Study of the book of Numbers – Lesson 10
Chapters 28-30
In this tenth lesson on the book of Numbers, we come to bit of a lull in the action that we have seen in the book in the last few weeks.  This lesson will focus upon a review for the children of Israel of the offerings that they were to give to God on the various occasions as He prescribed for them to do, we will end with discussing the laws concerning vows made to God.
Now this review for them is needed as the Mosaic system of offerings was designed for them to observe in the Promised Land… they had not been able to observe these commandments in the Sinai for many obvious reasons which amounted to disobedience through the sins of the previous generation.  This review was vital so that they would know what would be expected of them in Canaan when they settled there.  In the observance of these commanded sacrifices the people were reminded daily of their obligations to God. 

God knows us so well… These sacrifices and feasts were set in place so they would not forget their purpose once they settled in, so that with their arrival they would see that their purpose had only just begun, not been fulfilled, with the taking of the Promised Land, a trap they could have easily fallen into    
Chapter 28
Daily offerings… verses 1-8
The Lord’s offerings here are described with the possessive pronoun “My”…showing that the food is God’s; the aromas are God’s, etc.  God was seen as participating in these feasts with His people; that was their conception of these commandments, and this is reflective of our concept of Christ being our host now during the Lord’s Supper that we celebrate on the first day of the week… as we see in Matthew 26:29.

In these offerings we find that a lamb was to be sacrificed in the daily offerings twice a day, once in the morning, and once in the evening.  The lambs were to be male, a year old, and without blemish.  Since these were the most basic of all the sacrifices, they were to be observed every day, no matter what the day was… the special sacrifices on other days God had set aside were in addition to this.  The daily sacrifices were observed by the Jews right up until the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. by the Romans under Titus.  What the Jews did not realize was that the ultimate sacrifice, the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” was offered around 30 A.D.  

Jesus was nailed to the cross and ended the need for all of these sacrifices with His death… and it was no coincidence that His time on the cross corresponded with the timing of the daily sacrifices of the lambs at 9 AM and at 3 PM as the Jews marked time (“the third hour” and “the ninth hour” according to Matthew and Mark’s gospels)… Jesus suffered on the cross from the time of the morning sacrifice until the offering of the evening sacrifice.  What a shame the Jews missed this significance completely as evidenced by continuing these offerings for the next 40 years. 

Sabbath Offerings… verses 9-10
The Sabbath offering was not only a double portion, but a double portion added to the daily offering as well… so it was more than double.  It is interesting that in all the descriptions of all the so called “great feasts” in the Pentateuch, they are all referred to in some manner as a “Sabbath” of some type.  The Sabbath was the most basic of the special observances God had commanded, occurring once a week and the children of Israel needed this reminder.  
Our word for Sabbath came from the Hebrew word “Shabbath”, meaning “to cease” or “to rest”, and it was the seventh day of the week as the Jews measured the week.  The Sabbath was intended to be a day of rest, where almost no work was done… in many of the other observances, some types of work could be done, but the weekly Sabbath observance was known as a day of “solemn rest”.  In this way, this weekly occurring observance was actually given more precedence than many of the other feasts, since it was the principle day that rendered honor to God on a constant basis.  
Coffman in his commentary on Leviticus regarding this feast makes the point that under the Law of Moses the Sabbath was the holiest of days, holier than all the other feast days.  The Jews observed it in that manner, and all other feast days were simply “a type” of this basic weekly observance.  He also makes the parallel between the church’s observances of the Lord’s Day as similarly being the most holy of all occasions for us… with the trend by the denominational churches tending to be towards focusing on special observances of Christmas, Easter, Good Friday, etc… days of observance that are not commanded by the Lord in any way.  
That type of thinking shows a lack of study of these very observances under the Old Law as shadows for the future under the New Covenant.  The Old Covenant and it ritualistic laws were designed to point forward to Christ and the New Covenant, and were written and preserved for us for our learning, as we are told in Romans 15:4… it is a shame how through lack of study of these very points the Lord’s Day has lost its rightful significance for many in the denominational world today, not to mention the total disregard for the Lord’s Day in the secular world.     
Monthly Offerings… verses 11-15
The children were commanded to observe these offerings each month upon the advent of the new moon or month according their lunar oriented calendar.  Many of the pagan peoples at the time also held festivals such as this, however for the Israelites, we learn from Psalm 81:3-7, the symbolism for this feast or observance was different from that of the pagan cultures around them.  The commemoration for this feast was the coming out of or salvation from Egypt… their deliverance from bondage into freedom.  They were delivered from the strange alien customs, language and environment of Egypt into the presence of God at Mount Sinai.  That was the purpose that God intended for this observance.  The silver trumpets were blown to begin the observance, and special additional sacrifices were offered, like the offering of a male goat for a sin offering to cover the sins of the month that had just passed and had not previously been covered.  It was also to be a day of rest or Sabbath for the children of Israel.       
Offerings at Passover… verses 16-25     
The observance of Passover was to be carried out on the fourteenth day of the first month of the lunar calendar… a significant fact for us was that following immediately after it, on the fifteenth day of the first month, was the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  While Passover celebrated the salvation of the nation of Israel from the tenth plague that God sent upon Egypt, the slaying of the firstborn; the Feast of Unleavened bread marked the beginning of the barley harvest and unleavened bread was to be eaten for seven days.

