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Does your life in Christ more closely resemble a Caterpillar or a Butterfly?
· In order for the lowly earthbound caterpillar to become a butterfly, struggle is necessary.

· This demonstrates that change does not take place without effort

· If the butterfly does not go through the effort to strengthen itself by struggling to exit the pupa it is imprisoned in, it will not have the strength to live afterwards that is a scientific fact. The struggle to free itself is necessary for proper development of it’s wings to fly and live life as a butterfly afterwards

· For the Christian, through struggle there is building process going on of faith and strength… without struggle nothing is built up

· Without struggle there can be no life, without struggle there is no chance for survival

Christian Character – A Transformation
· Many in the church are baptized caterpillars that have not transformed into the butterflies they should be… this lack of growth is sad… like an infant that progresses out of infancy
· Too many desire the benefits of mature Christianity without accepting the need for the struggle that has to take place to get there

· Are we dogmatic defenders of the first principles of the gospel, which is absolutely necessary, but not practitioners of the things that show maturing faith in our lives? Can we tell someone that they need to repent and be baptized for the remission of their sins and then behave selfishly or rudely with them?  That does not match up does it?

· Can we show someone the transformation that Christ makes in our lives as we grow in Him if we never grow and exude those qualities?  No we cannot.

· Christ means nothing in our lives until He is everything in our lives…

· Turning from sin and be baptized is only the beginning of what we must do… Ephesians 4:11-16… we must work and do the work the Lord has given us and GROW.
· Romans 12:2 illustrates exactly what needs to happen as does Ephesian 4:23 & 24.

· Transformation is a gradual process that takes years… it is not something achieved overnight and it takes struggle… in our society today that desires instant results… you know “I want it all and I want it now”, this is hard to deal with.

· We can read the scriptures in a short period of time but a mature application of them in our lives may take a lifetime to achieve!  

· We cannot be come frustrated and quit… we must encourage one another and keep encouraging one another daily!  That is one of the reasons it is so important for Christians to gather together and for new Christians to spend time with older, more mature Christians… it does rub off if you’ll let it.

· Look Romans 12:1… and think on the early Christians that died in the arena when given to the lions for the sport of the crowd.  That was a horrible occurrence.  I have asked myself many times… could I have been faithful enough to stand up for my faith knowing that was going to be my fate if I did?  Now ask yourself; does it take more courage to live your life in lifetime of maturing devotion to Christ or to summon up a few hours of faithful courage to face the lions?

Transformed by beholding Christ 
· Read the story of the “Great Stone Face” from the book on page 15… note that is this fictitious.
· There is a spiritual transformation that is quite real and Paul tells us about it in 2 Corinthians 3:18… this is addressed to all who will live with an “unveiled face”… a face that is open to God, and a life that is in complete submission to Him.

· It is through our meditation on God’s word where He tells us what we must do… tells us how to transform… and then in the giving over of our minds to God to allow this, that we achieve this transformation.

Change comes from the Inside
· We all know that God gave us our emotions… but in some cases our human expression of our emotions is not godly in the least… wouldn’t you agree?

· However the suppression of ungodly emotions is sometimes like putting a tight lid on a boiling pan… the lid will come off in a big way!  We need to learn to express our emotions in constructive rather than destructive ways… an outburst of bottled up anger may make you feel better temporarily, but it does not address the problem of why it happened in the first place, and it is destructive to those it is vented upon and around.

· These emotions must be channeled into positive directions… prayer, talking it over with God is one way, or talking to Christian friend is another way to get it out… physical exercise can help as well… lifting weights, running, or chopping wood can be very therapeutic!  We cannot sweep things under the rug, because all you get is a lumpy rug!

· As God has forgiven our sins, not rolled them back… We need to renounce not repress destructive emotions.  However we are not perfect now and will not be until we reach the goal of life in heaven, so to balance this goal out, we need to make sure that we don’t set standards for ourselves that only deity could live up either… we need a better way to achieve the renouncing of these things in our lives.

· The way to do that is to realize that the true secret to growth is not to suppress adverse characteristics in our personalities, but to prevent their formation from within… instead of trying to control a nasty temper isn’t it better if we can learn not become angry over things that are truly undeserving of anger, like little annoyances?
· 2 Corinthians 3:5… Only when we realize our sufficiency comes from God can we begin to master our emotions.  Proverbs 16:32… Proverbs 14:29
· When we fill our minds with thoughts that are of our Master then we are changed into His image… Paul tells us we need to set our “minds on things above” in Colossians 3:2, he tells us “we have the mind of Christ” in 1 Corinthians 2:16… and that we need to let the mind of Christ be in us in Philippians 2:5.  Peter tells us we have been given “all things that pertain to life and godliness” in 2 Peter 1:3.   

· Where is the mind of Christ!?!  Where are all the things that have been given to us that pertain to life and godliness?  In the scriptures… that is where the mind of Christ is, and that is where God has put the sufficient information for us to attain to the image of the fullness of Christ.

· Keep in mind Proverbs 23:7 which tells us that as a man “thinks in his heart, so is he.”   William James said we can alter our lives by altering the attitudes of the mind.  

· We can do this by acquiring for ourselves the wearing of the “mind of Christ” at all times… and that is what we are going to seek to learn how to do for the next quarter that this class covers.
  First steps are not enough…
· It is absolutely essential that pay attention to the first things of becoming a Christian, while practicing the mature things as well.  Read Matthew 23:23… Didn’t Jesus let the Pharisees have it for paying attention to the small details and ignoring the larger issues?  He made it clear that they had to do both.
· We must grow… we have to if we are to continue to be useful to God as His servants on earth.

· Parting thought: Paul said something significant to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 3:2 & 3… how do we read to our neighbors and those that see us in the world?
