Sermon 4

The Seven “ones” of Ephesians 4

Ephesians 4: 4-6 “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

This passage of scripture to my mind represents the seven pillars of truth that Christian faith is built on.  It is by these seven “ones” that we can define all the truths that make up the Christian faith of the New Testament and of the early church.  These seven “ones” also help us, as members of the body of Christ in the 21st century, to define what is not a part of the Christian faith… 

The seven “ones” point a heavenly finger at determining what is faithfulness to the Lord in the religious world and what is not… This heavenly finger cuts through the dense fog of religious confusion that grips the world today… and shows us the way back to the faith practiced by the early church and the Apostles.   

If we always look at the seven “ones” when looking at religion in the world today we can know who is walking with the Lord and who is not… the seven “ones” judge us, the members of the Lord’s church, as well.  

For if we are walking in the truth of the seven “ones” of Ephesians chapter four then we are staying true to the doctrine that Christ and Apostles laid down for us to follow as the body of Christ… those who are called out of the world.  

Finally, if we are not walking in the truth represented in the seven “ones” then we are not practicing the faith prescribed by Word of God… and we cannot have access to the promises of God… the promises He made to those who are faithful… to those who endure to the end… the promise of eternal life.  

The inspired writer Paul… told the Ephesians in Eph. 4:1 to “walk worthy of the calling with which you were called”… and so through the centuries he speaks to all of us.  If we keep to the seven “ones” with all of our strength, and with a love for God’s truth… we will be worthy of our calling.

Now let’s look at the seven “ones” and define them according to the scriptures…    
There is “One Body”… 

What does “one body” mean, and what is the “one body” that Ephesians 4 is talking about?

In Ephesians 1:22-23 the apostle Paul tells us this:

“And He put all things under His feet and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”
As we read further in the New Testament Paul also says in Colossians 1:18… in the first part of that verse:

 “And he is the head of the body, the church…”
With these two verses Paul… through divine inspiration… tells us that there is no mistaking what the body is…

· First, the body referred to in both passages is Christ’s body 

· Second, that Christ’s body is the church of which He, Christ, is the head.  It is his church… the church of Christ… 

Just as a point of interest… The body of Christ is referred to in scripture as the “churches of Christ”… this was according to the apostle Paul through the guidance of the Holy Spirit in Romans 16:16…this denotes a relationship with God… not a name or denominational designation… it means those who God has called out.  Those who are in Christ.

Let’s go further into this matter.  Through the teaching of the apostle’ doctrine, the early church knew that baptism served several purposes… to remit sins… they knew that through baptism you were added to the body of Christ, which is the church, as well as to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit… 

To clarify this… the scriptures in Acts 2:47 state in the latter part of the verse: 

“And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”

Once you were baptized, you were counted as saved… and the Lord added you to the church.  Notice that the Lord did the adding to the church… not men.   

You and I, brethren can safely infer from this passage 2000 years after it was written… that anyone who was not saved… was not added to the church.  That was true then and it is true now.  God does not change and neither does His truth.  

Now, turn in your bibles with me to Romans 6:3.  This particular passage of scripture makes clear the issue of being added into the body of Christ through baptism when it states:

“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?”

We are put into Christ and thus into Christ’s death through water baptism… that is what Paul is talking about here when he says “baptized into Christ”…thus according to the scriptures we are baptized into Christ, and by being put into Christ… we are saved.  

Now turn with me to Romans 8:1.  The beginning of this verse tells us that we are saved when it tells us:

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus…”

We get from this verse that those who are “in Christ Jesus” are not condemned… and we know from our previous reading of Romans 6:3 that we get “into Christ” through baptism… now we also know from Romans 8:1 that we are saved if we are in Christ.

Now let’s take a look at two more verses from the New Testament that add to this thought.  

Let’s all turn to read Colossians 1:24 which says … 

“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church…”

Now turn with me to 1 Corinthians 12:13 where we read: 

“For by one spirit we were all baptized into one body…”

Brother and Sisters, there are not multiple bodies mentioned here… Paul tells us plainly in Colossians 1:24 that there is only one body… he does this by telling us it is “His” body, which implicitly means there is only one… and he tells us that the body is the church… Paul emphasizes this again in 1 Corinthians 12:13 where he says that there is one body, and we are baptized into it …

Let’s tie all of this together… we can know from Ephesians 1:22-23 and Colossians 1:18 that the “one body” referred to in Ephesians 4 is:

· The body of Christ,

· The body of Christ is the church

· That Christ is the head of the church

Knowing that the “one body” of Ephesians 4 is the body of Christ and is the church…