Passover was a Sabbath type event with regulations for a specific meal to be eaten with symbolic meaning attached to each item they ate, and it lasted one day.  The Feast of Unleavened Bread however went on for seven days.  It began with a Sabbath day, producing back to back Sabbath type observances between Passover and the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  The Feast of Unleavened Bread ended with a Sabbath observance as well.  Special sacrifices were required over and above the daily ones for the Feast of Unleavened Bread, including the one of a goat for sins not previously covered; grain offerings of fine flour mixed with oil were also required for each of the animals to be sacrificed.  Additionally, a wave offering of first fruits of the harvest was to be made by the priest on the day after the first day of the feast.

No “occupational work” was to be done during the Sabbath days marking Passover and the beginning and ending of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  This was a less strict admonition on work than that given for the weekly Sabbath observance, so daily household chores could be done during these days, just nothing that contributed to one’s “making a living” or job, to quote Coffman and Orlinsky.

There are implications for these two observances for the Christian.  First of all, this made for the plurality of Sabbath days mentioned in the gospel accounts at the time of Christ’s crucifixion; and significantly these Sabbath observances had a bearing upon the days that Christ was in the tomb at rest.  Remember the ancients reckoned time from sundown to sundown, so for instance sundown on Wednesday night for us would have begun their Thursday.  
According to Coffman, the timing for things that took place around the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ worked like this: 
· Passover, or the “Last Supper”, was eaten in the evening on Wednesday after sundown, sundown being the event marking the beginning of the Day of Passover 
· Christ was crucified on the Day of Passover in the morning at 9 AM, and died on the cross in the afternoon at 3 PM, towards the end of the Passover Day, this would have taken place on our Thursday morning and afternoon
· He was laid in the tomb on Thursday night after sundown, which was their Friday already 
· He was in the tomb Friday, which was the Sabbath day marking the beginning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread
· He was there also on Saturday, which was the normal weekly Sabbath day

· He then arose on Sunday morning, the first day of the week, which also happened to be the day that God required the priests to offer the wave offering of the first fruits mentioned before as a part of the observance of the Feast of Unleavened Bread… 

· And so Christ became the wave offering of the first fruits for all Christians, as Paul put it in 1 Corinthians 15:23, with His resurrection on the first day of the week
Also of note is the fact that Christ was in the tomb three days as the Jews recognized time; all day Friday, all day Saturday, and part of the day on Sunday, thus fulfilling the prophecies.  He then arose on the morning of the first day of the week, Sunday, which we now recognize (like the early church did) as the Lord’s Day.
Passover’s further significance now is that Christ is our Passover Lamb; His blood redeems us, not by being spread upon the doorposts as the lamb’s blood was at Passover, but by being shed at Golgotha for the sins of the whole world.  The Feast of Unleavened Bread’s significance for us now is found in the Lord’s Supper and the eating of the unleavened bread as a symbol of Christ’s body.  
This includes the idea of the purging out of the old leaven which signifies sin in the lives of the Christians who partake of this weekly New Covenant observance.  Thus through this observance, we have communion with Christ who bore our sins in His body on the cross.  So when you partake of the bread at the Lord’s Supper let this be in your thoughts; the idea of the purging out of the old leaven of sin, and of Christ taking all of our sins upon Himself, thus allowing us to have complete communion with our Lord and His body, as He hosts us in the memorial feast.  

