L.esson 8
2 Corinthians 4:7-18

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” (Verse 17)

“I read in a periodical the other day that the
fundamental thing is how we think of God. By
God Himself, it is not! How God thinks of us
is not only more important, but infinitely more
important. Indeed, how we think of Him is of
no importance except in so far as it is related
to how He thinks of us. It is written that we
shall “stand before” Him, shall appear, shall be
inspected. The promise of glory is the prom-
ise, almost incredible and only possible by the
work of Christ, that some of us, that any of us
who really chooses, shall actually survive that
examination, shall find approval, shall please
God. To please God ... to be a real ingredient
in the divine happiness ... to be loved by God,
not merely pitied, but delighted in as an artist
delights in his work or a father in a son — it
seems impossible, a weight or burden of glory
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Perhaps it seems rather crude to describe glory

as the fact of being “noticed” by God. But this

is almost the language of the New Testament.
St. Paul promises to those who love God not, as we should expect, that they will know Him, but
that they will be known by Him (I Cor. 8:3). It is a strange promise. Does not God know all things
at all times? But it is dreadfully reechoed in another passage of the New Testament. There we are
warned that it may happen to any one of us to appear at last before the face of God and hear only
the appalling words: “I never knew you. Depart from Me.” In some sense, as dark to the intellect
as it is unendurable to the feelings, we can be both banished from the presence of Him who is
present everywhere and erased from the knowledge of Him who knows all. We can be left utterly
and absolutely outside — repelled, exiled, estranged, finally and unspeakably ignored. On the other
hand, we can be called in, welcomed, received, acknowledged. We walk every day on the razor
edge between these two incredible possibilities.”

For class notes and handouts for these and many other lessons, go to www. ThyWordIsTruth.com.
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