo not with equal propristy say that,if we
vould condenes all the lesser lights of the
solar system iuto one great light, we
would have a light equal to that of the

sun? Impossible, my brother, to find the'

whols truth of Christianity in this way,
According to this Bystem,eclecticiem in
religion, if we-want to take a"lesson-in
economy and charily,we must study Qath.
olicism. . ’ . :
‘To learn zeal and business saganity, we
must study the Methodiet system, =~
- Thetrue standard of mipisterial educa.
tlon, and 4 proper respect for law and
conscience are learned from the Presby.

teriana. ) . )

Wu must watch the Congregationalists
to learn brotherly love,Tenacity is learned
from tne Baptists, Mormonism is the
system which insures financial success,
But I am tired: A shorter, and by far, a
safer routs to the whole truth is accessi.
blo, - All the,good things in Baptistism,
Metlhodism, Presbyterianism, and all oth.
er isms arv found id, and legitimately be.
Jong to, the Bible. -~ , .

Theeo systems coutain nothiug good
that is not found in the Bible. All' can.
did men .admit that the whole truth can
not ba found in any one of them, snd I
foel perfuctly safo in saying that, were
thess systoma thoroughly ransacked, and
every particls “of trath found thersin
brought together, ‘there wonld still "be
many other truths in Ged's storshouse of

truth of which the advocates of these ays.

tems are perfectly ignorant.

Listen,while an inspired apostle speaks,
“All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and s profitable for doctrine, for re.
proof,* for correction, . for instruction in
righteonsness; that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works”" ¥ Tim. 8:16, 17. '

Not docirines do we need, but {he doo-
{rine.. Panl eays: “Take heed unto thy-
aell, and unto the doctrine; continue in
them: for in so dolng thon shalt. both
save thysell and them thet bear thee” 1

| Tim, 4:16. Again be says: “For the

time will come when-they will not endure”
sound doctrine; but after. their own lusts
shall they heap to themsolves teachers, '
having itching ears; and they shall turn
away their eara from the truth, and sha]l
be turned unto fables,” 2 Tim 4:8,4. A
man living in the present century counld
not draw a truer pioture_of the religious
condition” of the. people; than did Pail

They will nof endure sound doolrine.. But

Jersalom, and ‘there, at the feet of ‘in. "
npi[ed aposatles, sit ‘and |earn,
get doctrine—i{he doctrine. *But,” saye
one,"We may get the doctrine in this way,
but there are many other thinge of great
valud: hence we must use skill in gather-
Ing from every available source, all the
pest and most effective ideas and plans.” -
This is" a circnitous route, and leads
through bogs, mires, brush and smoke,:
and contains an atmosphera . filled  with |
the deadly poison of those whose months.
“gpeak great; syelling worde against the
Most High, and who think' to change
times and lawa,” Let' us avoid all such
fruitless efforts. Did not the Ohurch ' of
Olriat in-apostolio times poasces all the
elembnts of growth and prosperity? Oer-
tainly it did.- Let uesee. LOVB, ZBAL,
DILIGENCE, and reepect .for law and con-
soience, are. all found in the one body.
Not only these, but everything pertaining . !
to lifs and godliness is founnd therein. ;'
Preack .the Word.' 0. E. Horr.

" 'WHaT ABOUT IT? .

Bro,J.-W. Deaton warns the- brethren
'againat one Locke a blind preagher who
claimas to be a Obristian, says: "*'He is a
mixtare of Universalism, Adventism and
Obristadelphianism.” Snppose the broth.
er means<that' this man Locka preaches
some of each of the above doctrines, Uni.
versalism snya all men will bo saved fin.
ally. Ruoesellism in the “Millennial
Dawn" says about the same. It teaches
a second chance after death, thereforgq it -
is Universalism in a modified form, Ad-
vontista teach the dootrine of soul-sleep-
ingism, that when man dies he ia'like the

died all oyar" Ohristadelphians tesch
that Jeans Ohrist is not' king, They
deny that be ia-now reigning as king and
vonsequently hes no kingdom. There fo,

their doctrines and there is some agree.

much error like the whole sectarian
world. .- Bro, Jackson you tell Bro, Den.
toa that I know of & man who is.a Ohris- .-
tian preacher and 2 man of ability,: too,
aund he is not blind either and he boldly
preaches all of the above doctrines. Will .

with preachers who go around and palm
off such’ doctrines and opinions on-the

brethren would quit their foolishness and
Mmm o PR

wore” than 1800 yeara ugo.. That's it - :

a shorter route ta the whole truth is easily - "
found, - Tet us take a atraight course to. . .

Here we . *

little boy's dog “Rover; when he died he

some difference between thesé sects‘and’ '~

ment. - They . all teach some truth and .. :

some body tell us what ought to be done _ '

tlons of Ohrist? I do wish