 Offerings at the Feast of Weeks… verses 26-31 
The Feast of Weeks is also known as the “Harvest of Pentecost”, which took place fifty days after the beginning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  It marked the end of the harvest season for the barley, and the beginning of the season of harvest for a new crop, specifically wheat.  This feast required special sacrifices and a Sabbath day observance as well.  
Additionally, though this feast had an interesting extra element within the observance.  The old crop for the Feast of Unleavened Bread (now fifty days past) was barley; the new crop for the Feast of Weeks was wheat, and it was to be offered to God in the form of a wave offering of two loaves of wheat bread instead of sheaves of barley grain… and the bread was to be baked with leaven this time.  
These things have a great deal of significance for us as Christians according to the commentators:

· The newness of the crop, the wheat, symbolized the Gentiles, a new people, coming into the church which began on Pentecost in 30 A.D. after Christ’s crucifixion; the Gentiles actually entered the church some time later after Pentecost.  This event was marked by the baptism of Cornelius and his household in Acts 10.  
· The leaven in the baked bread symbolizes the fact that there would be an element of evil or sin “within the holy church itself” as Coffman puts it; this is well illustrated by Jesus’ parable of the wheat and the tares in Matthew 13:24-30
· Merrill F. Unger postulates that the two loaves symbolize the fact that on the first Day of Pentecost under the New Covenant, the church would open its doors to two distinct peoples, Jews and Gentiles, with the Jews coming first on Pentecost and Gentiles following later.
· Finally and more simply, this feast is significant for us as Christians in this; this was the day that marked the harvest of the first Christians baptized into Christ under the New Covenant.   This event was chronicled immediately following Peter’s great sermon on Pentecost in Acts chapter 2.  Three thousand souls entered Christ that day, and this marked the first harvest of souls in the Christian age.       

Chapter 29
Offerings at the Feast of Trumpets… verses 1-6
This feast took place on the first day of the seventh month according to the Hebrew calendar.  It required special sacrifices and a Sabbath rest from occupational work.  It entailed the blowing of the silver trumpets as well… hence the name “Feast of Trumpets”.  It is celebrated today as Rosh Hashanah by the Jews, and it marked the beginning of the New Year for the children of Israel.
The significance of this feast and the blowing of the trumpets according to scholars is this; it marked the end of the long interval of time after Pentecost and before the Feast of Tabernacles (also known as the Harvest Festival).  Many commentators advocate that this corresponds to the long interval of time between the advent of the church on Pentecost in 30 A.D. and the Final Judgment Day, which will be marked by the sound of blowing trumpets.  At that time God’s people will be harvested home to heaven and this symbol is used repeatedly in the book of Revelation.         
Offerings on the Day of Atonement… verses 7-11
This feast took place on the tenth day of the seventh month.  It required a strict Sabbath day’s rest with no work.  The children of Israel were to fast, not feast… and they were to afflict their souls for the sins of the past year; they understood that this meant they were to abstain from all food, drink, bathing, sandals, and intercourse, etc.  This was the only time of fasting prescribed by the Law of Moses.  
The high priest had many steps to go through for this day; twenty one in all.  Time does not permit us to explore all of these steps right now.  Suffice it to say, these steps included various ritual washings; the offering of sacrifices, etc.  The sacrifices included a bullock and two goats.  One goat was to be a sin offering to be killed for the people, and the bullock was for a sin offering for high priest and his house.  The animals were then killed, and finally when all the Temple rituals with the sprinkling of the blood of the sacrifices were done, the high priest would send out the other of the two goats into the wilderness as a removal of sin from the people.  
As far as what went on in the Holy of Holies, that has special significance for us.  The high priest, washed and dressed in a simple, seamless white garment would enter into the Temple or Tabernacle behind the veil, and into the Holy of Holies.  There he would bring a censer of burning incense to cloud over the area in order to hide him and his sin from God’s sight.  Just as the high priest was obscured from God’s sight by the cloud of incense, so today as Christians, our lives are “hidden with Christ” from God’s view as we are told in Colossians 3:3.  God does not see us when He looks upon us, He sees Christ instead… Christ is our “incense”… our righteous covering in the presence of God.
 Then properly hidden, the high priest sprinkled the blood of the bullock and of the goat on the mercy seat; seven times with each type of blood.  First he would sprinkle the blood of the bullock then of the goat.  He did this in order to make atonement for all; himself, his house and the nation as whole.  

