
Ozona, Texas Wednesday Night , November 22, 1961 
FIVE REASONS FOP. THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN 
EMPIRE. GIBBONS 

1 The alarming inc rea s e of divoroe and b reak ing down, 
of t h e home. 

2 . Higher and h igher t a x e s , u n t i l t h e load became u n -
b e a r a b l e , wh i l e o f f i c i a l s of t h e empire cont inued t o 
spend p u b l i c funds wi tn r edk l e s s i n d i f f e r e n c e . 

3 . A mad des i r e for; :exci tement whioh l ed t o a l l s o r t s 
moral ex t ravaganzas , whioh engulfed t h e e n p i r e and 
des t royed i t . 

4» Inc reased p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e fo r armaments, bu t VU 
w i t h b l i n d d i s r e g a r d fo r t h e d e s t r u c t i v e e lements 
b u i l d i n g up i n s i d e the empire» 

5 . The d e c l i n e i n r e l i g i o n and a w i thho ld ing of suppor t 
from c h a r a c t e r bu i ld ing i n s t u t i o n s » I might no t go 
along w i t h Gibboms on the wi thhold ing of funds from 
c h a r a c t e r b u i l d i ng i n s t u t i o n s : What are c h a r a c t e r 

b u i l d i n g i n s t u t i o n s ? 

1» The home 
2 . The churoh 
3» Pub l i c schools 

THREE LAPS OF GOD WHICH AMERICANS NEED TO PONDER: 

1» Righteousness e x a l t e t h a n a t i o n : bu t s i n i s a r e -
proach to any p e o p l e . Proverbs 14:34 

2 . Be no dece ived ; for God i s n o t mocked: fo r whatsoever 
ft man soweth, t h a t s h a l l he also r e a p . G a l . 6:7 

3 . For he t h a t soweth to h i s f l e s h s n a i l o f t h e f l e s h 
reap c o r r u p t i o n ; bu t he t h a t soweth to the S p i r i t 
s h a l l of t h e S p i r i t reap lif© e v e r l a s t i n g . 

G a l . 6:8 
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