
LESSON FIVE 
ON 

PERSONAL WORK 

S'VIKG SOULS DURING A GOSPEL MEETING 

INTRODUCTION 
Times have changed. Conditions have been altered and because of this we 

need to pause and try to evaluate that good that can be accomplished in a gospel meet-
ing today. Some factors certainly are involved in the decline, if there has been a 
decline, of this type effort today. Let us consider the good side of such an effort 
along with some things things that are are to dectract, 

SOME THINGS THAT HINDER 
1. Modern transportation makes a sixty mile trip juat a pleasant one hour trip. 

1. This was unheard of in past years. 

2, Television is said to draw from eight to twelve hours, of the adul's life each 
week. 
1. Most television shows fall on the immoral side of life: violence of every sort 

ard kind continually flashed before the children. This includes murder, shady 
sex life, drinking ETC. No wonder we have produced a nation of crime to the 
point that it is not safe for any public official on our streets as well as 
others. Many other hinderances could be named. 

MORE FAVORABLE FACTORS 
In spite of all the hinderances that we can think of there are 

still many favorable reasons why we should have present day gospel meetings. Some 
are: 
1. Some may be encouraged to obey the gospel during a gospel meeting because it af-

*-r¿& a special period of sober thinking. One reason for ths success of the 
early disciples was: 
1. Their task was so important as to merit their daily attention. Note some refer-

ences to this daily attention: 
1. "And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple...'.' Acts 2sl|6 
2. "And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved."Acts 2:U7 
3. "And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and 

preach Jesus Christ." Acts g:ij2 
k. "And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there 

arose a murmuring against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected 
in the daily ministration," Acts 6si 

2. Lesson to learn: 
1, We will never take the world for Christ with spasmodic, don't care, so 

what, attention. 
2. Another factor in favor of the gospel meetings 

1. Romans lsl6 still readsf "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek." 

SOME SUGGESTIONS THAT WILL HELP 

1. PERSONAL INVITATIONS 
1. These invitations may be: 

1. Printed matter prepared by the church and handed out by the individual. 
2. Personalized, hand written notes in the form of an invitation. 

1. A personal letter, signed, sealed, and mailed with a 6 cent stamp to a 
husband, daughter, son, or any friend might get the desired results. 

3. It might simply be a telephone call, or a personal visit, 
2. THE QUESTION IS OFTEN ASKED. "What can I do?" 

1. Speak a good word for the meeting and the preacher. 
2. Speak a good word about the brethren, the church in general, 
3. You can pray for the meeting and the work in general. 