With this act the high priest, clad as Christ was when He went to the cross at Golgotha, became a shadowy “type” of the Christ that was to come later.  Just as the high priest in this observance opened the way back up to God for Israel for another year by making this atonement with animal blood, so Christ has entered into heaven with His blood and opened the way for all to have access again to God for all time.  Our access to God is now in and through Christ our Great High Priest.  
The Day of Atonement was the day once a year when the sins of the people were rolled back for one more year… all the sins through the centuries continued to pile up, and the animal sacrifices offered could not take sins away.  Only the blood of Christ would take all sin away forever, providing for the remission of sins, as we are told in Hebrews chapters 8-10.  This day was an annual shadow of the heavenly event that took place when Christ offered up His blood for sin in the heavenly places. 
Interestingly, the Jews still celebrate the Day of Atonement today and refer to it as “Yom Kippur” which in Hebrew means “the Day of the Mercy Seat”, although they do not do so with any sacrifices.   

 Offerings at the Feast of Tabernacles… verses 12-40 
This was an eight day feast, known also as the “Feast of Ingathering” another term of the harvest, signifying the end of final harvest for the year.  It took place on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, and was marked by the observance of a Sabbath type day on the first day and on the eighth and last day, in which no occupational type of work was to be done.  During this time, the people were required to live in “booths” or tabernacles; these were dwellings made of the gatherings of brush and branches, resembling an arbor.  These temporary dwelling places were to symbolize for them their poverty in the times of their slavery in Egypt and their wanderings in the wilderness.

The sacrifices offered to God on the days of this feast were many, and included large numbers of bulls, rams and lambs, along with goats for sin offerings.  The numbers of offerings required declined daily as time of the feast went passed by.  This was the feast that required the most sacrifices of all the prescribed feasts and days required to be observed under the Law of Moses. 
The significance of this feast for Christians is found through these images; while the great Day of Pentecost in 30 A.D. represented a harvest of the first fruits of souls for the kingdom of heaven, the Feast of Tabernacles represents a type of the final “gathering in” or harvest of God’s people into heaven; an event that will take place after the Final Judgment Day, as mentioned earlier.  
As Coffman puts it, this imagery is reinforced by passages like Revelation 14:15 and 16 which refers specifically to the final harvest of the earth for souls.  What a glorious day that will be for all faithful Christians… when we put off our earthly “tents” or bodies and put on our heavenly or spiritual bodies for all eternity.
One more thing needs to be said about all of these feasts and days to be observed… the sacrifices that were to be offered were to be without blemish and the children of Israel were commanded to strictly adhere to all of the requirements to the letter of the Law.  What do these types of observances of the worship of God under the Old Covenant say to us today about the worship we are to offer to God and Christ on the Lord’s Day?  We need to think about that carefully, as we worship each Sunday.
Chapter 30
The Law Concerning Vows…verses 1-16
This last chapter of our study today concerns God’s legislations with regards to vows one could make.  Simply put people were to keep their word… when they made a vow they were to do it and stick to what they said… the idea of one’s word being one’s bond was forged by this very concept and that was and is how God intended it to be.  These laws were applied equally to men, especially in their roles husbands and fathers; and to women, single, married or widowed, and had to do with what one vowed to dedicate to Jehovah, or with idea of abstinence from some activity.  

To sum up this chapter and its significance for us we can say this; even though these teachings were applied to religious vows at the time, just so today, all Christians should keep their word, just as the people of Israel were required to do under Law of Moses.  A Christian’s word on something should be their bond today in order to glorify God. [image: image1.png]
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