LESSON 1
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

I. The title of this series of lessons is Orhought Provoking Questions.O

A. Tha titlereally captures only hdf of wha we hopethis series of classes will
encompass. |n addition to @Qhoughtprovoking questiongdP of which there are many Pwe
hopeto providethoughtul (and possibly provoking!) answers based on wha theBible
has to say aboutthe questions

B. It seemstha many classes these daysindudealot of questionsbutin theend have
very few answers. Perhgpsyou®e noticed thet when ateacher says Orha@agood
guestion Oit is very often because he doesn® have agoodanswer.

C. And sometimes there may notbe a goodanswer because the question was notagood
question.

1. C.S. Lewis GCan amortal ask questionswhich God findsunanswerable?
Quite easily, | should think. All non®nse questionsare unanswverable. How many
hours aretherein amile? Is yellow squae or rourd? Probably hdf thequestions
we ask Bhdf our great theological and metaphyscal problems Pare like tha.O

D. Thisisnotto say tha we have al theanswers to the goodquestionsbecause of course
we don@®

1. O\nyopewho knows all the answvers mog likely misundestoodthe
gquestionsO

2. Butwedohave alot of experience in answering tough questionsand we do
promise to make every effort to search the scriptures to provide answvers tha are
in accord with theword of God.

I1. On the handout you will see alist of 11 categories of questions.

A. Wewill congder questionsfromthese 11 categories over thenext 11 weeks
following today@ introdudory class.

B. Thefind lessonwill bean Open Forumin which we will address any questionswe
receive tha fall outsidethese 11 categories.

C. Later today | will briefly describe each of these categories, discuss the questionswe
plan to answer, and ask you to give usany other questionstha you would like usto
congder. So please start thinking of additiond questions
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I11. How were these 11 categories and the initial questions in each sel ected?

A. To answer tha question| need to give you a bit of persond history starting about13
years ago.

B. Inthesummer of 1994,1 was working as a Summer Faculty Fellow down theroad at
NASA. It wasduringtha summer that | first accessed theWorld WideWeb, usnga
browser called Mosaic. By thenext summer, | was back at NASA and | had my own web

page

C. TheWorld WideWeb is so ubiquitoustoday it is difficult to conceive of atime when
it did notexist, and yet for mog of us13or 14 yearsisnottha longago. Andyet when
Rondd Reagan and George Bush Sr. ran for president they did so withoutweb pages or
blogs When theBerlin Wall came down we watched it on TV, notonthelnternet. And
in those days, when people looked for answersto religiousquestions they did nat have
Google.

D. Inthosdaysif | had been teaching this class (and, in fact, we did teach a questions
and answers class at another congregation here in town in the early 808) the notes for
tha class would have been given to the people in the class and likely they would have
goneno further. Tomorrow the nates from this class will be available to anyoneon
plang Earth who ownsa computer.

E. Thelnterne isthemog cog effective means of reaching those who are seeking
answersto questionsaboutGod. It isan inaedibly powerful tool for persond
evangdism, and yet it might be more accurately described asimpersond evangdism.
People search, and people find, but unless they send you an email you may never have
any persond contact.

F. Continuingthehistory, in 19991 purchased the domain name, ThyWordIsTruth.com,
andin 20001 began poding materials ontha site from classes tha we were teaching here
at Katy. Today we have 100080f pages of class notes and 1008 of hours of audio
lessonsfrom classes and sermonstha have been presented here. We aso have aweb log
(or logd at www.Logoslog.com.

IV. In addition, we now have an additional feature on that web page D a forum
for questions and answers.

A. Asof today we (or more accurately, my questionseditor and co-teacher!) have
ansvered 106 questionssubmitted by readers of our webste, andthere are others that
have been submitted butfor which answers have not yet been poged.

B. For mog of us thequestionswe hear aboutthe Bible come from within our own
Bible classes and tend to befairly predictable. If you want to sample theunpredictable
variety dowha | did Bpublish your email address and ask theworld to send you
guestions Youreyeswill beopened quickly to the desire people have to know more
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abouttheBible, to thewide variety of opinionspeople have abouttheBible, to the
vehemence with which they will defend those opinions to themany basic
misundestandingstha people in theworld have about God and abouthis word, andto
theincredible confuson aboutGod and God®@word that Satan has sown throughoutthis
world.

C. Buttheonethingtha comesthroughwith each questionistha people are seeking.

In fact, they are literally seeking as they goto search engines and typein thar questions
We should pray each day tha when people enter their questions they will find web pages
with truthful answers.

