The Effects of the Bible throughout History
God’s word is a powerful thing.  In Hebrews 4:12 we are told that it is “living and powerful and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  In Isaiah 55:10-11, God compares His word to the water that waters the earth and makes it fruitful for us and then He says in verse 11 that His word shall accomplish what He has determined it should accomplish, to quote it says “So shall my word be that goes forth from My mouth, it shall not return to Me void…”

God’s word IS powerful and it SHALL accomplish that which He intends.  But what is that?  What does He intend to accomplish by giving us His word?  What did do God intend when He spoke in Genesis 1:3?  He said “Let there be light”… and what happened?  There was light!!! The darkness receded and there was light and God pronounced that it “was good” in v. 4.

In a way this is a complete example of what God intends through His words to us in the Bible.  He wants the darkness to recede… he wants us to live in the light and not in the darkness, and through His word He wants us to know how to do that.  In Isaiah 45:19, the Lord said “I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth, I did not say to the seed of Jacob, ‘Seek me in vain’, I, the Lord speak righteousness, I declare the things that are right.”   God’s word will not be hidden from us and in this verse he tells us that His word is intended to tell us what He considers to be right… He uses His word to tell us what He expects from us and how we are to act.

Without God’s word would we know how to act?  No, we would not.  Jeremiah 10:23 says this “O’ Lord, I know the way of man is not in himself, it is not in man who walks to direct his steps.”  With this simple verse God lets us know that without Him giving us His word we would not know what to do… we would not know how to act.
Without God’s word would any of the good things that have been done by the nations of this earth have been done?  No… look at what happened with man before the flood; he became vastly evil, to the point that God destroyed everyone but Noah and his family.  If Christ had not come and showed us God more fully, does anyone think that the ideas we have around freedom and morality would exist now?
Let’s look at several concepts now and discuss how they have been shaped by God’s word.  Some of them the forefathers who built this country took directly from the scriptures and built into our way of governing this country.
Freedom

· Christ showed us freedom from the tyranny of sin, and the idea that men are made free comes from the Bible, in fact slavery has virtually disappeared from the face of the earth due to the influence of Christian ideas on men.  Truth makes us free, (John 8:32) and Christ brought us truth… which brings freedom.  Romans 6:17, and 18.
Equality

· God tells us that no one is more valuable than anyone else (Ezekiel 18:4)… all of us come into this world with nothing and all of us will leave carrying nothing as well (Job 1:21).  God valued us though… so much that he sent his Son to die for us (Romans 5:8), and He died for all of us.
Love

· We are told to love one another as we love ourselves… Leviticus 19:18 and Mark 12:31
Compassion

· God showed us compassion beyond measure through Christ… do we deserve salvation?  Ephesians 2:1-9
Obedience

· Obedience is a biblical concept; we should obey God and the government… Romans 13:1-2
Family

· God made the family the basic unit of society from the beginning… Genesis 1:27 and 2:24
Government

· Our rulers are God’s ministers, and kings owe their thrones to God… remember Romans 13?  See Daniel 4:31, and see 5:24-31, also Acts 12:20-24
Personal Accountability

· I am not responsible for your sins and you are not responsible for mine… Ezekiel 18, and Philippians 2:12
One last thought:  What do we think about this country versus the other countries on the face of the earth now and in the past?  Look at the prosperity in say India, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Somalia vs. The United States.  Has God blessed us?   We certainly believe that He has, and we sing of America that “God shed His grace on thee…” 

Why do you think that is?  It is because this nation was founded upon the principles of the Law of Christ… you cannot read the letters and documents of the founding fathers of this country and not be impressed with the quoting of scripture in the expression of their fundamental principles, as well as the application of biblical principles and knowledge that contributed to our founding ideals.  It is also because this nation (through the church resident here) exports the light of Christ to the rest of the world.  Interestingly the Restoration Movement started in America in the late 1700’s and early 1800’s.  God blessed this nation with being the cradle of the restoration of the church as it existed in the first century.  The good men who studied the Bible and restored the teaching of the pure truth, did so in an environment that God providentially created to allow the freedom to do so... that environment is America and her laws and founding principles.  May we always hold true to them and never revert to be as those in Isaiah 5:20 who call evil good… and good evil.   
