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“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts… for My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ says the Lord”, Isaiah 55:7 and 8

“The Fruit of the Spirit is Love...”
· Here we begin the study of the passage in Galatians 5:22 and 23 that corresponds to the Philippians 4:8 passage we have been looking at for the past few weeks  

· Christians must produce fruit to be pleasing to God
· Christ cursed the barren fig tree in Matthew 21:19 and condemned the man with one talent for failure to increase what God had given him in Matthew 25:14-30
· When the right seeds (Philippians 4:8) are planted the right fruit (Galatians 5:22 and 23)  will come

· It is significant that the first fruit Paul mentions in the Galatians passage is “love”… this word is perhaps the most poignant word in our language… and it certainly the attribute that everything else we do as Christians show flow from

· Everything we are and everything we do should flow from our love of God…

Word Study of Love
· “Love” in the original Greek of the New Testament is a word with several different variations, denoting different kinds or types of “love”
· “Eros” is the Greek word  for the type of love that occurs between the sexes and it denotes sexual desire or physical passion, and is not used in the scriptures anywhere

· “Philia” is the Greek word for the type of love that could include sexual love but involved the mind and the spirit… it could also mean brotherly affection.

· “Storge” is the Greek word for family love, love between family members

· “Agape” is the Greek word for the highest form of love, and that is what is in view here.  Paul’s choice of words here was unique, as “agape” was not used in the secular Greek language, because it described an attitude not previously attainable before Christianity.  This type of love is one of the mind; it is a free act or choice, chosen by the subject; it is an overcoming of instinct by the power of mind or will, and the chief ingredient is self-sacrifice, and the ability to love the seemingly unlovable. 

Practical Applications of “Agape”…
· The “agape” type of love is better illustrated than described.  Scriptures that illustrate the use of this word are 1 John 4:8, John 3:16 are two good examples of the use of agape… it is shown to be the type of love that always seeks the good of another, no matter what they have done to you whether kind or unkind, loving or rude.  Frankly, it is the kind of love that God has for even those who despise Him, and stand against Him in sin.
· The scriptures never actually define love… they seek to show examples of it, and illustrate the characteristics of it and one of the most powerful passages that does this is 1 Corinthians 13: 1-7… This is the definitive chapter on love in all of scripture.
· Let’s read the chapter and look at the elements Paul gives us of what “love” is and what it is not from God’s perspective… 

· “Love” suffers long… it is patient, it gladly does what is needed and does not complain

· “Love” is kind… it does not shout angry words and try to hurt others… it says “thank you for taking your time to do this”, or “I am sorry”

· “Love” does not envy… it is neither jealous nor possessive 

· “Love” does not parade itself, is not puffed up… it is humble and is not anxious to impress others for currying personal favor in their eyes; it is not inflated with ideas of  self-importance; it encourages builds others up

· “Love” does not behave rudely… it is courteous and polite and makes no place for rudeness; it does not pout and is not sullen in any way 

· “Love” does not seek its own… it is unselfish in big and little things; it puts the welfare of others above personal desires 

· “Love” is not provoked… it is even tempered and not touchy about anything 

· “Love” thinks no evil… it is expects and looks for the best in all people and situations 

· “Love” does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth… it does not gloat over the sins, failings or shortcomings of others… it takes no joy in criticism 

· “Love” bears all things… it is has no limit to its endurance

· “Love” believes all things… it knows no end to its trust of others

· “Love” hopes all things… it expects the best of everything

· “Love” endures all things… it never fails… it survives all else
Manifestations of Love… 
· The love demanded by God is so devoted that all other commands are included in it… see Matthew 22:36.  God’s love for us is this “agape” type of love… He does not merely say He loves us… He showed us how much He loves us through His Son… see 1 John 4:9 

· When Peter claimed that he loved Christ, Jesus asked him to prove it by feeding His lambs in John 21:15-17
· Soldiers wear uniforms as an outward manifestation of their occupations… Christians have an outward sign as well to prove that they are truly disciples of Christ… see John 13:34 and 35… love is the true litmus test of Christianity

· We are commanded to manifest our love throughout scripture by our actions and by this we see that they are what “judges” us… see Galatians 5:14, 1 Peter 1:22, 1 John 3:14, 2 John 6, and John 14:15 

· Agape love does not love someone just because they are related to us, or because they are nice to us… this new command transcends the concept of enemies and friends and commands us to love everyone… see Matthew 5:43-48
· This was very hard for the Jews at the time to accept because it was so foreign to them… they wanted only to love each other… the thought of loving someone who was not a Jew was outrageous to them… 

·  We see that Christ commanded Peter to forgive a sinning brother seventy times seven in Matthew 18:21 and 22, and with this He was really telling Peter to never stop forgiving people… Such compassion was unknown among the Jews of the day… but such is God’s willingness to forgive us all is it not?

· We are even admonished to postpone our worship of the Lord if a brother has a grievance against until the matter can be settled in Matthew 5:23 and 24
· We are not to love others for whom they are, but for what they are, just as God loves us… He loves us not for our merits, but for what He is… “We love Him because He first loved us”  as we are told in 1 John 4:19 

· Love is mentioned in several other lists of Christian graces… see 1 Corinthians 13:13, Colossians 3:14, and 1 Peter 1:5-7    

· Such unselfish love would be impossible without the help of God… humans are not capable of this type of love on their own

· Only by planting the right seeds can an “Agape” type of love be produced… see 1 Corinthians 15:10
Some Concluding thoughts…

· Romans 13:9 and 10 show us that all other commands are transcended by the command for us to love our neighbors as ourselves… and maybe this is where the problem of doing this for many of us starts… if we don’t love ourselves, how can we love others properly?  Do we look at others and see our own marred images in them… or do we see them as God does… as precious
· Ask yourself this question… do I love myself… do I see the value that God places on me?  Remember He loves you so much He gave His Son to buy you back from sin  

· We have to start to see ourselves and others as God see us and them… as valuable… worth sacrificing for and worth saving… until then we cannot have the right outlook to begin to show the love we are commanded to have.

· To take this even further see what you think of this… many Christians avoid many pitfalls in this life by viewing themselves properly.  

· Their view of themselves does not include partaking in the various temptations they may be being bombarded with … they cannot “see” themselves as doing this sin or that sin… and so they don’t.  For an illustration of this, see the story of Joseph and Potiphar’s wife in Genesis 39:9.  Joseph could not see himself giving in to the temptation that was being presented to him at that time, so he did not do it.  

· Our view of ourselves matters in many ways… what is yours?  

