The Key to being a Christian is…  Passing Boot Camp
There are many “key” things that one can point to that are necessary for being a Christian.  One must believe in God, love God and Christ, have faith in them, obey them and live the way they have commanded us to live in order to have salvation… but tonight I want to talk about something a little different.  

We have all been given our lives by God; He is the “Father of spirits” as we are told in Hebrews 12:9.  What does He expect of us other than the broad concepts we just talked about?  That is some of what we are going to talk about tonight… the subject of our earthly lives being a test that we must pass... as we will see there is earthly truth and heavenly truth in the statement “No pain, no gain”. 
We are soldiers… 

· 2 Timothy 2:3-4 makes it clear that we are soldiers of Christ and we actually sing songs like “Soldiers of Christ Arise” that reinforce that fact…
· We are not imaginary soldiers… like children’s toys

· Spiritual warfare is deadly business…

· Example of the type of actual soldiers we are to be… Elisha prays for revealing God’s army all around him to his servant in 2 Kings 6:8-17
· That’s the army we are a part of…

· What do soldiers do to become soldiers?

· They must go through basic training… or “boot camp”

· The soldiers in boot camp are already soldiers but they are not perfected… they are not useful to their commanders until they have graduated from boot camp and know the basics of serving.
· Life upon the earth is our boot camp… Heaven will be our graduation assignments if we successfully complete the training.
Life on the earth is a challenge for all…
· But it is especially a challenge for Christians… read Philippians 1:29
· We are called to believe in Christ which entails obedience as well… as true belief always produces obedience, something the “world” often forgets
· But we are called to “suffer” for Christ’s sake as well… meaning we must do this!  Oooh… that sounds painful… and yes, frankly it is.
· What does this mean… what are we to do?  Here are some scriptural clues…

· 2 Timothy 2:12… Paul’s exhortation to Timothy
· Acts 5:40-41… John and Peter’s examples
· 1 Peter 3:14… Peter speaks to us all
· Romans 5:3-5… Paul tells us to glory in tribulations and to persevere
· James 1:2-27… James speaks to all of us and gives some of the most practical advice we can get regarding trials and perseverance! 

Forms of Suffering…
· As we see from Genesis 3:17-19, we live in a world that is “cursed” by God… What do you think some forms of suffering are under the curse?

· Temptations and sin… separation from God
· Not fitting in or conforming to the world… we are pilgrims
· Outright persecutions… 

· Disease and sickness… 

· Personal tragedies… and Death

· Just witnessing the evil in this world can torture a Christian who knows what is right
We are called to be examples for Christ to the world no matter what our circumstances are…  

· As we read earlier, James tells us to be joyful in trials as they perfect us… 

· We learn what is useful to God for us through them… and we can show Christ working in us through our behavior as we go through them.
· Jesus suffered as we are told in Hebrews 5:8… 

· Who are we to think we won’t have to as well?
· Chastening and shaping comes to all of us that God loves… Hebrews 12:1-11
· Pain can and will come to us as Christians… God does not promise us a perfect life here

· He promises us a perfect life eternally in Heaven after we pass boot camp here on earth.  

· Our trials will make us fit for service in Heaven  

Conclusion: We can and must glorify God through trials, no matter how miserable they are… 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
· We can know one thing for certain… trials will not last forever, but Heaven will
· Read 2 Timothy 4:6-8… Paul knew what was in store for him as he graduated from boot camp

· That is what is in store for all of us if we persevere and pass the test that this earthly life presents for us… 1 Corinthians 2:9 

