“What do I do now?”
We need to mature as Christians

Hebrews 5:11-14

11We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

Some Specific Admonitions
· Romans 6:15–18, 22… You are now a slave in God’s possession.

· Matthew 11:28-30… A yoke is symbol of slavery; remember to whom you belong to.
· Revelation 2:10… Be faithful until death; we are called to be faithful… not perfect.
· Matthew 16:24…Take up your cross; the cross was a symbol of death… 
· Colossians 3:1-3… Set your mind on things above; if your mind is on heaven…
· 1 Corinthians 14:33… Eliminate confusion in your life as much as possible…

· Matthew 24:13 … Endure, hang on… don’t give up.

· Philippians 3:12-14… press forward and when you fall, draw a line… and don’t cross it.  

· Ephesians 6:13-18… Wear your armor…
· 1 Peter 5:8-9… Be aware; we have an enemy in our midst…
How to Grow… Some General Principles 
Keep Sin Out

I Peter 2:1-3

1Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

James 1:21

21Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent (superfluity of naughtiness) and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.

1 Thessalonians 5:22

Abstain from every form of evil.

1 John 1:5-10

You will still sin as a Christian… it is not be a pattern for your life anymore.  Illustrate this point on the board.
Study the Word
2 Tim. 2:15

15Do your best (Study) to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

2 Tim. 3:14-17

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed (inspiration) and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Acts 17:11

11Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.

Prayer
Jesus prayed when he was baptized (Luke 3:21)

Jesus prayed when the crowds pressed him (Luke 5:15-16)

Jesus prayed all night before selecting the 12 (Luke 6:12)

Jesus prayed when he was transfigured (Luke 9:28)
Jesus prayed when he was thankful (Luke 10:21)
Jesus prayed for his disciples before leaving (John 17)

Jesus prayed in the garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:40)

Jesus prayed on the cross “Eli Eli lama sabacthani” (Matt. 27:46)

Jesus prayed on the cross “Father forgive them . . .” (Luke 23:34)

Jesus prayed on the cross “Into your hands I commend my spirit.” (Luke 23:46)
And finally Paul said this “…pray with out ceasing.” (1Thess. 5:17)
We are to pray because…

· God wants us bring all of our thoughts to Him 

· He is interested in us… aren’t you interested in your children?

· God wants us to realize that He is source of all things for us

· God wants us to stay close to Him… as He is always close to us.
Worship
Worship – From the Greek word: “Proskuneo”, meaning bow, reverence, kiss toward, praise.
Ps. 41:1…  “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants (longs) for you, O God.”
Ps. 122:1… “I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.”

Worship is something we should be glad to give, and we should want to do with all our hearts, because of our love for God.

“Expressions” of worship… When we worship we do this both physically AND spiritually.  Our bodies are there but so are our minds and our minds are engaged not wandering around… God wants all of us not just part of us when we worship Him.
Our worship is to be orderly… 1 Corinthians 14:40

So that is the general recipe for growing as a Christian:  Keep sin out, study, prayer, and worship.
Closing Remarks…
Can you be saved without :
· God’s word

· Baptism

· Believing

· Repenting

· Being in the body of Christ

· Being faithful

No, you cannot it takes all of these elements and actions working together for our salvation.  We have answered all of these questions… if you have need to respond to the gospel call of Jesus Christ and have not… won’t you do that right now? 

