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"God and Gold." Deut. 8:13-13;17.
b5
1-Gold in Jalifoprnia: .

1-The war with Mexico had just closed in 1848
when gold ‘was discovered at Sutter's M,11 in
the Sacramento Valley ef16alifprhiasush to
Dot rmisswas oh.

2=-Presidant Polk, in hie annusl message to ..
Congrese of D,cember 1848, confirmed the news
that had long since travelled far and wide~-
there was god~--much gold=--in Calif-ornia.

2=-Immediately:
l=Thousands of men,and:women, with their children,
from every part of the Xéf/United States left
for Cglifornia at the earliest posglible momant.

2=William H. Seward wrote:

"The world seems divided
into two classges, those golng to 7alifsrnia in
search of gold, and those golng to Wgshington
in ouest of offlce.

3-301d seekers: “
l=Who could not afford to d» otherwise under-
took the long jJourney overland.

2=-0thers took ship around @Gape Horn.

~ 3=5t111 »thers wamt expensively and with great
danger to their health by wav of the Isthumus
of Panama. .
l-Agitation at once set in for the building of
a2 Panama %anal, and to promote this venture
the United S,ates and Great Britain accepted
joint responsibility. (Clayton*Bulwer Treaty
of 1850)
4-Neantime, not the United States alone, but the
whote world caught the gold-fever.
1=-A huge polyglot population descended upon -~
California.
5-San Francisco beczame:
1-A city of tents and shacks, grew prodiginusly,
burned down and grew again.
2-Men went armed as matter of course, fatal
shootings were common and rarely investigated.
GOLD. ..GOLD...GOLD. ..ABOVE ALL GIVE US GOLD.



"God And Gold." Deut. 8 il L
Deut.8:18; = 1?,,14’17 %
Beware when thy herds and thy flocks
multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is
multiplied, and all that thou hast is multi-
Spddads 8 "
" Then thine heart be 1ifted up, and thou
forget the Lord thy God, which brought thee AAZ

forth out »f the 1and of Egypt, from th
r . of bondage; 19’ ' gYPL, e house |

3 4nd thou say in thine heaf&, My
power end the might of mine hand hath gotten
me this wealth.

' 1-Regarding the rich Jesus said,

% Matts 19:24; : )

! It ies easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needls,  than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of Gode.

2-It may seem that Jesus was particularly hard
on thosewwho are rich----- Or that those who
had much possessions were not altogether
: treated fairly in the consideration of re-
".. | ligious matters.

3=Byt 1f we look more closely at all that is
involved:
l=We_may come to find that it is not so much
the possession of riches, but the way in
which they are really used that matters.

4-One who makes gonld his god, is the one to be
censured. =
l1-In course of study it may be observed that
one need not actually poeeess the gold im
order to be gullim. :
1-The gullty are those whn continually

i " seek afeepr; who mnalie the pogression of
! gold their. primery aim in 14fe.
P™: | c-Troee vke went rickes stove all other things:

i
" . 1-Find that peace and happinees is alwa
beyond - their reach.
2-They ere continually pursurlng the goddess
of gold, but ghe, like the Will=O-the-wisp
ig ever Just beyond their reéach
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"God And -Gold." :-Deut. 8:13-14; 1 ki

6~-Some Bible examples will illustrate the lesso>n
in mind so at this time I iIntroduce the first
-~ of three Bible scenes from the 1life of the rich:
1-A rich young men: Matt.19:16-22; Wk.10:17=22;
1-One of whom men- would say that he had a
very bright future.
2-This young man:
1-Seemed to be very religious.
2-He was desirious of dolng good; for he came
to Jesus asking what gbod thing he might
do in order to have eternal l1life.
3=Jesug told him: o
1-To keep the Commandments-He had kept them.
2=To se®l hic poseeselonse and give to tha
poorand take up hils cross and follow him.
4-The young man: 3
1-Wgs not willing to turn from hie riches so
he turned away from Christ. Evidently he
loved hie riches more than eternal 1ife.
2-50 we hear no more of him and as Taf ag -~
we know he never came back.
Gold WAS HIS gOD. v

2=Scene two-a rich fool. Luke 12:13-21%
1=-H4s efforts had resulted in great returns,
in so muech that he had a problem to &nsv what
to do with them.
2-This man nade at least three nistekes:
1-He forgnt to take Gnd inte consideration:
A-Tt d1d not seen to enter his mind thst
- he could use a portion of his good in
the service:of God, and for the benifit
of others.
B-He forgot to thank God for the belegsings
that He had received.

2-He forgot that riches do not catisf;. -~
A-Fow nfien dn we .eaﬁ in the pabers
those who are rich running to and f"o
in search of happiness and not Tinding 1%,

-~ 3=He forgot that he did not have a lease
on-life.
A-He had conducted himself ag though he
was sure of living for a long while,
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3-The third example: Iyke 16:19-31.
1-A rieh man in torment. Luke records this
gtory of the rich man, n-w finished with
life and in torment.

| 2=Whet trie rieck man l&a;lé
. 1-He learned that he was
' J and place of repentance.
ot

o

»

.

a7 o 3 W
beyond the time

2~He learned thet hig rizhes could not sawge
him.

3-Like the others, this man had n>t lived in
& way to insure his future happinees:
1-T>0 lete he turpned missi-nary, and wanted
to preach to his brothers who were still

living.
~Too late he appealed to God for help.

3=Too late he learned that ro kelp =an
come sfter desth.

T=Friend whn 1is your God?
l1=Are you seeking gold~--~pursuing richesg--
seeking happiness, But never able to find 1%.

2-Leern the example of these men who 1lived for
gold and not for

i Z=Beek God and his righteousness first; then

o shall all things nsedful to your material
' : Wwellsbeing-here in thig world be provided
for you.






