Are You a Pilgrim… or a Wanderer?
Our singing is a wonderful thing…

· As we are told in Ephesians 5:19& 20 it brings praises and thanks to God… As we are told in Colossians 3:16 our singing is to admonish and encourage one another… and we are to do it “with grace” in our hearts 

· We need to praise God and thank Him and Christ… we need admonishment… to be taught… We also need encouragement from each other and that is why God gave us this as one of His reasons for the command to sing…
Admonishment and encouragement are necessary…
· Because we are always in need of new learning or of reminding of what we must be about… 
· Because we need to have our minds stirred up as Peter put it in 2 Peter 1:13 with the revelations and reminders of truth these songs give us…
· Because we are pilgrims… turn with me to Hebrews 11:13-16 
· Here we are called pilgrims looking for a heavenly country… and we are indeed… that is the goal, isn’t it?  We are searching for heaven my dear friends
· Look at Hebrews 11:8-10… Abraham was a pilgrim, by faith he was searching for what his God was going to lead him to… and he left without knowing at first where he was going… he only knew God would get him there
· God knew where He was taking Abraham and that was good enough for him to trust and go where God said to go
· Abraham’s journey is given to us as an example and a foreshadowing of our own… he knew where he was going… he was going to where God wanted him to be 
So let me ask you tonight: are you are you a pilgrim or are you a wanderer?  
· In some sense everyone on this earth is a traveling into eternity… and we are all either pilgrims or wanderers 
· The difference between the two is this; pilgrims know where they are going… wanderers do not
· Lets read John 14:1-6 

· Jesus said here that He was going away to prepare a place for us… the heavenly country that is mentioned in Hebrews… that for which we search
· He also says in verse 4 of that passage that we know the way… 
· We are pilgrims and we know where we are going… and how to get there… 
· In verse 6 He tells us that the way is through Him… 
· He calls us to the narrow gate in Matthew 7:13& 14… In John 10:7-9 He says “I am the door” twice for us… how can we miss that?
· That set of quotations must have sounded strange to first century ears at the time He said it… I am sure they questioned what all that actually meant… but we know the answers to that don’t we?
· Jesus is the way, and the door… to go through Him you must be in Him… and in Him there is no condemnation as Jess told us this morning when he quoted Romans 8
· Paul actually told us all in Colossians 1:19-22 that God intends for “all things”  to be reconciled to Himself in Christ… meaning anything not reconciled to Him through Christ would be useless… and it would be destroyed in the end
· No one who is not in Christ will stand in heaven after the judgment
So I ask again are you a pilgrim, knowing the way…or a wanderer who does not?

· We just sang “Jesus loves me” and yes, He most assuredly does love us all… 

· If you are a wanderer then He lovingly calls you to be a wanderer no more… 

· He calls you to be a pilgrim, and says “travel with us… travel with Me”

· If you are a wanderer then… tonight we offer you the Way… the Door that is Jesus Christ

· You can enter into Him and go through Him in the waters of baptism as Galatians 3:27 tells us , where your sins will be cleansed and your pilgrim course will be set

· If you are a pilgrim… and you need encouragement we ask that you come and receive it… if there is anyone in need of anything this body of Christ can offer then come now and ask… while we stand to sing.