D. Certainly there are some cranks There are people who have awillful ignorance for
God®word bthey do notwant to knowthetruth. They ignore the Bible verses you send
them and they send noneback in respong, butingead ssimply repeet ther unsuppoted
arguments Busudly in al capital letters. Eventudly you are reminded of Matthew 7:7
and Matthew 7:6.

1. If someoneasked meto findthelnterne intheBible, | would take them at
once to Matthew 7:7 BDSeek and ye shdl find!

2. Butafter someonesendsme the 5™ email berating me for prodaiming the
necessity of bgptism but withoutdiscussing at all wha the Bible says onthe
subject, | think of the preceding verse in Matthew 7:6 B Cast notyour pearls
before swine

3. | will discuss the subject of bgptism from now to the end of time with
someonewho is genuindy interested in knowing thetruth ontha subject and who
issincerely studying the Bible to know what it says on tha subject, but my
patience wears thin quickly with those who smply want to defend a postion
withoutregard to whether it is suppoted by the Bible.

4. | donotwant to lose theoppatunity to talk with someonewho would give
anything to know thetruth because | am spending time with someonewho refuses
to know thetruth.

5. Paul described such peoplein 2 Thessalonians 2:10 as having Geceived not
thelove of thetruth, that they mightbe saved.O

E. Butgeting back to my point Bthe 11 categories on your handoutcame primarily
from the questionswe have received onthe Internd.

1. Some of these questionsmay beyour questionsas well. If you have othe's,
you will have an oppotunity in jus a moment to ask them. Also, you can give
eithe usyour questionsat anytime and by any methodthroughoutthe quater b
all we ask istha you give usenoughlead time to propely research theissue
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Noneof uswants afree for al in which many questionsare asked but few
answers are given.

2. Evenif these are not your questions you mog likely know someonewith
these questionsb perhgpsyour neéghboror your co-worker. Our hopeistha
these lessons will give youthe material you need to answver those questionsin a
way tha will invite additiond questions

3. | havetaughtthebookof Revelation on several occasions(athoughnever
here) and each time | make the point tha oneof the best tools for persond
evangdism isto putacommentary on Revelation out on your desk. Y ou don®
even have to open it, but people will see it and ask you questions  If they begin to
trug your answvers ontha subject, very soonthey will trug your answvers onthe
mog important subject Bwha they mug doto besaved.

4. Philip@ convesation with the Eunud in Acts 8 provides a valuable example
DPhilipinitiated the conveasation by asking thefirst question, Philip knew the
answers to the Eunud@ question, and Philip took the oppotunity to teach him
much more, and a soul was saved. How would tha story have ende if Philip had
respondel to the Eunud by saying QVell that certainly is agoodquestion!OThe
Eunud knew it was a goodquestion Bhe wanted a goodanswer!

5. Thematerials and handous for these lessonswill be poded to theInternet
each week alongwith an audio copy of each lesson. We hopetha these materials
will continueto beauseful reference for youlongafter this classis over.

F. Noticein my previousanswer | said tha these questionscame (orimarilyOfrom the
Internet.

1. CQPrimarilyOis agoodlawyer word. It introduces jus theright amountof
fuzziness while still leaving lots of wiggle room!

2. Inthiscase, it omitsafew questionsthat | added jug because | thoughtthey
were eithe very interested or very timely or both.

3. Let mesay afew wordsabouttheinteresting questions Even thoughl have
seen it many times both in the church and out of the church, | am aways amazed
when | meet someonewho findstheBible boring.

4. We havein our handstheeternd word of theeternal God, the creator and
sudaine of the Universe, the AlImighty Jehoveh God, the Great | Am Band some
peoplefindit boring. Incrediblel

5. (rhecurefor baredomis curiosty. Thereis no cure for curiosity.O

6. Now we teachers may be partly to blame. Y ou have heard about people who
talk in ther deep. A bad teacher talks in other people® seep!
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7. If weteachasact like we are bored or if we makeit boring throughourlack
of preparation and lack of undestanding, then it isno surprise if therest of the
classisbored. Butwe, notthe Bible, are the source of tha boredom Itisnotthe
Bible@ fault if we spend our time scratchingin thedirt on the surface obliviousto
the unfathomable riches we would find if we only picked up our shovd and dug!

8. Isn®tha wha David said in Psaim 119:162?Q rejoice at your word as one
who findsgreat treasure.O

9. Psam 11918 Open my eyes, tha | may see wondousthingsfromyourlaw.
10.John17:17 Sanctify them throughthy truth: thy word is truth.