I would ask you all a rhetorical question: what is the “one body” of Ephesians 4 made up of?
· If we saw in Romans 6:3 and 1 Corinthians 12:13…that there is only one way to get into the body Christ… and that’s through baptism

· And if we saw in Romans 8:1… that there is no condemnation for those in Christ… that those in Christ are saved

· And if we saw in Acts 2:47 that God added to the church daily those that were saved 

Then it naturally follows that the “one body” of Ephesians 4 is made up of:

· Those who are obedient to the command of baptism and are in Christ 

· Those who are not condemned… they are saved, because of their obedience to that command

· Those whom God has added to the church
We have now, through the use of the scriptures, completely defined what the “one body” is, and whom God considers it to consist of.  We also know that baptism gets us into the “one body” and that those who are in the “one body” are saved from condemnation.   

The body of Christ… what it is… what it consists of… and what it is not… is not an issue for debate by men… scripture tells us… without a doubt… what it is… and who is in it.  

Yet so many people in the religious world at large don’t get this simple yet important point… you have to be in the body of Christ to be saved… you cannot be saved from the judgment to come if you are not… and to get there you have to be baptized.  We will talk more about one baptism in a moment. 

One Spirit… … the Holy Spirit

One Hope… … Heaven

One Lord…   … Jesus Christ

One Faith …

Faith is an interesting word.  Most often it implies a belief or trust in something that can be a basis for action or moving forward.  Paul in his epistle is talking about faith to the Ephesians and he is telling them that there is only one faith… meaning that there are not many faiths.  

How many “faiths” are there in the secular religious world today?  There is the Lutheran faith, the Methodist faith, the Catholic faith… in fact there are many faiths in the denominational world… then you have the Jewish faith, the Muslim faith, the Hindu faith, and on and on.  

So many faiths exist today.  Yet Paul tells us there is only one faith… and what he means by that is defined as the obedient adherence to all of the doctrine and teachings of Jesus Christ and His Apostles… those teachings that were given to us through the word of God… that is the substance of the Christian Faith…or in other words, what can be called “faith in Christ”.  

All of these other so-called “faiths” have aspects peculiar to them that you do not find in the teachings in the word of God.  Some of these “faiths” deny the word of God completely and deny the existence of Jesus Christ or at the very least they deny His deity as the Son of God.  

Some of these faiths seem to endorse all of the doctrine of Christ and the Apostles, but there are some things… found in the bible… that they leave out or have changed to suit their view of how the faith should be presented, because they have just decided that some things do not work for them in the way that they want to practice their religion.  Some of these “faiths” get very close to practicing what would be called true biblical faith, but they fall short somewhere over certain points, and because they view them as small points… they don’t really consider that worth worrying over.  

One small bit of Christian wisdom needs to be applied here… if God considered it important enough to put these points in His word to us… who are we to decide what does and does not apply?  

There is a passage in the Old Testament that applies quite well to that way of thinking.  It is in Isaiah Chapter 45… let’s look at the latter part of verse 18 and in verse 19 which says…

“I am the Lord, and there is no other. I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth; I did not say to the seed of Jacob, 'Seek Me in vain'; I, the Lord, speak righteousness, I declare things that are right.”  

Some points that are made by the Lord in this verse are:

· That HE IS GOD and we are not… 

· He is telling us that He has not told us to seek Him in vain, 

· He is telling us that when we seek Him with a willing, obedient, and humble heart we will find Him…  

· He is telling us that we can unequivocally know His truth… 

· He is telling us that He declares what is right and righteous and that we as men cannot do that… for all righteousness comes from God… 

· He, and He alone, defines truth and righteousness…  

· He is also telling us that the word of God is objective truth… not subjective truth… it is THE TRUTH… whether we choose to accept it or not.  

The bible has some additional guidance here for anyone who does not consider all of the teachings of Christ and the Apostles to be something that one must pay attention to with regard to the faith that we must hold on to.

Let’s look at some of these: 

2 Timothy 3:15-16… “and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness…” 

What Paul is telling Timothy here is:

· He needs to stick to what he learned first…  that which was made known to him through God’s word… 
· Paul is telling Timothy that the scriptures are able to make you wise and will tell you how to be saved from God’s wrath… 
· He is also telling Timothy that ALL scripture is from God and is not to be discounted in any way shape or form
· He is saying that knowing the scriptures is the way to train yourself and others in how to be righteous… they are our handbook provided directly by God to us, for instruction, and correction in what He considers to be right, because He knows that we need to be guided… and that is the purpose for the scriptures.   

Judges 17:6, “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”  

We can know through this passage in Judges that God does not approve of men doing what is right in their own eyes… as we saw before from the passage in Isaiah 45… God decides what is right… not men.

