Fallacies of Calvinism
Calvinism- Some of us are familiar with what this is and some may not be, so a brief description is in order.  Calvinism is that body of doctrine espoused and taught by Swiss theologian John Calvin during the rise of Protestantism during the 1500’s.  His teachings have grown in acceptance by the religious world to the point that 95% of the denominational world now subscribes to some form of Calvinism… Here are the five main points of Calvinism that are the pillars of the doctrine; they are referred to by the acronym “TULIP”
:
1. T- Total hereditary depravity: The doctrine of original sin, the idea that we are so depraved that we are incapable of responding to God’s offer of salvation without His help.  

2. U- Unconditional particular election: The idea that only certain people were selected to be saved by God before the world began and that the salvation they receive has nothing to do with them; it was arbitrarily decided upon by God. 

3. L- Limited atonement: The idea that Christ’s atoning sacrifice was not for every one… Jesus died on the cross only for the elect souls, whom God arbitrarily decided to save no matter what they do 

4. I- Irresistible grace: The idea that the Holy Spirit gives faith as a gift to a depraved sinner… one of the elect, and saves him.  This “religious experience” as some call it cannot be resisted; you have no choice but to accept it. 

5. P- Perseverance of the saints: The idea that once someone is saved they cannot lose that salvation no matter what they do… or “once saved always saved.”

These teachings and the errors that they represent are legion!   I mean the error here is so vast where do I begin?  
Let’s start with the first principle of total hereditary depravity… this frankly is the one religious error that has contributed the most to the idea that homosexuality is a genetic trait that someone is born with, and not the sin that it is.  Let’s get this straight… no one is born being sinful… sin is a learned condition, and we learn it from the sin we see all around us… every day.  Look at Ezekiel 18:4 & 20.  God says that He gives us our souls and the soul that sins shall die… we are responsible for our own sins and not the sins of our fathers or our sons… there is no heredity to sin.  

Just as a little child cannot intellectually have faith in Christ, because of a lack of understanding that comes with the maturing process, neither can they have an intellectual grasp of sin in their lives.  God tells us in Deuteronomy 1:39 that “little ones… have no knowledge of good or evil”.  He views little children as sinless until they come to an age where they have the ability to intellectually assess right and wrong according to the divine standard He has given us.  Look at Ezekiel 28:15 and the description of the king of Tyre… clearly depravity is not inherited, it is learned.  And again on this point Christ shows us how God views little children when He gives us His statements about the matter in Matthew 18:3-5.  

Jesus used the sinless, humble nature of a little child to demonstrate to us all the nature that is needed to be a child of God… does anyone think He would have used this example if God viewed children as sinful and condemned?  No.  Furthermore, Hebrews 12:9 tells us that God is the Father of our spirits, and Ecclesiastes 12:7 tells us that our spirits come from Him… and when they do so they are most certainly as pure as the Holy Source they came from.  

Total hereditary depravity is a twisting of the scriptures and places an unjust and heavy yoke on mankind.  Thank God we do not bear the sins of our fathers all the way back to Adam!

Next is unconditional particular election… the bible does teach election for salvation but the election that is taught is not Calvinistic election… it is the election of those who have elected to follow Christ!  It is the election of those who are “obedient to the faith” as shown in Acts 6:7… election is not an arbitrary thing that God just decided to pass out to a few no matter what.  What a travesty and a mockery of God’s sense of divine justice!  Abraham told us the truth regarding God’s sense of justice in Genesis 18:25.   Will God do what is fair and what is right… of course He will.  He made us creatures of free will and He will freely allow us to follow the dictates of that will no matter what.  Besides God wants us to choose Him… to return to Him and He wants us to make that choice, otherwise why did Christ die?  Romans 8:1 tells us, “There is therefore no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus…” if you are “in Christ” you have made a decision to follow Him and you become elected for salvation.  Unconditional particular election is false and again places an unjust yoke of anguish upon mankind; Christ promised us peace when we come to Him… not the anxiety of not knowing whether or not we are going to be saved by a capricious Deity.

The next pillar of Calvinistic doctrine is limited atonement… and the Bible teaches that Christ’s atonement was for all mankind… and that is what made it so beautiful.  To say that it is arbitrary and limited makes it an ugly thing.  There are several verses in scripture that make it clear that this idea is so false that I don’t know how it even got off the ground in the first place.  Those verses are John 3:16, 1 John 2:2, 2 Peter 3:9, and Ezekiel 18:31-32.  Suffice it to say this doctrine of limited atonement does not make sense and it mocks the death of Christ, and because of that it is blasphemous.

Following limited atonement is the doctrine of irresistible grace.   This is the doctrine that teaches that one must have a “religious experience” in order to have faith that ultimately saves you, and that it comes upon you irresistibly through the working of the Holy Spirit… meaning you have no choice.  Frankly, this doctrine is kind of frightening… it sounds like being invaded and turned into a robot.  This is doctrine is clearly refuted in Romans 10:17 where it says that “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God”… the Calvinist would say that faith is “gifted to you”… a complete contradiction of this passage, and that you have no choice in the matter… which is ridiculous due to the fact that you can make a choice not to hear!  Mark 16:15-16 states that “He who believes and is baptized shall be saved, but he who does not believe shall be condemned”… clearly there is a choice here… and it one that WE make.  

Faith is the responsibility of man, not God.  God gives us grace because of our obedience to “the faith… (Jude 3)”… which is the gospel of Christ (also see Acts 6:7 about “obedience to the faith” and 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 about “obedience to the gospel”, remember this: “obedience to the faith” = “obedience to the gospel”).  The gospel of Christ is in turn “God’s power to salvation for everyone who believes (Romans 1:16).” Belief and faith lead to obedience to the gospel… or “the faith”.  Thus the way to have God’s grace is to obey (Hebrews 5:9, Jesus is the “author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him.”)   
Irresistible grace is a false doctrine that keeps men in bondage to unnecessary fear, waiting for a religious experience that never occurs; and furthermore, it is a perversion of the teachings about the work of the Holy Spirit in this age… certainly the Holy Spirit works on men to convict them of sin… but as Ephesians 6:17 tells us, He does it through the use of the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God… not by invasion.

Lastly, we come to the doctrine of perseverance of the saints, or the idea of “once saved, always saved.”  Just think upon the logic of that point in light of what we have just studied… if the other points of Calvinism were true then this idea would have merit… if salvation is not something we have a choice in, then obviously losing it is not something we can affect either.  But this is not the case… and the scriptures show that too.  Look at Paul’s letter to the Galatians… some of them had fallen from the Christian faith and had gone back to Judaism and the tenets of the Law of Moses… and he told them in chapter 5 verse 4 that they had “become estranged from Christ” and that they had “fallen from grace.”  Now how could they have done this if we cannot lose salvation once we have it?  Some Calvinists would say “well they were never really saved.”  Not true… how can you become estranged for someone you have never known?   

This piece of the doctrine of Calvinism is a tool of the Devil that gives weak willed people an excuse to go on sinning willfully instead of truly repenting and growing in strength in Christ.  Hebrews 10 makes that clear… as Christians we are to “hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering (verse 23)”… verse 26 says that “if we sin willfully… there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins”… and verse 29 says “Of how much worse do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he WAS sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?”   The chapter ends by saying in verse 31 “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  Does any more really need to be said about perseverance of the saints and the fallaciousness of this idea?     

To sum up the doctrines of John Calvin we say this… they represent great error, and it is error that keeps men in bondage to and under the yoke of lies and contradictions of God’s word to us. 