11. The best teachers are always the teachers who love their subject Dand tha®
true no matter wha the subject is. One of my favorite classesin law school was
Federal Income Tax, andit was only because the professor lived for andloved the
tax codd

G. Beforewelook at the categories onthe handout | would like to spend a moment
consdeing some pitfals we need to avoid.

1. Wemud notbeafraid to ask questions

a) Sometopics are controvesia and some are emotiond, buteven so we
should not shrink from asking the hard questions

b) Thomes Pai neDQt iserror only, and nottruth, tha shrinksfrom
inquiry.O

2. We need to respondto Bible questionswith Bible answers.

a) Therespongs (because | like itOor (hecause | Qe always thoughtit to
betrueDare nat prope responss.

b) On religionand politics, people® bdiefs and convictionsare in almogt
every case gotten at second-hand, and withoutexamindion, from
authorities who have not themselves examined the questionsat issue but
have taken them at second-hand from other nonexaminers, whose
opinionsaboutthem were notworth a brass farthing.O0  Mark Twain

¢) We have oneand only oneauthoritative source onreligiousissues, and
we ignore tha source at our eternd peil.

d) | receive emails every week from people who disagree with something
on our webgte, and very often the complaints are long and scripture-free!
They go onand on aboutwhy wede wrong but they cite not onescripture
in defense of thar postion. We mud never belike tha.
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3. If we disagree with someonewho cites a Bible verse in suppot of his
postion, we need to be prepared to explain how that verse was misapplied.

a) Evenif we have averse of our own, we mug remember tha the
argument is notove untl we consdered theverses broughtup by the
other side

b) TheBibleisacongstent whole, andif ourview onsomethingis
contradicted by even asingle verse, then our view iswrong. We can®just
say, QVell, IQre gotmy verses and you have yours.O We al have the same
verses Dand they al agree.

4. We mug becareful to let the Bible deermine our actions and not let our
actionsdeerminewha the Bible means

a) For example, it is sometimes tempting to definesin as tha which we
donotdo. For example, oneof thequestionswe will consder iswhether
playing the stock market is ganbling. Onerespong mightbeto say,
QVell, | play the stock market or so and so plays the stock market, and so
it can®beasin!O That reasoning of course is flawed, even thoughwe may
find tha thecondudonis correct.

5. We mug becareful to defineour terms.

a) Itiseasy to say tha gamblingiswrongbit is much more difficult to
definegambling.

b) Itiseasy to say tha baptism is awork and therefore can®be essential
to salvation (as many argue Dit is much more difficult to definework.

¢) Theworst stuaionisonein which aterm is bangdiscussed and
everyoneis usng thar own definition for theterm because its definition
was never discussed. We will get into trouble quickly if we don®define
our terms,

6. We should not hesitate to conault extra-Biblica materials, while of course
compaing whaever we find with the Word of God.

a) Itisfodishto studyaBiblical topic whileignaing wha others have
said throughout100080f years of history. Thereisno need for usto
reinvent thewhedl. We should consde wha othe's have to say and then
reject whatever is at oddswith the Scriptures.

7. We should remember several important thingsaboutthe Word of God from
Paul@ second |l etter to Timothy.
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a) 2 Timothy 2:15 Studyto shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
tha needeth notto be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

b) 2 Timothy 2:24-26 Andtheservant of theLord mug not strive; butbe
gentle unto al men, apt to teach, pdient, 25In meeknessindructingthose
tha oppo themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to
theacknowledging of thetruth; 26 And that they may recover themselves
out of the snare of thedevil, who are taken captive by him at hiswill.

c) 2Timothy 3:16-17 All scriptureis given by ingiration of God, andis
profitable for dodrine for reprodf, for correction, for ingructionin
righteousiess. 17 Tha theman of God may be pefect, throughly
furnished unto all goodworks.

8. Andfindly we should obey Peter@ command:

a) 1Peter 3:1516 But sanctify theLord Godin your hearts: and be
ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh youa
reason of the hopethat isin you with meekness and fear: 16 Havinga
goodcongience; tha, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoe's,
they may beashamed tha falsely accuse your goad conversation in Christ.

b) Theonly way we can obey that commandto beready awaysto give
an answerQisto study and prepare for theday when tha question is asked.

c) Andto preparefor answvering a question aboutthe Bible we mug
spend time studying the Bible. Y ou often hear tha you should not treat
religion as a hobby, butwha tha meansistha our religion should be
much more than a hobby,notless than ahobby! If we areinterested in
our hobbyand spend time and money engaged in and learning aboutour
hobby,then we should spend more time, more energy, and more money
learning about spiritud matters. | think turning ouwr religioninto our
hobbywould beagreat start for some of ud

H. Andnowthecategories.
1. Lesson2: QuestionsAboutMarriage Divorce, & Remarriage (JH)

a) Of al thecategories, this onereceives the mog questionson our
websgte by avery widemargin. People arereally struggling with these
issues, andit isvita tha we knowwhat theword of God hasto say onthis
topic Pand it isequdly vital that we prodaim tha messageeven if it turns
outto beunpopuér.
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b) Thevery worst thingwe can do to someoneis cornvince them they are
rightwith God when they are not Thesecondworst thingwe can dois
say nothing.

