Study of the book of Numbers – Lesson 4
Chapters 8-10
In this fourth lesson on the book of Numbers, we find the nation of Israel getting some additional instructions from God as to the Levites and some other ceremonial requirements.  At the end of this lesson we will see them getting ready to leave their encampment and head to the Promised Land.

These chapters hold some interesting parallels with the New Covenant for us and we will go through some of those as we progress in the lesson.  
Chapter 8
The focus of this chapter is specifically the cleansing of the Levites for their service to God in the Tabernacle.  It starts off though in verses 1-4 with instructions about the lighting of the sacred lamps or “candlestick” as it is called in some translations for use in providing light in the tabernacle, and we want to focus on this for a few minutes because there is a shadow of the new covenant in something as seemingly simple as this… The details of the lampstand are given elsewhere in the Pentateuch as well:
· It is planned or rather the design is given in Exodus 25:13-40
· It is made in Exodus 37:17-34
· It is set up in Exodus 40:24 & 25
· Details for the sacred fuel are given in Leviticus 24:2
· It is here in this section of Numbers that we find the instructions for lighting the lamp in the particular way God wanted it to be done.

Any way you look at it God gave rigorous instructions for this lampstand and the light it was to produce just as He did for all of the commandments He gave under the Old Law.  The reason the light was to be oriented to the front of the lampstand as stated in verse 2 is that it was the only source of light within the sanctuary and it was needed to light up the room as much as possible.  The symbolism of the lampstand is this:

· There is a foreshadowing of Christ here.  We see that as Christ speaks of Himself in John 8:12 and John 12:46
· There is a foreshadowing of the Word of God here as seen in Psalm 119:105
· Since Christ is also known as “the Word” we can see this truth again from the gospel of  John in 1:4-9 
· There is also a foreshadowing of the Church here as well for our role in the world as seen in Matthew 5:14-16, Ephesians 5:8 and 1 Thessalonians 5:5
But there is more… Coffman quotes his own Commentary on Exodus saying:
· “The course he (Aaron… FST) was ordered to follow was first to light the middle lamp from the altar fire (a pure source for the fire… FST) and then the other lamps from each other; this was symbolical in that all the light of heavenly truth is derived from Christ, and diffused by His ministers throughout the world.”... 

· Coffman then goes on to quote Merrill Unger from his Commentary on the Old Testament in this statement of symbolism: “The true Aaron (meaning Christ… FST) lighted the lamps when He ascended on high and the sent the Holy Spirit (the oil in the lamps) to bear witness of Himself.”
In verses 5-13 instructions are given for the cleansing of the Levites.  In order to be clean before God they were to:

· Sprinkle themselves with water

· Shave themselves completely

· Wash their clothes 
· They were to have a sin offering and an atonement offering made for themselves through sacrifices… with the Levites laying hands upon the heads of the bulls to be sacrificed
· Present themselves before the Tabernacle in order to be identified with all of Israel

· Set themselves before Aaron and his sons showing their subordination to the priests  
· Then they were to be a waved as a wave offering to God 
God then in verse 16 uses this time also to commemorate the event of their being given to Him instead of all the firstborn of Israel.

There are a few things here that are worthy of more detail for the purpose of this class and let’s take a moment to go through them.  Let’s look first at the cleansing of their bodies and the washing of the garments.  
· This was customary for all Jews prior to this time and then on through the timeframe of Christ.  When preparing for worship, the body and the clothes were to be cleansed.
· Jacob’s requiring his family to change the their garments and to purify themselves before going up to worship in Bethel in Genesis 35:2 is referenced by Coffman

· The cleansing of the body as a necessity for worship was evidenced from the number of mikvah pools found around the temple in Jerusalem.  
· The physical cleanliness required by God under the Old Covenant is symbolic of the spiritual cleanliness He requires of us now as Christians… 
· The physical cleansing of the body and the clothes at that time was a symbolic foreshadowing of the ordinance of baptism and the actual washing away of sins from the spirit by Christ’s blood under the New Covenant, we do this so that we can serve before our holy God… we can see this plainly from Acts 22:16 and Revelation 7:14 &15
· The Levites were to be assembled before the Tabernacle.  The assembling of the children of Israel as referenced in verses 9 and 10 here is most likely a reference to just the princes of the tribes.

