Redeem the Time…
Ephesians 5:15 and 16 says this: “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time because the days are evil.”

Time is a fleeting commodity…. It runs away from us and seems to run faster the older we get.  I guess the reason the years seem to go by faster the older we get, is because as we get older, a year becomes a smaller and smaller percentage of our life span.  A year to a five year old is one fifth of his life, a year to fifty year old man is one fiftieth of his life… and so the years do seem to go faster… even though they are still all only 365 days long.  

We have recently ended 2004 and have begun the new calendar year of 2005… as always at the end of the old year and the beginning of the new we think about the past year and the promise of the new.  We think about how we might do things better and not repeat past mistakes… we make resolutions… usually good ones about how we want to conduct ourselves going forward, and this is good… we think about doing better things with our time and this is right… it is what God wants us to do.

At the end of every new year, I find myself in the process of thinking about the old year and the new… especially because my birthday falls right after the calendar changes, so every time we get a new year… I do too… one new year added to the lifespan God has granted me.
This New Year’s Day was different though… an event occurred which made me think all the more about the subject of redeeming the time.  This past year… towards the end of the year’s span, something happened which will be remembered by many for a long time.  The day after Christmas… December 26th, 2004… just two weeks ago… many people on the Asian and African continents and in the Indian subcontinent woke up to a horrific disaster, a tsunami or giant tidal wave… a disaster as it has been called of “biblical” proportions.  
Many people in that area of the world lost their lives that morning in a totally unexpected manner… the death toll has risen by all accounts to over 150,000 to date.  Truly this was a horrible day… showing us the uncertainties of life.  This was a day in which whole families were wiped out, children were orphaned… others lost all that they had in material possessions, and even now the death toll threatens to continue to rise.  Hundreds of thousands of people are homeless, and the diseases caused by the effects of this disaster, may claim many more lives.
I find myself as a Christian thinking about all of the souls lost to heaven that day… and that saddens me more than any natural disaster ever could…. Because there are physical realities that we live with here for a while… years in fact… but there are spiritual realities that we must live with for eternity… and that is much longer than any of us are capable of understanding.  
The importance of redeeming the time…
· We see from our initial reading that Paul said for us to redeem the time because it is finite and we don’t know how much of it we have… Only God knows that.  
· Paul also tells us in Ephesians 5 that the days are evil… and Jesus gave us Matthew 7:34 as a reminder of this too… we are not to spend our time worrying about tomorrow because tomorrow may never come and each day has it’s own sufficient amount of trouble for us… each day has it’s own amount of evil and it’s own amount of good
· Let’s look now at Acts 17:24 -28… this reading tells us that God has given us our lives and our life spans… so that we will seek Him out… He wants us to find Him… to draw near to Him

· God gave us our time and wants us to serve Him with it… Christ is our example in this as in all things… He came to the earth do the will of His Father in Heaven did He not?  We should seek to do the same.
· Isaiah 43:7 tells us that God created man for His glory… to be called by His name… we are to glorify God in all that we do.  Colossians 3 confirms this twice in the space of six verses between v. 17 and v. 23… Paul obviously thought that theme important enough to repeat… he did not want us to miss that point… God’s glory should always be first on our minds
· God has a plan for each of us in Jesus Christ as we are told from Ephesians 2:10… as Christians we need to all seek that out… and do the good works that God has planned for each of us to do… we need to redeem the time God has allotted to us… because we will have to give account for it on the last day… and that is why redeeming it is so important to each of us.
· God has given us our lives and everything we have … and God has given us the free will to make choices.  We must all make choices that we will have to live with for eternity… 
· Moses made the choices clear … for us all… to the children of Israel when he laid it out to them in Deuteronomy 30:15 and 19… in verse 19 he said “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life that both you and your descendants may live…”   
· It’s pretty plain that there are only two ways we can go… and it is our choice as to which one we will take.  