¢) May a Christian continuelivingin adultery after coming to Christ?
Does God peamit divorce in the absence of adultery? May a Christian
marry aperson divorced for areason othe than adultery? May a Christian
remarry if theformer spous lusted for another in his or her heart?

2. Lesson 3: QuestionsAboutBaptism (EH)

a) Thisisthecategory tha receives the secondlargest number of
qguestions | run Google adsfor our site with ateaser regarding the
necessity of bgptism Band tha message | have found redlly infuriates
some of thevisitorsto thesite. They are convinced tha | am wrong,but
asit usudly tumsout, they aren®really sure why.

b) Two recent emails disagreed with my statements tha baptismis
essential to salvation Bonearguel that it isawork and we are not saved
by works, theother argued it was an act of obedience tha occurred after
our savation. Theworld isvery confused on the subject of bgptism.

¢) Wha isthebgotism of the Holy Spirit? Wha about thethief on the
cross? Wasn®he saved without baptism? Wha about Comdiusand his
houshold?How is bgotism related to circumcision unde the Old
Covenant? What aboutinfant baptism? Is baptism a QvorkCP

d) Whenever | studyinfant bgptism | am reminded of how the well-
known atheist H.L. Mencken once respondel when he was asked whether
hebdieved in infant baptisn. He said, Believeinit? 1@e seen it doneO

3. Lesson4: QuestionsAboutthe Role of Women in the Church (JH)

a) Thistopicisvery controversia in some circles, butmuch less so today
than it once was. Notless so in thechurch (whereit is becoming more
controversia), but less so in thedenomnaiond world where theissue has
been replaced by therole of homosexudsin thechurch. | guesstha oneis
next for usaswell if history is any guide

b) Wha about women preachas? Can a woman exercise authornty over a
man in the secular world?If the Greek words of QvifeOand QvomanQare
the same andthe meaning is determined by context, then does this impact
thepemissible role of women in the church?Which is referred toin 1
Cor. 14:34?Acts 2 says Qrour daughiers shall prophesy.O Does this
authonze women to preach?
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4. Lesson5: QuestionsAboutEnd Times (EH)

a When| spokeearlier aboutadding some interesting questionsall on
my own, thiswastheareal wastalkingabout We get alot of questions
ontheendtimes, butl have added afew of my own.

b) Revelation 13 and 17 talk about7 kingsfollowed by an 8". Daniel 7
talks about 10 homstha arefollowed by alittle horn. Thehomsin Daniel
are kings and all of these kingsreignover akingdomthat isin power
when Christ came into theworld, which of course isthe Roman empire.
Why, though,does Daniel speak of 10 kingsand Johnspesk of 7 kings?
Who are the 3 missing kings? Three emperors reigned between Nero and
Vespasian, and they were Galba, Otho, and Vitellius Togeher they
reigned alittle over ayear (AD 69) and were soonkilled and replaced. It
was a very tumultuoustime in Rome Band onetha Daniel wrote about
600years before thefact! TheBible boaring?? Hardly!

c¢) Wha arethe 70weeks in Daniel 9? Wha arethe 10 homsin Daniel 7?
Wha is therédation between Daniel and Revelation?Who is the man of
sinin 2 Thessalonians2:3?1s thewar in Iraq a fulfillment of prophey ?
Whoistheanti-Christ? Wha is 666 ?Wha aboutMatthew 247?

5. Lesson 6: QuestionsAboutMormonism (JH)

a) Why talk abouttheMormons? There are currently 13 million
Mormons with another million added aboutevery three years. The
Nationd Coundl of Churchesliststhe Mormon church as thefourth
fastest growing church inthe U.S. Mormonswant nothing more than to
enter thereligiousmaingream.

b) Is Mormonism a CChristianOreligion?What do the Mormonsteach
aboutGod and Christ? Wha do the Mormonsteach abouteternd life?
What is bgotism for the dead as taughtby Mormons? Should we vote for a
Mormon politician?