· The laying on of hands by the children of Israel was most likely these same princes laying their hands upon heads of the three Levite families
· This was not a scene of the whole nation laying their hands upon the whole tribe of Levi… Coffman indicates that common sense would dictate some representative arrangement like this and that only makes sense… the literal of this situation would have been a ridiculous sideshow and would taken a very long time to complete.  

· Many Bible critics characterize these ceremonial rituals as being not very well thought out; Coffman is highly critical of these “critics” and their attribution to God of a lack of intelligence through their criticism of His revelation of these things, hence the appeal to common sense.  

· The simple point here is that however all of this was accomplished it was done and they had no problem doing it and they did do it… as we see from verses 20-22 
· That stated most likely the wave offering of the Levites was most likely accomplished through some representative form of this ritual as well.
In verses 14-19 we see the term “the children of Israel” used eight different times… that is quite a lot.  It is supposed by certain Jewish scholars that this was done by God to help the rest of the nation of Israel feel every bit as loved as the Levites being talked about specifically here and that is worth noting for us… God does not just love our elders and deacons or pulpit ministers or song leaders… He loves all of us equally no matter what role we play in the church.

In verses 23-26 we see God gives Moses additional instructions for the Levites work to be done in the Tabernacle.  They were to begin their work at the age of 25 years and to end their work in the tabernacle at the age of 50 years.  Now previously we had seen instructions given for those of the age of 30 years and above, not 25.  This seeming discrepancy can be explained like this.

· Ages varied for different kinds of work
· For a soldier it was 20 years of age

· For a priest it was 30 years of age

· For the Levites and their service it was 25; 

· Additionally, the age requirement for the Levites referred to in Numbers 4:3 was evidently for those charged with moving and transporting the sacred furniture of the Tabernacle… the work referred to then in chapter 4 was not the work in the Tent of Meeting, hence the difference.

Chapter 9
The focus of this chapter is keeping of the Second Passover; it also outlines the rules for those who were considered unclean and the exceptions that could be made for them.  Lastly, this chapter also deals with the presence of God in the functioning of the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night and His guidance for them in their journey.

The second Passover was to be kept by the children of Israel in the first month of the second year on the fourteenth day.  They did this although this Passover featured some differences from the first in that there were no doorposts to put the blood on.  All other requirements were meant to be observed however and this was done as we see from verse 5.  Some men came before Moses and Aaron that were made unclean by contact with a dead body in verse 6, and they could not keep the Passover due to this.  Moses consulted God, he did not try to improvise on his own, and God told his what to do concerning these men.  He made the exception for them… it is thought by some that these men may have been Mishael and Elizaphan, the cousins who buried Nadab and Abihu after the Lord struck them dead for using the wrong source for fire in the tabernacle (see Leviticus 10: 1-5).   That event apparently was within less than a week of this celebration of the Passover.
The instructions given in verses 9-14 for the exception also covered those who were away on journeys as well so that they could participate with the larger community as God intended.  The rules were this:

· They had to keep it on the fourteenth day of the second month

· They had to eat bitter herbs and unleavened bread

· They were to leave none of it until in the morning

· They were to break no bones on the lamb

They were to keep all the statues of the Passover with the exception of the “exception” instructions.  It was considered a grave sin before God to be able to keep the Passover and to not do so… those who did this were to be “cut off from their people”, meaning put to death.  Incidentally, with respect to Christ being our Passover Lamb… He had none of His bones broken upon His sacrifice… thus this rule was a foreshadowing of the cross of Christ.
Verses 15-23 have to do with the guidance of God through the use of the cloud and fiery pillar at night over the Tabernacle… the gist of these passages is that when the cloud rose up the children of Israel journeyed and when the cloud settled down they encamped.  God guided them in this way… God directed their daily lives and they were subject daily to His wishes… they were completely dependent upon Him and His guidance and commands.  