Proverbs 14:12, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.”

By the way this is the only verse that I know of in the book of Proverbs that occurs twice, in exactly the same form, it does so in Proverbs 16:25.  The author must have thought this concept was an important one to grasp don’t you think?  Men don’t define what is right… God does.

In the Gospel of John we have this passage… specifically in John 4:24 which says:

“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

Christ is telling us here that we must worship the Lord in the truth… this is the Son of God telling us this so we have to accept it… where is the truth?  It is in the word of God.  

We are even told that later in the Gospel of John… Christ says in John 17:17:

“Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 

Can it be any plainer than that?

1 John 2:24  “let the truth abide in you that you heard from the beginning”… 

What is John saying here in this?  He is saying: 

· Make sure that you hold on to the unadulterated truth that was presented to you by the Apostles and disciples in the beginning when you first believed 

· Don’t let someone else come in here afterwards and tell you something different from what WE have told you.

1 John 5:3, “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.” 

John is making this point, to those that are practicing the Christian faith as prescribed by the New Testament and who have humbled themselves to accept the Lord into their lives as their Lord and Master, this is not a hard thing… we know that it is much easier to live in the truth and the light than to live in the world with no hope… but to those outside of the faith it seems hard and restrictive and it may impinge on their sense of personal freedom to do what the want to do… with no restrictions

Here is another thought for us to ponder along these lines about the faith.  It comes from 

Jude 3 and says 

“Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”  

Jude, the Lord Jesus’ earthly brother, is speaking here of the Christian faith… and he says it has been delivered once and for all through Christ and the Apostolic fathers in it’s entirety… we, as members of the body of Christ, did not have to wait another 1800 years for it to be delivered to us through the words of Martin Luther or John Calvin, or Brigham Young, or any of the other founders of churches in the denominational world!  Jude says we got all of it when it was delivered to the saints… and who delivered it?  Christ and the Apostles that’s who.

In many cases we see where men have taken away from… or added to the word of God as it suits them!  We know that the Lord will righteously punish men who do that…  

Revelation 22:14-15 makes this clear when it says:

“Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.”

The points to be gotten from this passage are:

· Who is righteous?

· Those who “do His commandments” … those stated in God’s word.  

· What happens to the lovers and practitioners of lies?  

· They cannot enter heaven.  

Aren’t those who change or deny the word of God… practitioners of a lie?  

God did not tell us that we could pick and choose what we want to believe if we are seeking His truth… this is not Burger King and you cannot have it your way… it is not a cafeteria where we pick and choose what we want, and just leave the rest for someone else.  As we read earlier in 2 Timothy 3:16 we must accept all of the scriptures as God’s word… and they are to be used to train us in righteousness.   

The world needs to return to that faith “which was once for all delivered to the saints”, and we, as members of the Lord’s body, need to make sure that we are remaining true to the faith, too.  

Paul spoke about remaining true to the faith when he foretold of the Great Apostasy in 

1 Timothy 4:1-2 in which he says: 

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron…”   

Have we not seen this come to pass in the modern religious world?  Paul is telling Timothy that this is going to happen and he was talking 2000 years ago!  We see many, many people who profess to be Christians… and they do not even know what a “Christian” really is.  

Most of them are so caught up in the doctrines taught by the man-made organizations where they worship that they cannot tell the difference between the truth of God and a lie… because they don’t know the word of God … and what is even more compelling is that when Paul… in the verse we just read… says that their conscience is seared with a hot iron…  he is saying to us that most of those caught up in this world of false doctrine and religious lies are not interested in taking the time to know what God really says on the matter of true faith!!!… My brothers and sisters… this is tragic, sad, and totally unnecessary. 

(Add some comments about what Branding with a hot iron does)

Paul also spoke about this in other remarks to Timothy, he repeated the same theme in his exhortation in 2 Timothy 4:2-4 where he says:

“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 

First point here in this passage… Paul to Timothy to preach the word of God… not his or anyone else’s thoughts… he told him to preach the word!

Second point here… obviously Paul thought that this theme of falling away from the truth… the faith…  was important enough to repeat to Timothy so that he would see its importance.  The importance of it is that not paying attention to the scriptures can cause you to lose your salvation and that would be the GREATEST price anyone can pay… isn’t it?

I have one more point to make here… we are told by the scriptures to follow Christ as our example and by that to show the world our faith through our obedience to the Lord’s word.

Look at what Christ said to the disciples in John 14:31:

“…but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do.”

