Why am I here?
For thousands of years people who have actually had the time to think about this question, have been asking, “so why am I here… what is my purpose for being here?”  People have been asking that question and it is an important one to have an answer for… we all need a purpose, something to focus our energies on in order to feel good about ourselves and what we are doing.

The French have a phrase for this question that kind of sums up this whole idea… they call it the “raison d’être”… or reason for being.  When we figure that out, we are just that much more ahead of things in life.  So many people struggle with this question all of their lives and go to their graves without ever attaining a satisfactory answer to the question; why is that?  Is it because so many people have not retained God in their knowledge…?  The answer to that is a definite yes.  Let’s read Romans 1:18-22, and 28-32.  We see here that most people do not have the knowledge of God and of His commandments to us foremost on their minds.  Because of that, people’s lives become meaningless expressions of selfishness which is ultimately rooted in that which is evil, and most of them don’t even realize it; the deceptions of this world go so deeply.

The Why…

We know that God created us. He told us that in Genesis 1, and continued to tell us that in Ezekiel 18:4 and Hebrews 12: 9.  He is the Father and giver of our spirits to us, and that He does nothing with out a reason.   But why did He make us?  Why did He give us our spirits and put us here on the Earth?  The simplest answer to that profound question is found in God’s word.  Look at Isaiah 45:18… from this we see that God made the earth and formed it so as to be inhabited… and He clearly says he did not make it without a reason… He did not do it “in vain”.  So He created the earth for a reason… to be inhabited, and likewise He made mankind to be the inhabitor of the earth and He tells us why in Isaiah 43:7.  In this passage, God clearly tells us that He created man for His glory… and uses the term “everyone who is called by My name”.  Well, in the beginning when God made mankind everyone was called by His name… everyone was in harmony with God.  We all belonged to Him, and He even came down from Heaven everyday and walked and talked with us (Genesis 3:8).  But we made a mess of that in the Garden of Eden when we sinned… we separated ourselves from God because of the sin that we allowed to come into our lives.  What did that do to us as the race of man?  
The Falling Away… 

Let’s look at passages from Genesis 3:14-19 and Isaiah 59: 1& 2 which answer that question.  We lost paradise in the Garden and the close relationship with God that we had.  Sin separated us from God… the purpose that we all have for which God made us was to glorify Him, but we perverted that through our sinning and we fell away from Him.  When we sin, and we all do, we separate ourselves from God and can no longer fulfill our purpose for being here which is to glorify Him… when we sin we are no longer able to be called by His name as we saw from Isaiah 43.  It is sad, that we made a mockery of God’s purpose for putting us here, however we are told in the scriptures that no purpose of God’s will not be accomplished as we are told in Job 42:2.  Even though Satan tempted us to sin and sought to thwart God’s purpose for us, God had a plan in place to correct that even before it happened.  Paul told the Athenians in Acts 17:28 that in God “we live, move, and have our being”, so He is never far from us no matter who or where we are.  The curse of Genesis 3 is a part of that plan… In Romans 8:20 we see that God cursed creation to help us to see what we had done and to make us realize how much we needed Him, and to make is long to return to Him; He did it in the hopes that many of us would choose to return to Him… So we see that even the curse was purposed for our own good by our God.
The Plan for Return…

Ephesians 1:3-11 tells us that He anticipated the happenings in the Garden before the foundation of the world and that He planned to reconcile all things back to Himself in Christ.  From 1 Peter 1: 18-20 we see that our reconciliation with God through Christ was foreordained before the foundation of the world… and that it is meant to redeem us from our “aimless” conduct.  Colossians 1:19-22 expresses the same idea of reconciliation in Christ in order for us to stand holy before God again.  Jesus Himself told what the plan was when He gave us the simple message of John 14:6, and then He continued to teach us in 14:20 telling us that the way back to the Father was to go “through Him” and to be “in Him”.  In Him we would become new creatures… creatures recreated in Christ… able to now serve God and glorify him as He originally intended for us to do so.   We enter into Him in baptism as we see from Romans 6:3-4; baptism is the place where our sins are forgiven (Acts 22:16) and that is where we become reconciled back to God.  Jesus reinforced this teaching of being “in Him” further in John 15:5 by telling us that outside of Him we can do nothing… nothing that matters to God and serves His purpose anyway.  Oh yes, we can live out our days, and reap God’s providential blessings everyday… we might even become an Olympic champion or a great golfer, but we can do nothing to please Him.  Athletic achievement does not please God, fame, money, or any other thing we place so much value on are not the things that please God.  God is pleased by faith (Hebrews 11:6) and obedience (Hebrews 5:8 & 9, John 14:15, 21) and service.  Paul echoed the positive of what we can do in Christ in Philippians 4:13 when he told us that we can do “all things through Christ” who strengthens us.  John tells us tells us in 1 John 3:1 how wonderful it is to be “called children of God”.  We become God’s children again when we are put into Christ… we are once again “called by His name.”  When we are “in Christ”, and obedient to Him, we can then do all things as unto the Lord as we have been commanded to do (Colossians 3:17 & 23).  When we do all things as unto the Lord, then anything we do becomes pleasing to God.  If you are right with God, are “in Christ” and doing all things as unto the Lord, then even a good game of golf can become pleasing to God, because it was done by someone with a right heart and a right spirit.  
So the message is very simple, in Christ we can get back to our original purpose… to glorify God; outside of Christ we are useless in all things because of our “aimless conduct”… only in Christ does our conduct have an aim… the aim it should have; God’s glory.
Fulfilling the Purpose…

So how do we fulfill the purpose?  Being baptized into Christ is only way to begin to even try.  Once we are there, God can do some truly amazing things through us, some of them we would never even suspect because we cannot know all things… but God does know all things and uses us to accomplish them as we are told in Romans 8:28.  In Ephesians 2:10 we are told that “we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”  God has a plan in place for every soul He puts on this earth… only those of us who are reconciled back to Him can realize that plan.  It is interesting that God does not force His will or plan upon anyone… we have to come to it willingly, we have to come to Jesus willingly, no one will make us do so, and if we do so He will use us for His good purposes, and has good works planned out for us… and has had them planned out before we ever came into being.  Truly God is an awesome presence in our lives… how wonderful to think that God put things out there for us to do with our names on them, before we were ever even born!  It truly makes you wonder what God has in store for us after this life is over and we are in heaven!

So how do we glorify God?  Well, we need to look for the good works of Ephesians 2:10 everyday that God has prepared for us to do.   A couple of other scriptures sum up the idea of what we must do very well.  Let’s look at Ecclesiastes 12:13 and Ezra 7:10.  Christ represented to us the doing of both of these ideas didn’t He?  We need to grow in our ability to obey God  and serve God… we do this by studying His word and allowing it to transform our lives into God’s good and useful servants… we need to emulate Christ, who showed us the way back.

We need to remember this always… A life without Christ is not only useless to God… it is just plain useless all the way around… to everyone including ourselves.  We can never truly be happy until we have the purpose in our lives that we were created for.  Let’s end with Jesus’ words in John 14:27… and let us walk in His peace.