6. Lesson7: QuestionsAboutSodal Drinking and Gambling (EH)

a) | have aspecid interest in theissue of gambling. Not because | have
ever gambled, butbecause | taughtprobability theory at SMU for 7 years.
As| used to tell my students, your chance of winning thelottery is about
the same whether or notyoubuy aticket! Surely there are better things
we can be doing with our money!

b) | don®have specia interest in drinking, butit isatimely topic and an
important topic. 1n aworld out of which we are caled to be separate and
bedifferent, thisis onetopic we al need to consder very carefully.
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¢) Doesanything really hgopen by chance in our lives? Does God know
theoutcome of a coin flip before theflip? Wha is ganbling? Am |
gambling when | buy stocks? Is there anything wrongwith thelottery ?
Isn@there alot of soda drinkingin the Bible? How can it be wrongif we
drink in modeation?If drinking is wrong because drunkennessisasin,
then wouldn®it follow tha eating is wrongbecause gluttonyisasin?

7. Lesson 8: QuestionsAboutIngrumental Musc in Worship (JH)

a) Thisissueis sometimes treated as a seconday issue, butl think we
will findtha it is a central issue because where we come down onthis
issue speaks volumes aboutour view of the Scriptures.

b) Has God authonzed apaticular type of musc in worship?May a
Christian listen to religioussongstha are accompanied by mechanical
musc? Do Ephesians5:17-20 and Colossians 3:16-17 goply to the
worship service? Isn@ingrumenta music just a matter of choice?

8. Lesson 9: QuestionsAboutthe Lord® Church (EH)

a) Thereisagreat dedl of confusonin theworld about the church, and|
fear some of it ismaking its way into thechurch itself. Y ouhear alot
aboutOny churchOand Grour churchObut very little aboutthe Lord@
church.

b) How does Matthew 18:15-20 apply to disputes in thechurch? Why do
we write Ghurch of ChristOrather than (Church of ChristCP Was the
church discussed in the Old Testament? What did Jesus mean in Matthew
16 when hereferred to Ony church@ How are Isaiah 2, Jod 2, and Acts 2
related?Are we Protestants? |s the church a denomindion?

9. Lesson 10: QuestionsAboutEvolution & Intelligent Design (JH)

a) Hereisyet another timely topic tha gets alot of pressthese days. But
the days of debaes between evolutionists and creationists are longover B
they have been replaced with a much more powerful weapon,ridicule. If
you can®defeat them, then margindize them. But tha@® hard to dowhen
at last count88% of Americansbdieve God created the world.

b) Onetopic we will consder isthetheology of evolution,anditisa
religion it hasits own dognm, its own sacred writ, its own heretics, its
own bumingsat the stake, and its own high priesthood.

c) Wha gaveriseto thetheory of evolution?lsn@there an abundance of
scientific evidence tha suppots evolution?Wha is meant by Ontelligent
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design@Is intdligent design scientific or religious? Should it be taughtin
our schooks?

10.Lesson 11: QuestionsAbout Forgiveness and Repentance (EH)
a) | addd thistopicinrespons to anews story | saw afew weeks ago.

b) Xelly White and her two children visited the semicircle of memorials
ontheVirginia Tech campus leaving 32 pink tulips N onefor each
victim in last week's massacre. They aso placed atulip onthestonefor
gunman Seung-Hui Cho. GForgivenessis part of being freed from anger,O
said White, a Blacksburg resident with relatives who attended the school.
Q try to teach my children tha God loves everyone.O

¢) Andherethenisthequestion: Are the paents of those murdered
children required to forgive thar murderer?

d) Mug weforgive othas absent thar repentance? Does God forgive us
absent our repentance? Why did Jesus ask Godto forgive those who
crudfied him rather than jug forgive then himself? Was tha prayer
answvered and, if so, when?Wha does it mean when God remembe's our
snsno more? What is therelation baween forgiveness andlove Dcan we
have onewithoutthe othe?

11.Lesson 12: QuestionsAboutthe Holy Spirit (JH)

a) If youhave noticed a patern in which thereally toughissues have
been assignead to my co-teacher, let me assure youtha it wasjug a
coinadence!

b) Wha is the gift of the Holy Spirit and when isit received?How does
the Holy Spirit work in toda/G world Bmiraculoudy or norr
miraculousy? Does, and if so, how does the Holy Spirit dwell in a
Christian? Are we guided by the Holy Spirit today, andif so, how?

12.Lesson 13: Open Forum
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