Christ showed His faith through His obedience to His Father in heaven in doing what He was commanded to do to fulfill the scriptural prophecies, and enable God’s salvation plan for mankind… and he says he did this to show the world His obedience to His Father in heaven..  Of course this leads to His death on a Roman cross… how can we not take from that that we must follow God’s commands… we … who are not God’s only begotten son?  If Christ did it then so should we. 

2 facets of faith: 

· Faith… defined as belief: this is the faith that is talked about in Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”, or believing the promises of God and accepting God’s word to us on how He will reward us for our faithfulness to Him.   
· The Faith… which is defined as doctrine: this is the facet of faith that is spoken of in Acts 6:7 where it says …“ and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.”  In other words they obeyed the teachings of Christ and the Apostles and conformed themselves to God’s salvation plan for mankind.    
2 Corinthians 13:5 gives us an example of “the faith” and it says…

“Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified.”

Are we in the faith?  The faith defined as doctrine?  If the answer is no…then we are disqualified.  It’s that simple. 

In Acts 7:8 we find a verse that demonstrates both facets of faith as we have defined them.  The verse is talking about Stephen just before he was martyred… and the verse begins like this… 

“And Stephen full of faith…” 

Stephen demonstrated both facets of faith in that he had hope in that which is not seen… he was… full of faith… and it gave him the courage to stand up for the Lord even unto death.  He was also full of the Apostle’s doctrine (see Acts 2:42), or The Faith, which was the inspired doctrine according to Christ, so he had the fullness, or the completeness of their teachings in his heart and his mind. 

Paul in his valedictory comments in 2 Timothy was looking at his faith from the standpoint of a realization of his Christian hopes… he knew that he would die soon, and he was also looking at his faith from the standpoint of the faith, having been faithful to the doctrine of Christ when he says in 2 Timothy 4:7… 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith”.  

He endured to the end in his faith… his one and only faith… the faith… which was dear enough to him to die for.  We need to adhere to the “one faith” of Ephesians 4 with the same conviction Paul did. 

There is “One Baptism”…
How many baptisms do we see brought in by the practices of the secular religious world today?  We see infant baptism, baptism by sprinkling, baptism as a ceremony to show faith outwardly as just to name a few don’t we?  Were these the “one baptism” that Paul was speaking about?  No.  None of these types of baptisms appear in God’s word.  They are all the inventions of men.  The many different types of baptism administered by those in the secular religious world today are not the baptism that Paul was speaking about when he wrote to the Ephesians in his letter.  

At the time that the Apostle Paul wrote this epistle around 62 A.D. there had been many baptisms in times before… the baptism of John… the baptism of Jewish Proselytes (converts to Judaism)… baptism of the Holy Spirit and so on.  Paul tells the Ephesians here that there is one baptism because when he wrote this epistle all of the other “baptisms” had been done away with and there was only one left… and that is the baptism that is prescribed in the book of Acts.  There are a total of 19 verses in the book of Acts that talk about baptism… but I want to focus on two of those verses for our purposes here:

· Acts 2:38:  Peter has just preached the sermon on Pentecost to the Jews in Jerusalem.  The scriptures tell us they believed Peter and “were cut to the heart” by what they had heard when Peter preached.  They were looking to correct their sinful state, and they asked how to do that.  Peter told them and the text here says … “Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
· Acts 22:16:  Paul’s conversion… Paul was now a believer at this point, the Lord had appeared to him on the road to Damascus, and Paul now understood what he had been doing, by persecuting the church, was wrong, Ananias who had been sent to him by the Lord to tell him what to do next said to him “And now why are you waiting?  Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”
From these two verses it is made clear that baptism as prescribed in the New Testament was to be administered to believing, repentant people for the remission or washing away of sins, and to receive an indwelling measure of the Holy Spirit.  Our sins are washed away upon being baptized… not before… as so many in the secular religious world teach, and we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit upon being baptized… not before.  It is clear from these two verses that something occurs in the operation of baptism that allows God to see us as clean.  We enter the water as unclean… and leave it clean.  We know that our sins are washed away through the blood of Christ, which was shed for that purpose.  Folks, it is not a leap here to clearly see that we come into contact with the blood of Christ upon being baptized!  As we read earlier in Romans 6:3… when we are baptized… we are baptized into Christ’s death…  and as we know when we read in Colossians 1:13-14… we are delivered from darkness and into the kingdom of Christ, through whom and in whom we have redemption and through His blood the forgiveness of our sins.

Christ’s death occurred so that we could be saved from our sinful state.  Christ’s blood was shed in order to wash away our sins and to establish the New Covenant, and Christ tells us this in Matthew 26:28 where he says:

“For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”  

Hebrews 10:29 illustrates this point about Christ’s blood, too.  Look at the last part of the verse which says, “Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?”  

