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Lesson Four: II Corinthians 2:7-17 
II Corinthians 2:14  Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ. 

 
All the tribes de-

creed a triumph for Ae-
milius; which was per-
formed after this manner.  

The people erected 
scaffolds in the Forum, in 
the circuses, as they call 
their buildings for horse-
races, and in all other 
parts of the city where 
they could best behold 
the show.  The specta-

tors were clad in white garments; all the temples were 
open, and full of garlands and perfumes; the ways were 
cleared and kept open by numerous officers, who 
drove back all who crowded into or ran across the main 
avenue.  This triumph lasted three days.  On the first, 
which was scarcely long enough for the sight, were to 
be seen the statues, pictures, and colossal images, 
which were taken from the enemy, drawn upon two 
hundred and fifty chariots.  On the second, was car-
ried in a great many wagons the finest and richest ar-
mor of the Macedonians, both of brass and steel, all 
newly polished and glittering … After these wagons 
loaded with armor, there followed three thousand men 
who carried the silver that was coined, in seven hundred 
and fifty vessels, each of which weighed three talents, 
and was carried by four men.  … 

On the third day, early in the morning, first came 
the trumpeters, who did not sound as they were wont in 
a procession or solemn entry, but such a charge as the 
Romans use when they encourage the soldiers to fight. 
Next followed young men wearing frocks with orna-
mented borders, who led to the sacrifice a hundred and 
twenty stalled oxen, with their horns gilded, and their 
heads adorned with ribbons and garlands; and with 
these were boys that carried basins for libation, of sil-
ver and gold.  …  Next to these came Perseus' chariot, 
in which his armor was placed, and on that his diadem. 

And, after a little intermission, the king's children were 
led captives, and with them a train of their attendants, 
masters, and teachers, all shedding tears, and stretch-
ing out hands to the spectators, and making the chil-
dren themselves also beg and entreat their compassion.  
There were two sons and a daughter, whose tender 
age made them but little sensible of the greatness of 
their misery, which very insensibility of their condition 
rendered it the more deplorable; insomuch that 
Perseus himself was scarcely regarded as he went 
along, whilst pity fixed the eyes of the Romans upon 
the infants… 

After his children and their attendants came 
Perseus himself, clad all in black, and wearing the boots 
of his country; and looking like one altogether stunned 
and deprived of reason, through the greatness of his 
misfortunes.  Next followed a great company of his 
friends and familiars, whose countenances were disfig-
ured with grief, and who let the spectators see, by their 
tears and their continual looking upon Perseus, that it 
was his fortune they so much lamented, and that they 
were regardless of their own.  Perseus sent to Aemilius 
to entreat that he might not be led in pomp, but be left 
out of the triumph; who, deriding, as was but just, his 
cowardice and fondness of life, sent him this answer, 
that as for that, it had been before, and was now, in his 
own power; giving him to understand that the disgrace 
could be avoided by death… After these were carried 
four hundred crowns, all made of gold, sent from the 
cities by their respective deputations to Aemilius, in 
honor of his victory.   

Then he himself came, seated on a chariot mag-
nificently adorned (a man well worthy to be looked at, 
even without these ensigns of power), dressed in a 
robe of purple, interwoven with gold, and holding a lau-
rel branch in his right hand.  All the army, in like manner, 
with boughs of laurel in their hands, divided into their 
bands and companies, followed the chariot of their 
commander…  