· Romans 6:16 takes this idea a bit further though… through our obedience we can choose to serve a God who loves us and gives us all things… or we can choose to serve Satan who hates us and seeks to destroy us

· Would you choose to work for… an employer that hates you?  Most of us would not… so where is the logic in not serving God?
· God knows our choices, after all He gave them to us… and He knows the hearts of men… In Genesis 6 through the bringing of the flood, we see the evidence of this
· God knew that those who would perish in the flood were unredeemable… they would not change… no matter what He did… and it grieved Him that He had made man… and He decided to destroy man and all that breathed on the earth for this
· Yet, even though He knew this (Second Corinthians 1:3 tells us that God is “the Father of mercy”)… He still gave them a chance through Noah’s years of preaching as he built the ark… and still they did not listen… and they reaped what they had sown… which was destruction… and they did not redeem their time.  
· God is perfectly fair… and those people made their choice… they chose to forget and to ignore God… brethren that is deadly
· Look at these events that happened just two short weeks ago… do you think those people who died without Christ wish now that they could redeem the time?  You know it.  
· It is my belief from my study of God’s word to us… that when things like this happen and many die… God causes or allows things like this to happen to people because He knows they would not hear no matter what He does.  I also know from Romans 8 and other passages that God uses events like this to further His purposes for good to be accomplished.  Events like this certainly have the potential to open doors for people to hear and obey the gospel don’t they?  
· In Indonesia alone there are many who now might have the opportunity to have the light of Christ shine upon them because of this… so through this disaster a door has been opened for the Lord that otherwise might not have been there.  
· I believe that if the people who died that day would have heard God and turned to Him at some future point… they would still be alive, and I believe that this disaster will serve God’s purposes even though tragically lives were lost. 
· I believe this because God’s word tells me so.  Let’s read Ezekiel 18:30-32 and 2 Peter 3:9… here we see that scripture tells us in both of these passages that God wants no souls to be lost… again He is “the Father of mercy” and He loves us… that is why He gave His Son for us
· But we also know from Isaiah 55:6 that we must “Seek the Lord while He may be found…”   We must redeem the time… because we don’t have forever to come around… we have only the days that God allots to us… so if He chooses to end lives or allows lives to be cut short … it is because He KNOWS there is no hope for a change in those who have died… that is a sobering thought indeed.
· However, that is not the whole story and as we talked about earlier God uses events to open doors for His gospel.  Scripture gives us clear examples of God providing a way for the hearing of His word to those who show that they will listen… like the Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8… Cornelius in Acts 10… and the Macedonians in Acts 16:9-10
· Even though there were no natural disasters that occurred in these accounts, these people showed God a heart that sought Him out… and God rewarded them with the preaching of the gospel to them… and they obeyed it. 
People outside of Christ are lost and will perish…
· There are those in this world though that cannot allow themselves to think that God will condemn anyone… they believe that all are going to be saved… but scripture tells us in Hebrews 5:9 that Jesus “became the author of eternal salvation to all who OBEY Him…”

· So in order to have salvation we must obey Christ… this is not a message that most of the world likes to hear… yet there it is

· This is the message that the church of Jesus Christ should be delivering everyday… after all we are (as 1 Timothy 3:15 says) “the pillar and ground of the truth” are we not?  Let us not forget that fact… and  let us redeem our time
· Jesus came to seek and save the lost… you know what that means?  It means that  there will be those who are lost… and Jesus seeks to save them through us spreading the gospel about Him   

· If there weren’t any souls that were going to be lost then Jesus came for nothing didn’t He?  You all know that God does nothing without a purpose… He wants to give all those who will come to Him a chance to be reconciled… 
· He wants to save everyone who will listen to Him as we saw from those passages in Ezekiel 18 and 2 Peter 3 and He has given us a way for reconciliation to Him  through Jesus Christ

· Jesus said in John 14:6 “I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  But what did He mean by that?