The “blood of the covenant” mentioned here in the latter part of the verse is Christ’s blood and that is the part of this verse that I want to focus on.  This part of the verse tells us it sanctifies us… it sets us apart… and Brothers and Sisters, baptism applies Christ’s blood to us as surely as blood was applied to the children of Israel in Exodus 24:8 at Mt. Sinai by Moses to affirm the old covenant and to sanctify them… purify them… and set them apart as a people for God .

So the “one baptism” that Paul was talking about was:

· The baptism that was administered by immersion – the word “baptizo” in the Greek means “to immerse”… no one was sprinkled in the New Testament  

· The baptism that was administered to adults who were believers – there are no instances of infant baptism in the New Testament

· The baptism that was administered to people of a mind to repent of their sins and change their ways… and those people understood that the “remission of sins” occurred after they were baptized and not before… and it was done immediately upon repentance and confession of Jesus’ name as the Son of God

· The baptism that was administered for the remission of sins and to bring us into contact with the blood of Christ, which is the divine agent by which sins are washed away.  

· The baptism that was administered to give the gift of the Holy Spirit to the person that is baptized

· And according to Acts 2:47 and Galatians 3:27 it was the baptism that was administered to put on Christ and to have the Lord add you to the body of Christ, which is the church.  Baptism does not to add you to a man made religious organization like a denomination, it adds you to the Lord’s church which is His body… those He has called out.  It makes you His precious possession that He purchased with His blood.

In 1 Peter 3:21 the apostle Peter makes a very definitive statement… one which should put a clear picture in our minds that baptism is absolutely necessary for salvation.  Peter is writing about the flood here and is relating how it saved Noah from the world and then he says…

“There is also an antitype, which now saves us--baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ…” NASV version here

Peter clearly says baptism now saves us… and he says that baptism is the answer for those convicted of sin in their lives… that want to obtain a clear conscience before God.  Baptism is the answer of a penitent and obedient heart towards God… a heart that knows it is in sin… and wants to get out of it.
One more point to drive this home… in Acts Chapter 10 we have the story of Cornelius and of his conversion.  In Acts 10:3-6 an angel of the Lord spoke to Cornelius and told him to send someone to find the apostle Peter in Joppa.  The angel told Cornelius that the apostle Peter “ will tell you what you must do”.  Cornelius was a devout man and feared God, so he did what he was told to do… he sent men to Joppa.  They found Peter who had been especially prepared for this encounter by God, and they brought him to Cornelius.  What did Peter tell Cornelius to do?  

In the book of Acts 10:48 it says:

“And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.” 

Now notice in Acts 10:47 it says that they had received the Holy Spirit already … but Peter told them that they had to be baptized… and the bible tells us that he made it a command.  So receiving the Holy Spirit only… did not save them, there was something else they still had to do… and they were saved when they were baptized.  In Acts 11:14 we have this clarified a bit more.  Peter is recounting what happened in Joppa to the brethren in Judea.  He is telling them what the angel told Cornelius and he says that the angel said…

“'Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname is Peter, who will tell you words by which you and all your household will be saved.”

Cornelius and Peter had quite a conversation as the scriptures in Acts 10 tell us, but I ask again… what was the only thing Acts 10 tells us that Peter commanded Cornelius to do?  To be baptized with water in the name of the Lord.  Isn’t this clear enough?  That it was a command… not an option?  Most assuredly so.
The baptism that Paul and Peter were referring to 2000 years ago is the only baptism that adheres to the scriptures.  And it is the only baptism which saves us… the only one.  Any other baptism… was not then…. and is not now …a scriptural baptism… God does not recognize any other baptism; because there is only one baptism in His eyes… it is laid out in the scriptures… which are God’s word to us… and you cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven without it.  Christ told us this in John 3:5.

The Ephesians understood “one baptism” and all that entails… Paul made sure of that, and the Ephesians knew without a doubt what he was talking about in his letter to them.  It is a shame that the people of today have lost touch with the scriptures so much that the “one baptism” of the Ephesians 4… is now many types of baptism… done any way you want to do it… according to the traditions of men.  We are warned about the traditions of men in Colossians 2:8 which says:

“Beware lest anyone cheat you… through philosophy and empty deceit… according to the tradition of men… according to the basic principles of the world… and not according to Christ.”  

My God says there is “one baptism”, and men prescribe many different baptisms.  We need to stand with God always in order to be sure of our salvation.

One God and Father of all…
Look at Zephaniah, Zecariah, and Malachi chapters 1 and 2 for descriptions of the Lord and in Malachi see the verse about, “ I the Lord do not change…” 

