Fountains of Rome and the real Eternal City…
I just came back from Rome and it was impressive to be there.  Paul was imprisoned there and I was on the Palatine Hill which was where Caesar’s Palace was… Paul was most likely “imprisoned” there and wrote from there as well, it was a wonderful sight to see.

Rome is famous for its fountains… everyone goes and gathers there, almost like a social event, and people actually drink from them and fill their water bottles from them… 
· The water provides life to a city that is famous for its life giving waters delivered fresh to the inhabitants for thousands of years through aqueducts… 
· The fresh water contributed to the inhabitants having better health thus giving the city more power than its rivals…  
Rome is called the “Eternal City”… 
· But that title due to its great age (founded in 753 BC) 
· And that title is also due to the nature of the manmade religious culture that exits there

The Rome of today is the seat of the Pope and he is called the “Pontifex Maximus” in Latin… meaning “the High Priest”… 
· He sits in the manmade Eternal City

· He reigns there as the chief priest of a manmade religion as well

But there is a real Eternal City that has all of these attributes that will last forever and ever… never becoming the decaying hulk that the Rome of antiquity now is… and that is Heavenly city of the New Jerusalem.
· Life giving water flows there… never ending in its benefits… Revelation 22:1&2
· It is really is the Eternal City because it will never decay and moths and rust will never harm it… Matthew 6:19&20
· Its gates are permanent and it will never be sacked like Rome was in 476… Revelation 21:27
· The real High Priest resides there… Hebrews 8:1… and He gives the city permanent light… Revelation 21:23 

Would you like to go there?  It takes more commitment than a plane ride and yet it costs NO MONEY to become a citizen of the real Eternal City.  Won’t you obey the gospel today and become a citizen of Heaven? 
People viewed citizenship from Rome as a privilege that they sought after desperately in ancient times for the rights and protections it afforded them … isn’t the citizenship that comes from the Heavenly Eternal City even more so? 