· He meant that through faith in Him… and baptism into Him and into His death we could be identified with Him… becoming spiritually literally a part of His body… and be reconciled back to God THROUGH Him… and we know all of this through the simple reading of Galatians 3:26 and 27, Romans 6:3 and 4 and 1 Corinthians 12:12 and 13
· These six verses tell us plainly that we are reconciled back to God through Christ… through obedience to the command to be baptized into His death
Christ’s death was necessary for salvation…

· There are those today, however, even inside the Lord’s church that conjecture that there will be people saved… who have not been baptized into Christ… 
· God will not save those outside of Christ… and I want you all to hear that again… no one who has not been baptized into Jesus Christ for the remission of their sins and to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and to be put into the body of Christ which is the church of Christ… will be saved on the last day.

· God will not pardon the sins of anyone outside of Christ… No one.

· Some of you might now be saying “you are awfully sure of that now aren’t you?”… Well, yes I am, and I can show you why in the scriptures

· First of all, think about this… God sent His Son to die a horrible death in order to accomplish reconciliation for us, so that we can be justified before Him again.  

· To make it possible to let someone have salvation outside of Christ would cheapen what Christ did at the cross; making His death and the shedding of blood He did not a necessary thing, at least not for the person in question.  

· Now let’s look at Hebrews 9… Interestingly, the writer of Hebrews tells us in Hebrews 9:16-28, that Christ's death and shed blood were necessities for our salvation; for remission of our sins in v.22 and for a change in the covenant 

· He actually uses the words “necessity” and “necessary” in v.16 and in v.23 
· Now you have to ask yourself "why would Christ have done what He did if it was not necessary?"  Let's not forget about Jesus’ prayer in the garden, where He asked God to "take this cup away" in Luke 22:42.  

· If there had been another way to accomplish our salvation; if Christ’s death was not a necessary event, certainly God would not have used it, if only to answer Jesus' prayer with a yes because of the special relationship they have with each other.  

· God deemed this act… this HORRIBLE DEATH…as NECESSARY to accomplish what He had in mind for us.  He did not enjoy watching His Son die.  Christ’s death was a NECESSITY for us to be able to have remission of sins and for a change in the covenant, and if it was a NECESSITY for Jesus to die that way to do this, then it is NECESSARY for all of us to come to the Lord the way He prescribed.  

· If it was necessary for Christ to die as He did in order to effectively bring about our salvation then it will be necessary for us to have the usefulness… the efficacy… that God intended for His death to have… to wash away our sins and provide us with salvation.  

· God cannot abide sin in His presence; His holiness will not permit it, and heaven will be a holy place as we are told in Revelation. 21:27  

· In plain English if Christ HAD to die specifically in this way to save us, then we specifically HAVE to obey Him to take advantage of the gift of salvation that is offered through that death.  

· Additionally, think about this …if the answer to Christ’s prayer in the garden from God was “No, this cannot be done another way” (further reinforcing the idea that this was necessary), then the answer to us on the question of whether you can be saved outside of Jesus is “No, you cannot be saved another way.”  
· If Christ got a “No” from God on this, then who are we to think we won’t and shouldn’t get the same answer?  For anyone to think we can get a different answer from the one Christ got borders on arrogance 

· So from this I can say that no one will be saved outside of Jesus Christ… no person… not ever… 
· For God to do that would be unloving towards His Son… and God would not do something that unloving to His one and only Son in whom He is well pleased

Baptism into Christ is the only way to be saved…
· Jesus said in John 14:15 “If you love Me keep My commandments” and He commanded us to repent of our sins… to turn away from them… and be baptized into His possession for the forgiveness of our sins in Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38
· As we said before Jesus is “the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him”… because those who do walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4) 

· I want you all to think about what we said earlier about Genesis 6 and the flood… just as no one outside of the ark was saved from physical death in the flood…no one outside of Christ will be saved will be saved from eternal death at the judgment…  we know that from understanding 1 Peter 3:20&21
· Won’t you obey him today?  
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