Coffman points out that from verses 18-23 the phrase “at the command of the Lord” occurs seven times.  This obviously shows the importance of the fact that God controlled and directed the movements of Israel in the wilderness… just as we are to let Him direct our lives daily while in “the wilderness” of this world as we journey to heaven being God’s children now under the New Covenant.  
Chapter 10
The focus of this chapter is the conclusion of the preparations for the departure from the wilderness to the Promised Land.  In verse 11 of this chapter the journey to the Promised Land begins, and what should have been a short trip does end for 40 years.  So with this verse we mark the second major division of the Book of Numbers… the wilderness years or the years of “The Wanderings’ as some have called it.  Verses 1-10 have to do with God’s command to Moses to make two silver trumpets for the purpose of directing the activity of the camp whether to gather together at the Tent of Meeting, to begin a new journey, to sound the alarm for war… so that God would hear and remember them when oppressed, to mark feasts,  to mark the beginnings of new months, and to mark sacrifices.
All these activities were to begin upon the blowing of a certain alarm or sound by the priests specifically and these commands were to extend down the generations.  Most likely the trumpets were already made before this and it is simply their uses here that are given by God in the sacred text.  They were supposed to have been a little less than a cubit in length and looked like a slender tube that flared out to the end in a bell shape.  Two trumpets were needed because Aaron had only two sons at the time… in later times the number of the trumpets increased significantly to as many as 120 in the times of Solomon.  Instruments such as these are depicted on the Arch of Titus in Rome showing the loot taken from the Temple after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

The significance of these trumpets under the Old Covenant for us today is this; the priests supplied with these trumpets were responsible for the daily warning of God’s people… to do their various duties, and to know when danger is around them… just as ministers of Christ do now under the New Covenant with their verbal warnings to us.  Since we are now all priests under the New Covenant it is incumbent upon us to exhort and to warn our brethren daily of duties and dangers… we are to lead one another out of error and back to God’s word.  Our voices are now the trumpets of God.
Christ spoke of and Paul wrote about trumpet blasts to signal the end of the world and judgment in Matthew 24:30 & 31, and 1 Corinthians 15:52… so God shows us further here His preference for trumpets to signal things and to give warnings.  The preaching of the gospel now perpetuates the ordinances given here of the silver trumpets.

Verses 11-36 mark the departure from Sinai… and the beginning of that second major division of the Book of Numbers spoken about earlier.  This makes up the remainder of the chapter with the exception of Moses asking his brother in law Hobab to go with them in verses 29-32… Moses tells him that he could be very useful to them since he knows the wilderness so well and that he will be rewarded by Lord’s goodness to Israel.  Some have been critical of Moses here as showing a lack of faith… however when has it ever evidenced a lack of faith to be cautious and careful even when knowing that God is with you?  Coffman quotes Alexander Maclaren as stating that prudence and divine guidance often work together as partners, and are not mutually exclusive of one another.  Hobab consents to go with them and is referred to here in Numbers as a Midianite… later in Judges 4:11 we learn that he was also a Kenite.  The Kenites were one the specific Midianite clans.  This is the same thing as referring to me as an American in one place and as a Texan in another… I am both in one.  Some have tried to make a discrepancy out of this… this shows the discrepancy is non-existent.
The prayer uttered by Moses in verses 35 and 36 ends the chapter and is a foreshadowing of the church today… to paraphrase Elmer Smick; God’s presence goes before us as the ark did before them, He scatters our enemies, and when His presence rests and abides with us we are strengthened and become a great host for His service.  Of further interest is the fact that Psalm 68 is very closely related to this chapter of Numbers.  [image: image1.png]
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